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New pool hours effective after
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96th ARS deactivates at JBPHH
Tech. Sgt. Terri Paden

15th Wing Public Affairs

The 96th Air Refueling
Squadron (ARS) officially
deactivated Sept. 3 during
a ceremony held at hangar
13 at Joint Base Pearl Har-
bor-Hickam.
Base leaders and mem-

bers of Team Hickam gath-
ered to witness the casing
of the 96th ARS guidon,
which signified the official
deactivation of the
squadron.
“We’re here to salute a

mission well done, honor
those who proudly wore the
patch, and look forward to
the day when the 96th will
once again be pulled from
the pages of history and as-
sembled to answer the na-
tion’s call,” said Col.
Charles Velino, 15th Oper-
ations Group commander.
Though the inactivation

process actually took a full
year to complete, Velino
said the “Screamin’ Eagles”
implemented the inactiva-
tion in exactly the same
way they executed their fly-
ing mission—“with passion,
with precision, with pride
and with the unequaled
professionalism we’ve come
to expect from the men and
women of the 96th.”
The Screamin’ Eagles of

the 96th Air Refueling
Squadron trace their her-
itage to the Army Air

Corps’ 6th Reconnaissance
Squad-ron (heavy) at
March Field, Calif. Origi-
nally constituted on Nov.
20, 1940, the unit con-
ducted anti-submarine pa-
trols at the beginning

of World War II.
On April 22, 1942, the

unit was redesignated as
the 39th Bombardment
Squadron (medium) and
conducted air offensive op-
erations until the end of the

war, operating from
Hickam Field, Tarawa
Atoll, the Philippines and
Okinawa, Japan.
Since its inception, the

96th ARS has flown multi-
ple aircraft including PT-

17, B-18, B-25, KC-97 and,
most recently, the KC-135.
The unit has earned nu-
merous awards including a
Distinguished Unit Cita-
tion, five Outstanding Unit
Awards, and a Meritorious

Unit Award.
The 96th Air Refueling

Squadron was reactivated
on July 23, 2010 at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor Hickam
in response to an increased
demand for in-flight air re-
fueling support throughout
the Pacific theater. The
Screamin’ Eagles were an
active associate of the
203rd Air Refueling
Squadron, a Hawaii Air
National Guard unit, and
together formed a total
force enterprise organiza-
tion.
Since its reactivation,

the 96th Air Refueling
Squadron flew more than
1,800 sorties, totaling
more than 6,500 hours
and offloading more than
36-million pounds of fuel
to thousands of joint and
multinational aircraft.
The unit has participated

in Operations Enduring
Freedom, Inherent Resolve
and Noble Eagle, as well as
multiple exercises includ-
ing Cope Tiger, Northern
Edge, RIMPAC, Red Flag,
Sentry Aloha, Cobra Gold
and Cope Taufan. The unit
has also flown numerous
aeromedical evacuation
missions and supported
movement of the president
of the United States
throughout the Pacific re-
gion.
“When I took command

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich
Col. Charles Velino, 15th Operations Group commander, receives the guidon as Lt. Col. Jason Work, 96th Air Refueling
Squadron commander, relinquishes command during the 96th ARS deactivation ceremony held Sept. 3 at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.

Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam Public
Affairs

Rear Adm. John Fuller,
commander of Navy Region
Hawaii and Naval Surface
Group Middle Pacific, is
scheduled to speak at the
annual 9/11 remembrance
ceremony from 12:15 to 1
p.m. today at Tamarind
Park in Honolulu.
Other participants are

expected to include Hon-
olulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell,
the Hawaii Congressional
delegation, military honor
guard, Honolulu Police De-
partment, Honolulu Fire
Department and Honolulu
Emergency Services De-
partment.
In addition, Navy Region

Hawaii and Submarine
Force U.S. Pacific Fleet will
hold a 9/11 colors ceremony
at 8 a.m. today at the boot
display at Ford Island. Par-
ticipants should be in for-
mation by 7:50 a.m.

