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The mission of the National Marine
Protected Areas Center is to facilitate
the effective use of science,
technology, training, and information
in the planning, management, and
evaluation of the nation’s system of
marine protected areas. MPA
Connections was launched to meet
continuing calls by agency and
external stakeholders for information
about MPA Center activities and to
feature other actions that address

Executive Order 13158 goals.

Protected Areas Center

National Marine Protected Areas Center Launches
Online Regional Information Centers

The National Marine Protected Areas Center haslaunched a series of web-based regiona
information centers on the www.MPA.gov website to help stakeholders stay informed
about ongoing MPA planning processes across the nation.

The online MPA regional information centers (some of which are not yet fully popul ated)
were designed to provide “ one-stop-shopping” for comprehensive information on ongoing
federdl, state, and tribal MPA planning processes. Stakeholders can search the information
centers for MPA planning processes by region of the U.S. or by state. The information
presented on each planning process relies heavily on links to existing MPA agency and
organization websites. Strictly factual data on key stepsin these processes, such as dates,
times, locations, and points of contact are presented.

Theregional information centersare comprised of eight regionsintheU.S,, including the
Caribbean, Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico, Hawaii and U.S. Pecific Iands, Mid Atlantic,
New England, Pacific Coast, and South Atlantic. Whiletheregional information centersare
awork in progress and not all regions are completely populated, the Pacific Coast and
New England regions are either complete or include asignificant amount of information. In
the meantime, each of the eight centers contains up-to-date information on relevant

national and international MPA processes.

The MPA Center developed these web-based centers to meet public information needs
resulting from growing number and increasing complexity of ongoing MPA planning
processesin the United States. Each planning process has its own unique purpose,
timeline of meetings, review documents, and other official events, and eachiscrucia to
decisions made by the various M PA managing agencies.

The information centers focus on governmental planning processes and do not address
underlying policy issues or advocate particular positions.

Check out theregiona information centersat hitp:/mww3.mpagov/mpa_caendar/query/
searchbyregion.aspx. To learn moreor to provide feedback, please contact

Amy.Nickens@noaa.gov.



Check out Several New Web Pages on
MPA.gov

The MPA Center continues to expand the
information provided on the www.M PA.gov
website. Over the last few months, severa
significant sections and pages have been added
and updated.
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In February, a section on the national system of
MPAs was added. This section provides
background information on the increasing use of
MPAS as a place-based marine conservation and
management tool, the benefits of establishing a
national MPA system the United States as
required by the M PA Executive Order, specific
information on the M PA Executive Order that calls
for anational system, how the MPA Center is
developing it, and materials and updates about a
series of regional federal, state, and public
dialogues, sponsored by the MPA Center, to get
feedback on developing the national system. The
MPA Center will post responses from these
regional agency and public dialogues.

The web page can be accessed at http://mpa.gov/
national_system/.
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The website also contains a web page focused on
cultural and historic MPA resources. This page
provides brief information about what cultural and
historic MPAs are, the MPA Center’s coordination
work in thisarea, and links to amonthly
newsletter that features short summaries and links
to news sites or relevant agency websites. This

page is available at http://mpa.gov/
information_tools/cultural_resources.html.
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Information on social science was added to the
MPA .gov website. This page provides an
overview on the importance of social science
when reviewing or determining impacts of MPAs
on communities (and vice versa). It featureslinks
to the National Social Science Research Strategy
that the MPA Center developed in 2003, along
with linksto regional social science research
reports. This pageisavailable at http://mpa.gov/

information_tools/social_science.html.

MPA Center Begins Series of Regional Public Dialogues
on Developing a National System of MPAs

The National Marine Protected Areas Center has begun a series of regional
public dialogues to gather ideas and feedback on devel oping the framework
for anational system of MPAs. The framework iscalled for in MPA Executive
Order 13158. A main step in this processwill beto engage the nationin a
participatory dialogue.

Input and recommendations from stakeholders, agencies, authorities, and the
MPA Federal Advisory Committee are a cornerstone to the devel opment of
this guiding document. When drafted, the framework will describe the
rationale, goals, and components of the national system, aswell as the
processes for designing and implementing it based on sound science and
broad stakeholder input.

Each regional public dialogueis organized to solicit and collect input that will
be used to develop the national system. Each dialogue session will begin with
a presentation from MPA Center staff on our current plans. We will then ask
participants to break into small groups to ask questions, discuss relevant
issues, and provide input on the future national system.

