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What is the Navigating Marine Managed Areas Project?

TheNational Marine Protected Areas (MPA) Center was established to devel op and support an effective
national system of MPAsin the United States. To help accomplish thisgoal, the MPA Center’s Science
Ingtituteiscollaborating with NOAA's Office of Coast Survey on“Navigating the Nation'sMarine Managed
Areas,” ajoint project to incorporate key information about existing marinemanaged areas(MMAS) into the
U.S. Coast Pilot® and other navigational products. The maritime community reliesheavily ontheU.S.
Coast Pilot and NOAA navigational chartsfor information about coastal issuesrelating to safe navigation,
accessto marinefacilities, and environmental regulations. Information about existing MMAS, inaconcise
format, will assist marinersand other usersin understanding thelocation, purpose, jurisdictionsand alowed
activitieswithinthesespecia aress, whichinturnwill enhance safe navigation and environmenta stewardship.

What is the W.S. Coast Pilof?

TheU.S. Coast Pilot has been in continuous print by thefederal government since 1867.
Shipsof 1,600 or moregrosstons, andlargeU.S. Naval vessels, arerequired to carry both
the U.S. Coast Pilot and thelocal NOAA chartsthat pertainto their areaof transit. Many
smaller vessalsa so carry boththe U.S. Coast Pilot and local U.S. charts, althoughthey are
not required to do so.

The U.S. Coast Pilot is a series of nine regional books. Each U.S. Coast Pilot book
containsavariety of information important to navigatorsof coastal and intra-coastal waters, and the Great
Lakes. Each book also contains supplemental information that isdifficult to portray on anautical chart.
Examplesof topicscoveredineach U.S. Coast Pilot include channel descriptions, anchorages, bridgeand
cableclearances, currents, tideand water level's, prominent features, pil otage, towage, wesether, ice conditions,
wharf descriptions, dangers, routes, traffic separation schemes, small-craft facilities, and federa regulations
applicableto navigation. To date, only limited information on federal and state MM Ashas been incorporated
into NOAA'snavigationd products, thusmaking it chalenging for themariner tofully understand theseimportant
aress.

How is MMA info rmation incorporated into the W.S. Coast Pilot?
Dataabout existing marine managed areasis synthesized fromtheU.S. MMA Inventory (aproject of the
MPA Center) and other public sources. However, MM Asincluded inthisproject will beasubset of the
U.S. MMA Inventory. ThoseMMAsthat will beincluded arethose that occur in navigablewaters, and
haverulesor regulationsthat affect mariners(e.g., fishing, vessdl traffic, anchoring, etc.). Synthesesof this
information will appear in each book of theU.S. Coast Pilot series, and will include:
e  Summary paragraphsat certain pointsin each book describing general information about the
region’sMMAsthat may be of importanceto mariners
e Inclusonof MMA sitereferencesintotheU.S. Coast Pilot chapters asthey occur a ong the coast
e Atableineachbook’sappendix that summarizessomegeneral information about each pertinent
MMA inthat region (onreverseside)
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MMA Restrictions
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What are the next steps?

The MPA Center, in conjunction with the Coast Pilot Branch, will systematically insert informationonMMAS
into successive Coast Pilot books asthe seriesis published throughout theyear. 1naddition, the M PA Center,
the Office of Coast Survey, and the University of New Hampshireare collaborating to providekey information
on MMASsin other navigation products, including paper chartsand Electronic Navigation Charts.
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