Federal Fire Department
Hawaii is also holding a
9/11 remembrance cere-
mony from 9:30 to 10 a.m.
today at its headquarters,
building 284 on Center
Drive. The Federal Fire De-
partment Hawaii has also
placed a 9/11 mural on the
fence at its headquarters.
A Sept. 11 Remembrance

March event will also be
held from 9 to 10 a.m. today
at Hickam Elementary
School at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam. The event
starts with a commemora-
tion assembly followed by
the march. The march will
begin at Manzelman Circle,
proceed onto Eighth and
Ninth Avenues, and back to
the school.
Participants will include

Hickam Elementary School
faculty and students, the
Radford High School band,
Federal Fire Department
Hawaii, and Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam Secu-
rity Forces.

9/11 remembrance
events to be held today

Adm. Swift talks to CPO selectees

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Katarzyna Kobiljak
Adm. Scott Swift, commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, talks to Hawaii region chief selectees and chief petty officers dur-
ing an all-hands chief selectees call at Sharkey Theater Sept. 3 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. Swift took time
to share his knowledge and to answer questions from future chief petty officers.

Every year, the Federal Fire Department assembles a 9/11 memorial mural and holds a small remembrance ceremony at their headquarters at JBPHH. This year's mural was com-
pleted on Sept. 8. U.S. Navy photo by Brandon Bosworth | Photo illustration

Photo illustration

Pearl Harbor Colors to honor POW/MIAs on Sept. 17
The theme of the Pearl Harbor Colors on Sept. 17 will be “National POW/MIA Recognition”—to pause and remember

the sacrifices of veterans who were POWs and those who are MIAs. The ceremony will begin at 7:30 a.m. at the Pearl
Harbor Visitor Center. Former VietnamWar POW and Retired Navy Capt. Jerry Coffee will be the guest speaker.

See 96th ARS, A-2
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Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
Public Affairs

A series of events have been sched-
uled in September to observe Suicide
Prevention Month.
• A friends and fun cosmic bowling

and pizza event, part of Free Food Fri-
days, will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. today
at the bowling alley on the Pearl Harbor
side of Joint Base. The event is open to
all single Sailors and Airmen.
• An Oahu Out of the Darkness Com-

munity Walk will be held Saturday at
Ala Moana Beach Park and Magic Is-
land in Honolulu. Check-in is at 8 a.m.
and the walk will begin at 9 a.m. Partic-
ipants can walk, volunteer and/or do-
nate to raise awareness and help
prevent suicide prevention. Walkers
may choose to remember someone lost
to suicide. Donations are optional. The
event is sponsored by the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention
Hawaii Chapter. Participants can regis-
ter at http://bit.ly/1cEn29y. For more
information, visit www.facebook.com/
AFSPHawaii.
• A joint service suicide prevention

fair will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday at the terrace area outside of
the 154th Wing dining facility and
154th Medical Group, 360 Mamala Bay
Drive, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
For more information, email Lt. Col.
Tara P. Davis, Hawaii Air National
Guard suicide prevention programman-
ager at Tara.davis.3@us.af.mil.
• An outdoor resiliency-building fun

event for Sailors and Airmen will be
held from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Sept. 18 at
Earhart Field. The event will include a
lifesaver relay, flag football, tug of war,
ability course and team drills. The event
is designed to build camaraderie
through activities that promote humor,
trust, confidence and problem solving,
to ensure that we can all be lifesavers to
each other when needed.
• A friends and fun spaghetti lunch

and billiards, part of Free Food Fridays,
will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept.
18 at the Beeman Liberty Center. The
event is open to all single Sailors and
Airmen.
• An express yourself karaoke event

and Hawaiian dinner, part of Free Food
Fridays, will be held from 5 to 7 p.m.
Sept. 25 at the Beeman Liberty Center.
The event is open to all single Sailors

and Airmen.
• A Joint Base Morale, Welfare and

Recreation 5K buddy run and resiliency
fair will begin at 8 a.m. Sept. 26 at
Hickam Fitness Center. The event is
open to all Department of Defense per-
sonnel, families and retirees. Pets are
allowed. Awards will be provided to the
first place winner in men’s, women’s,
youth boys, youth girls, and men’s and
women’s stroller categories. Community
support resources will be on site to pro-
vide information about services avail-
able.
For more information, visit

www.greatlifehawaii.com or call 448-
2214.
• An ASIST (Applied Suicide Inter-

vention Skills Training) workshop will
be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 30-
Oct. 1 at Pearl Harbor Memorial
Chapel. Participants can learn suicide
first aid skills to help pull someone out
of the “river of suicide.” The workshop is
designed to offer skills to better care for
those with thoughts of suicide. It is open
to all adult military, civilian and family
members. Pre-registration is required.
For more information, emai re-

becca.miranda@navy.mil.