Thefirst public dialogue was held in Washington, D.C. on March 7, 2005.
Responses received from participants at that meeting have been posted on the
MPA.gov website. The next public dialogue is scheduled for Monday
evening, May 16, 2005 in Portland, Maine. A draft agenda and announcement
for that dialogue session has also been posted. In addition, the MPA Center
has met with federal agency partners and state and territory partners around
the country (with additional meetings planned later thisyear). A full report
from the federal agency workshop is posted online and notes from the state
workshopswill be available online soon.

For more information about the MPA Center’swork to devel op the framework
for a national system of MPAs and to download workshop agendas and notes,

go to http://mpa.gov/national _system/.

MPA Federal Advisory Committee Profile:
Dr. Bonnie McCay, Vice-Chair

Although Dr. Bonnie McCay has never dissected afishin her career, sheisone
of the nation’s most distinguished fisheries scientists. Unlike most scientists
ng the effects of fishing, Bonnie doesn't specificaly focus on
environmental factors. Rather, asasocia scientist, she studies the people who
catch the fish and how their practices penetrate into the community, both human
and ichthyoid.

While her research has made her aleading voicein fisheries management, Bonnie
didn’t expect to end up working in afield of science.

Before donning her graduation cap as an anthropologist, Bonnie gathered in the
halls of the English Department to reflect on Donne, Milton, Dickenson, and
Whitman. Yet, despite the talent of the world's best authors, her interestsin
human behavior led her away from the literary classicsto face therigors of
scientific research. She bridged her affinity for humanities and developing
interests in science by turning to anthropology, the study of humans. After
receiving an opportunity to assist in her first anthropological study with fishing
familiesof aCoast SalishtribeinVancouver, British Columbia, Bonnieredlized she
could incorporate her passion for the environment into her work. Shelater took
those interests to Newfoundland, Canada, where she studied the interactions
between marine fish stocks and local fishing communities, which marked the
beginning of her career asa‘human ecologist.’

continued on next page



Profile: Dr. Bonnie McCay, continued
“1 never thought thisiswhere | would end up, as an English mgjor,” Bonnie says,
now a professor in the Department of Human Ecology at Rutgers University.

Bonnie defines *human ecology’ as the study of humans and the environment:
how humans, like all organisms, drive ecological processes and systems; and
how changesin the environment, in turn, affect human lives, cultures, and social
practices. She recognizes that both the sciences and the humanities are needed
to better understand the interactions between people and the environment. In
particular, Bonnie tries to understand the consequences of viewing natural
resources as commodities and the ultimate effects of applying market principles
to marine resource management. She also examines the conditions that can and
do lead people to cooperatively achieve goas such as sustainable and fair use of
seafood.

Her work in thisfield has demonstrated her keen ability to see beyond the dinner
table and to recogni ze how fishing infuses a peopl€e’s culture. This ability has
won Bonnie countless awards, honors, and appointments, including alifetime
position as a national associate for the National Research Council.

Bonnie's ability to further mediate the opposing goals of resource extraction
and environmental conservation made her a natural choice for the Marine
Protected Areas (MPA) Federal Advisory Committee.

When the Departments of Commerce and the Interior convened the first
meeting of the M PA Federal Advisory Committeein June 2003, Bonnie saw
an opportunity to expand her knowledge about MPAs. While she viewed
MPASs as a useful tool for fisheries management, the level of controversy
surrounding these areas confirmed that not everyone agreed with her.
Alongside this controversy came the challenge of trying to build consensus
among alarge multi-disciplinary group, an equally appealing prospect for the
social scientist. With aims of building consensus, Bonnie was elected as the
Federal Advisory Committee’svice-chair.

Unlike the National Research Committeesthat Bonnie has participated in,
where most members are scientists, the MPA Federal Advisory Committee
offered the opportunity to work through contentious issues with 30
representatives from state, fishing, oil, environmental, tribal, and scientific
affiliations. Despite the range of perspectives that each Advisory Committee
member represents, Bonnie reports that the committee successfully reached
consensus on a suite of issues. She also touts the tremendous experience
and wealth of knowledge that this collective committee brings to the issue of
MPAs and ultimately hopes that the role of a Federal Advisory Committee
will be incorporated into other programs.

