
(USBR SOUNDER) 

WELCOME TO THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION GREAT PLAINS REGION PODCAST: 

(WATER SFX) 

THE MANAGEMENT OF WATER RESOURCES COMES DOWN TO A SIMPLE IDEA: TRANSPORTING IT FROM 
WHERE THERE IS TOO MUCH OR IT’S NOT NEEDED -- OVER TO WHERE THERE ISN’T ENOUGH -- AND DOING 
SO SAFELY. 

IN MANY PARTS OF THE GREAT PLAINS REGION, RIVERS ARE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN, WHILE 
GROUNDWATER IS SCARCE AND OFTEN CONTAMINATED WITH NATURALLY OCCURRING ELEMENTS THAT 
MAKE IT UNFIT TO DRINK. 

RURAL RESIDENTS HAVE HISTORICALLY HAD TO HAUL WATER CONSIDERABLE DISTANCES AT GREAT 
EXPENSE AND EFFORT. 

A NUMBER OF FEDERALLY AUTHORIZED RECLAMATION PROJECTS INVOLVE PARTNERING WITH RURAL 
WATER SYSTEMS AND SMALL MUNICIPALITIES TO BUILD THE NEEDED INFRASTRUCTURE TO ASSURE SAFE 
AND RELIABLE SUPPLIES FOR RESIDENTIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL NEEDS. 

ALL TOLD, THESE PROJECTS WILL SERVE NEARLY A HALF MILLION RESIDENTS OF THE GREAT PLAINS, 
INCLUDING MANY ON NATIVE AMERICAN RESERVATIONS. 

TED HALL IS A RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ENGINEER WITH THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, HE EXPLAINS THAT 
THE LARGE AREAS SERVED BY THESE SYSTEMS CREATE CHALLENGES DIFFERENT FROM THOSE FACED BY 
THEIR URBAN COUNTERPARTS: 

(TEDHALL01 :20) 

THE DISTANCE BETWEEN USERS, KEEPING THE COSTS DOWN, BECAUSE OF THE MANY MANY MILES, 
SMALLER SIZE PIPELINE.  THEY BURY THE PIPE TO A DEPTH, RATHER THAN LINE AND GRADE LIKE MOST 
OF THE LARGE SYSTEMS.  JUST PRESSURE, ENERGY, AND MANPOWER FOR O AND M BECAUSE OF THE FAR 
REACHES OF THE SYSTEM. 

ONE OF THE LARGER PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY IS THE LEWIS AND CLARK RURAL WATER SYSTEM, A 
COOPERATIVE VENTURE BETWEEN TWENTY COMMUNITIES AND SMALL CITIES. 

WHEN COMPLETED, THE PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO SERVE MORE THAN 300-THOUSAND USERS OVER AN 
AREA THE SIZE OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TROY LARSEN SAYS PROVIDING AN ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF CLEAN SAFE WATER TO 
THE AREA IS KEY TO THE ECONOMIC SURVIVAL OF THE REGION: 

 

 



(TROYLARSEN01 :12) 

IT’S OFTEN BEEN SAID AROUND HERE THAT ‘WATER IS THE NEW OIL’ AND I THINK THAT’S SOMETHING 
THAT HAS BEEN REALIZED OUT WEST MAYBE MANY YEARS AGO. 

IN MANY OF THE COMMUNITIES SERVED BY THE LEWIS AND CLARK RURAL WATER SYSTEM, LOCAL 
GROUND-PUMPED WATER THAT MIGHT LEAVE A LOT TO BE DESIRED WHEN IT COMES TO TASTE AND 
MINERAL CONTENT CAN BE BLENDED WITH THE SOFTER WATER FROM THE SYSTEM TO MEET THE 
DEMANDS FOR QUALITY AND QUANTITY. 

LARSEN EXPLAINS THAT WATER IS ALREADY BEING TRANSFERRED BETWEEN SOME COMMUNITIES WITHIN 
THE SYSTEM TO ENABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN LOCATIONS THAT ARE FACING CRITICAL SHORTAGES: 

(TROYLARSEN02 :32) 

ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IS THE CITY OF HULL, IOWA.  WE HAVE AN EMERGENCY CONNECTION BETWEEN 
SIOUX CENTER, WHICH IS NINE MILES AWAY, AND HULL.  BECAUSE OF THAT EMERGENCY CONNECTION 
AND THE PROMISE OF FUTURE LEWIS AND CLARK WATER, A CHEESE FACTORY LOCATED IN HULL.  IT 
CURRENTLY EMPLOYS ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE AND IS PLANNING TO EXPAND TO A HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
FIVE IN THE NEAR FUTURE.  AND IT USED FIFTY TRUCKLOADS A DAY OF MILK FROM AREA DAIRIES.   

IN CONTRAST, LARSEN SAYS OTHER COMMUNITIES IN THE REGION HAVE HAD TO TURN AWAY POTENTIAL 
EMPLOYERS BECAUSE THE WATER REQUIRED TO OPERATE THEIR FACILITIES SIMPLY ISN’T THERE. 

RECLAMATION ENGINEER TED HALL EXPLAINS THESE COOPERATIVE WATER PROGRAMS HOLD THE 
GREATEST PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF OUR PRECIOUS WATER RESOURCES. 

(TEDHALLO2 :30) 

WE HAVE TRADITIONAL RURAL SYSTEMS THAT SERVE FARMS AND RANCHES AND SMALL COMMUNITIES, 
AND THEN WE HAVE THE SYSTEMS LIKE LEWIS AND CLARK THAT ARE MORE WHOLESALE SYSTEMS, THEY 
SERVE ESTABLISHED WATER SYSTEMS AND COMMUNITIES AND DO NOT SELL TO INDIVIDUAL USERS.  
AND THAT IS I THINK THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE AS THE WATER SUPPLIES GET FEWER AND FEWER AND 
EXISTING SUPPLIES SUCH AS THE MISSOURI RIVER ARE AVAILABLE, THERE WILL BE MORE TAPPING IN 
AND WHOLESALE SYSTEMS WILL BE MORE PREVALENT. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RURAL WATER SYSTEMS AND OTHER PROJECTS BEING OVERSEEN BY THE 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, VISIT RECLAMATION’S WEB PAGE AT W-W-W-DOT-U-S-B-R-DOT-GOV-
FORWARD-SLASH-G-P. 

THIS PODCAST WAS PRODUCED BY BELONGIE ENTERTAINMENT ENTERPRISES FOR THE BUREAU OF 
RECLAMATION, GREAT PLAINS REGION, OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

(SOUNDER) 

RECLAMATION…MANAGING WATER IN THE WEST… 