Suicide Prevention Month events continue

Navy Region Hawaii Public Affairs

U.S. Pacific Fleet is sponsoring suicide pre-
vention and “postvention” (actions after a sui-
cide attempt or death) training in September.
The training wil l be led by Dr. Mary

Bartlett, a licensed professional counselor,
behavioral health consultant, researcher,
trainer and adjunct professor of counseling
at Lamar University.
She is a master trainer for the Suicide Pre-

vention Resource Center, is an Army Na-
tional Guard qualified master resilience
trainer, and has extensive experience engag-
ing with the Department of Defense on sui-
cide and resilience-related matters.
Bartlett will provide eight sessions on re-

silience/suicide prevention for all hands, and
suicide postvention for specific audiences.
The sessions will include:
• A resilience/suicide prevention training

session for all hands will be held from 8 to 9
a.m. Sept. 16, 17 and 18 at Sharkey Theater.
Navy commands may opt to count this for an-
nual suicide prevention general military
training.
• Suicide postvention for stakeholders will

be held from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Sept. 16, 17 and
18 at Ford Island Conference Center ballroom,
building 89. This event is for suicide preven-
tion coordinators, counselors, medical person-
nel, chaplains, casualty assistance calls
officers, law enforcement, legal personnel and
interested command leaders.
• Suicide postvention for command triads

will be held from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Sept. 17 at
the Ford Island Conference Center ballroom
building 89. The event is for commanding of-
ficers, executive officers, command master
chiefs and chaplains. Command leaders who
are unable to make this session are welcome
to attend any of the stakeholder sessions.
• Suicide postvention training for ombuds-

men/key spouses will be held from 6 to 7:30
p.m. Sept. 17 at the Military and Family Sup-
port Center, room 294, 4827 Bougainville
Drive.
For more information, contact Lt. Rebecca Mi-

randa, Navy Region Hawaii suicide prevention
program manager, at Rebecca.miranda@navy.mil
or 474-0045.

Training to combat
suicide scheduled
this month

Lifesaver wave energy converter receives blessing
Story and photo by
Blair Martin Gradel

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Public Affairs

The Fred Olsen Lifesaver
wave energy converter
(WEC), which utilizes inno-
vative technology to convert
wave power into energy, re-
ceived a special Hawaiian
blessing Sept. 3 at Kilo Pier
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam (JBPHH).
Members of the Life-

saver’s original design team,
as well as contracting part-
ners from Sea and Sound
Technology, Inc., and repre-
sentatives from Naval Facili-
ties Engineering Command
(NAVFAC) Pacific and NAV-
FACHawaii attended.
Rev. Kordell Kekoa of

Kamehameha Schools per-
formed a traditional Hawai-
ian blessing ceremony.
“This is a great opportu-

nity for us at NAVFAC and
the region to support renew-
able energy projects,” said
Lt. Cmdr. Ivan Cavenall, en-
ergy program officer for
Navy Region Hawaii.
“I think with different

technologies that are emerg-

ing now, wave energy as a
renewable source is impor-
tant to consider. I think this
[blessing] is a great way for

us to show partnership and
support for this type of ven-
ture,” he said.
The Lifesaver, considered

one of the most sophisticated
WECs in the market today,
was developed in Norway by
Fred Olsen Renewables and

recently shipped to Oahu
where it will be deployed for
off-shore testing at the
Navy’s wave energy test site
(WETS), located at Marine
Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH)
in Kaneohe, set to start in
October.
“The [Lifesaver] is proba-

bly the most developed wave
energy device in the world
right now,” said Matthew
Ramey, an engineer with
Sound and Sea Technologies,
a contracting partner with
NAVFAC Pacific and NAV-
FAC Hawaii in charge of
overseeing and maintaining
the WEC’s operation at
MCBH.
“This is one of the only en-

ergy converters that have
been in the water for any
amount of time and has had
serious testing done which
makes it definitely one of a
kind,” Ramey said.
According to Alexandra