The MPA Federal Advisory Committee plansto make their first set of
recommendations to the Departments of Commerce and the Interior in June
2005. Bonnie commendsthe committee membersfor their “ great respect of
differences and ability to find areas of agreement.”

To learn more about the MPA Federal Advisory Committee, go to http://
www.mpa.gov/fac/fac.html.

Notable Additions in the MPA Virtual Library

A “Pacific Science” article discusses fish surveys and benthic habitat surveys
conducted in three kinds of areasin western Hawaii: Fish Replenishment Areas
(FRAYS); areas open to fish collecting; and reference areas. Surveys collected
data before and after closure of the FRA network in 2000. The research notes
recovery of some species important to aquarium fish collecting, and suggests
large recruitment events are likely to be an important factor in assessing the
effectiveness of MPAs to help restore depleted fish stocks. “Evaluating the
effectiveness of a marine reserve network in West Hawaii to increase the
productivity of an aquarium fishery” isavailable at:

http://www.coral reef network.com/konal Ti ssot%20et%20al %6202004. pdf .

continued on next page

Training Updates from the MPA Center

Theseitemsareincluded to provide our subscriberswith an
ideaof the kinds of training thet the National Marine Protected
Aress Center offersthrough its Training and Technical
Assigtance Indtitute (in cooperation with the NOAA Coastd
Services Center), which isbased in Charleston, South Carolina.

Vistor Use M anagement Wor kshop at Grand Bay National
Egtuarine Research Reserve:

In March, staff conducted a two-day visitor use management
workshop in Biloxi, Missssppi, to introduce participants to a
planning framework for balancing visitor use and resource
protectionin coestal andmarineprotected areas. Attendessreceived
training onadetailed problemidentification process, methodsfor
identifyingindicatorsand sandardsfor monitoring vistor impacts,
and management tactics. Theworkshop also incorporated guest
presentations of local visitor use issues and management
gpproaches.  Participants included representatives from locd,
state andfederd naturd resourcemanagement agencies, ecotouriam
industry, nonprafit conservation organizations, and education
inditutions. Other workshops are scheduled for South Carolina,
Florida, and New York. Theworkshop was hosted by the Grand
Bay Nationd Estuarine Research Resarve.

Evaluating M PA Effectivenessfor FloridaAquatic Preserve
Managers.

This new two-day workshop supports MPA managers in ther
effortsto deve op and track meaningful performancemesasures. It
buil dsupon exigting training on program design and evalution, as
well as the recently published IUCN guidebook, How Is Your
MPA Doing? As pat of the training development, the MPA
Center partnered with the Florida Aquetic Preserves Program,
whichisembarking on asystem-wide strategic planning process
toincorporateeva uaion asindividua stemanagement plansare
updated. Aninitid pilot of the training was provided to asmdl
groupin October 2004, followed by asecond training session for
goproximately 40 managers from across the aguatic preserve
systemin Tampain January 2005. During the session, manegers
identified and connected godls, activities, and resourcesfor their
sites, and examined indicators that they might use to measure
progresstowardsther long-term gods.

“Undergtanding Marine Protected Areas’ Workshop and
Condensed 60-Minute “Understanding Marine Protected
Areas’ Presentation:

Earlier this year, the MPA Center brought its one-day
“Understanding Marine Protected Areas’ workshop to the
Nationa Mississippi Museum and Aquariumin Dubuque, lowa
Attendees included high school and college science ingructors,
museum staff, state Department of Natural Resources teff, local
environmental non-profit volunteers, and other interested citizens.
The god of the workshop, which has dso been held in other
aguariumsacrossthe county, isto provide attendeeswith abetter
understanding of the variety of MPAs and MPA issues. In
addition, the MPA Center adapted the full-day workshop into a
60-minute presentation. Thisversion, designed for conferences
and other specia events, was ddlivered recently a the George
Wright Society conferencein Philadelphia. The George Wright
Society conference targets those involved in protected area
conservation, fromhistorianstobiologists managerstoresearchers,
public agencies to private organizations, academics to field
personnel.

For moreinformation about theseand other training opportunities,
visit http://mpagov/information_tools/training.html.