Devisser, NAVFAC Engi-
neering and Expeditionary
Warfare Center based in
California, the Lifesaver was
successfully deployed for two
years at the Falmouth Bay
Test Site (FaB Test), an En-
glish site where marine re-
newable energy devices are

also being tested.
“The Fred Olsen company

made some design improve-
ments which are in the
buoy’s current configuration
and will be tested at the
(WETS),” she explained.
“There will be other buoys

going into the water in the
next couple of years, so this
isn’t the last of the different
systems and configurations
that we will see,” Devisser
said.
Bryan Law, regional en-

ergy program manager for
NAVFAC Hawaii, agreed
that the Lifesaver is an in-
novative device that shows
considerable promise for
Navy applications of wave
energy.
“Most installations in the

Pacific [Rim] have pretty
good access to waves and a
shoreline, so there is good
potential for those particu-
lar bases to reduce their fos-
sil fuel use by being able to
plug directly into the grid,
so to speak, and harness
this kind of wave energy,”
he said.
“So we are definitely

tracking and supporting
thee [Lifesaver’s] progress,
especially on the Navy side.”

Engineers and contractors affiliated with the Fred Olsen Lifesaver wave energy converter
(WEC) participate in a traditional Hawaiian blessing ceremony Sept. 3, performed by Rev.
Kordell Kekoa of Kamehameha Schools, at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH).

Challenge yourself this
month - Suicide Prevention
Month - to practice “1 Small
ACT” daily that may make a
difference in promoting re-
siliency and possibly saving a
life. Some ideas are:
• Smile! A smile helps build

connection and shows you care.
• Reach out to someone who

is usually quiet and keeping to
themselves to show you care.
• Do a form of prayer or

meditation, to help focus your
mind on positive things.
• Read a positive motiva-

tional quote.
• Remember: “When you get

into a tight place and every-
thing goes againstyou until it
seems that you cannot hold on
for a minute longer, never give
up then, for that is just the
place and time when the tide
will turn.” - Harriet Beecher
Stowe

Practice ‘1 Small ACT’
16 months ago, I expressed how humbled I was by this
organization,” said Lt. Col. Jason Work, former 96th
ARS commander, during his closing remarks.
“After getting to know them and seeing them in ac-

tion, I am simply awestruck. Each and every Airman
has exemplified and exceeded the eagle standard, and I
am deeply honored to have been their commander.”
Work said as this chapter in the 96th ARS history

comes to a close, the Air Force will note the squad-
ron’s operational contributions and continued legacy
of service to the nation, but that’s not the only thing
he will remember.
“What I will note is that our legacy is not solely the

number of sorties flown, the number of aircraft refu-
eled, or the pounds of fuel offloaded, but rather the
quality of the Airmen who served in the 96th,” he said.
“It is these Airmen who made the Screamin’ Eagles

an exceptional organization worthy of remembering.
This is their legacy and it does not end here. It goes
forward with these men and women to the betterment
of our Air Force and our nation.”

Continued from A-1
96th ARS deactivates
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SSttaaffff  SSggtt..  SSuussaann  DDaayy
515th Air Mobility Operations Wing

“Popsicles, lots of popsicles.”

PPSS22  ((SSWW))  CChhaadd  GGoossss
USS O’Kane (DDG-77)

“I beat the heat by taking my family to
Sea Life Park.”

EEnnssiiggnn  EEmmiillyy  OOllsszzeewwsskkii
USS O’Kane (DDG-77)

“I beat the heat by experiencing new
adventures like shark cage diving sur-
rounded by the deep blue of the North
Shore.”

SSttaaffff  SSggtt..  SShheeeennee  GGiirraayy
15th Medical Operations Squadron

“Enjoy it! Go to the beach and hike ear-
lier in the mornings.”