Notable Additionsin the MPA Library, continued

A scientific consensus statement signed by more than 200 scientists and policy experts proposes an integrated ecosystem approach
to conserving and managing U.S. marine systems, including management of human activitieswhich impact marine ecosystems. The
statement recommends ocean zoning, including networks of fully protected marine reserves, to protect biodiversity and habitats.
“Scientific Consensus Statement on Marine Ecosystem-Based Management” is available on the Communication Partnership for
Science and the Sea (COMPASS) web site at:

http://compassonline.org/files/inline EBM %20Consensus¥%20Statement FINAL _Mar%2021%2005_v2.pdf

A recent publication on Cuba’s national system of MPASs provides an overview of coastal and marine protected areasin Cuba,
which comprise a subsystem within the national system of protected areas. The report describes the evolution of the subsystem,
itslegal framework, its managing and planning principles, M PA zoning and network connectivity issues, international issues, and
plans for future improvements. “The National System of Marine Protected Areasin Cuba’ isavailable at: http://
www.environmental defense.org/documents/3692 mpasCubal ngles.pdf

An ocean economics website supported by researchers and economists, and sponsored by NOAA's Coastal Services Center,
provides useful data on ocean-related economic activities and resource trends. The site includes a market values database, a
non-market values portal, aliving marine resources database, and a federal marine expenditures section. “The National Ocean
Economics Program” websiteisavailable at: http://www.oceaneconomics.org

A special Honolulu Advertiser insert funded by NOAA's Coral Reef Conservation Program reviews the status of marine
protected areas in Hawaii. This review provides historical and cultural background, MPA definitions, discussion of MPA benefits
and challenges, information on the status of Hawaii's ecosystems and marine managed areas, and an overview of MPAs in other
parts of the Pacific. “Marine Protected Areasin Hawaii” isavailable at: http://www.hawaii.gov/dinr/dar/library/

index.htm#M PA pub

Events and Conferences

May September
16: Envisioning aNationd System of Marine Protected Areas. New England 1 15.‘ AmalmlﬁdwerlesSougy,. 135 ann.ud. mesting, Creetlnga}’Hshenes
Public Dialogue: Portland, Maine: hitp://mpa.dov/national. system/ Mosaic: Connections across Jurisdictions, Disciplines, and Cultures,

od ’ NipAmpagovinaliond_systeny. Anchorage, Alaska; http:/Avvwvwdafs org/Anchorage2005/index.him.

17-24: Coastweek; http://living-edge.org/.
17-19: MPA Federd Advisory Committee Meeting, Doubletree Hotdl, Portland,

Maine; http://mpagov/fac/fac_medtingshtml. 19-23: Oceans 2005, sponsored by the Marine Technology Society (MTS) and
thel EEE Oceanic Engineering Society (OES), Washington, D.C.; hitp:/
WWW.00eans2005.0rg/.

June

24: Nationd Egtuaries Day; http:/Amww.estuaries.gov/.

3: NOAA Ocean Service Condtituent Roundtable, “ Promoting Coastal

Stewardship,” Weshington, D.C. 30-October 6: 8" World Wil derness Congress, Anchorage, Alaska htp:/

6-8: Nationd Fishing and BoatingWeek, American SportfishingAssociation,  “ww.Bwwcorgfindexhim.
Washington, D.C., http:/Aww.asafishing.org/asalshows_events/nfow/
index hin. ctoter

23-27: Firg International Marine Protected Areas Congress, Geelong, Audtrdia,

8: NOAA Fish Fry, Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. hito AMwwimpaconaress orgl.

8-9: Capitol Hill OceansWeek 2005, Washington, D.C.; www.nmsfocean.org/.

November
aly 1-3: MPA Federa Advisory Committee mesting, Gulf of Mexico (location
11-16: Nationa Marine EducatorsAssociation annual conference, “L ook to the TBD); htp://mpa.gov/fadifac meetings himl.

Source, Look totheSea,” Maui, Hawaii; http:/mww.hawaii.edu/mcc/oceanial
NMEAOQ5.html.

2-4: Maritime Heritage Education Conference; location and other informationto
beannounced.

18: Envisioning aNationd System of Marine Protected Areas: Gulf of Mexico

Public Dislogue, New Orleans hitp://mpagov/nationdl_systen. 28-December 2: Third Internationa Symposium on Degp-SeaCords, Miami,

Horida; http:/Aww.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/cord.

18-21: Coastd Zone' 05, New Orleans, Louisiana. The MPA Center will host
an exhibit booth. http:/Awww.csc.nosa.gov/cz.
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