TTeecchh..  SSggtt..  GGrreegg  DDeellaa  CCrruuzz
15th Maintenance Squadron

“Stay in the A/C as long as possible.”

FFCC11  ((SSWW))  DDaallllaass  VVaannccee
USS O’Kane (DDG-77)

“I don’t beat the heat. I join it by
working out and challenging my divi-
sion to sports competitions.”

CCTTTT22  ((SSWW))  RRyyaann  LLaarrssoonn
USS O’Kane (DDG-77)

“I beat the heat by enjoying the
Hawaiian beaches and ocean swims.”

CCaapptt..  KKyyllee  SStteewwaarrtt
535th Airlift Squadron

“Go TDY to Alaska!”

SSeenniioorr  AAiirrmmaann  SShhaawwnn  KKaasseekk
8th Intelligence Squadron

“Go to the beach as much as possi-
ble.”

AATTAANN  CCoorreeyy  SSaallvvaattoorree
USS O’Kane (DDG-77)

“I don’t always beat the heat, but
when I do I enjoy jet-skiing and hiking
three peaks.”

MMaajj..  CCaarrooll  CChhaanngg
713th Combat Operations Squadron
Det. 1

“Shaved ice with the family.”

CChhiieeff  MMaasstteerr  SSggtt..  MMeellvviinn  YYaammaammoottoo
154th Security Forces Squadron

“Grab a cool drink, find a shady tree
and relax.”

Want to see your command featured in Diverse Views?
Got opinions to share?

Drop us a line at editor@hookelenews.com or karen.spangler@navy.mil

Provided by David D. Underwood Jr. 
and Ensign Megan Wilson

What are you doing to beat the heat?

Diverse
Views
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On Sept. 11, 2001, terrorists hijacked four commercial airliners in order to destroy heavily populated and highly sym-
bolic targets in the United States. Two planes crashed into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City.
The third plane crashed into the Pentagon (shown in this photo.) Passengers and flight crew on the fourth aircraft tried
to retake control of their plane – and it crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. Excluding the 19 hijackers, a confirmed 2,977
people died in these attacks.

Plane crashed into Pentagon on 9/11

Rear Adm. John Fuller

Commander, Navy Region
Hawaii and Naval Surface
Group, Middle Pacific

My home is a short walk
from the waters of Pearl
Harbor. 
My office looks out over

the ships in Pearl Harbor.
Every day, we who live

and work at Pearl Harbor
are surrounded by history
that reminds us of the need
to be vigilant, trained and
ready.
We are also reminded of

the tenacity, spirit and deter-
mination of the American
people.
Like the attack on Dec. 7,

1941, the attacks on Sept.11,
2001 took nearly 3,000 lives
and brought devastation and
heartbreak to thousands
more.
At last year’s Sept.11 ob-

servance, our commander in
chief, President Barack
Obama, reminded the world
about America’s resilience
and how the crucible of 9/11
only made us stronger.

He said, “America endures
in the strength of … families
… in the tenacity of our sur-
vivors … in the dedication of
those who keep us safe (our
first responders) … [and] in
the courage of the men and
women who serve under our
flag…”
Those of us who wear the

uniforms of our nation stand
shoulder to shoulder with
those who wear the uniforms
of our states, cities and coun-
ties—as brothers and sisters. 
Service members of the

Army, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Coast Guard and

Navy here in Hawaii—along
with the National Guard—
train to be ready to respond. 
Like other first respon-

ders—police, firefighters and
EMS—we are prepared to
run toward danger, ready to
save lives.
Because of the great

ohana in Hawaii—and out-
standing logistical support
here—our nation’s ships,
subs, planes and ground
forces are able to train with
those of partner nations.
Specific to the Navy, we

conduct exercises in the
Hawaiian Islands, especially
at the Pacific Missile Range
Facility, Kauai and espe-
cially during RIMPAC. 
We remain powered-up

and ready to deploy. When
we operate overseas, among
other operations, we disrupt
terrorist plots and eliminate
terrorist threats before they
can do us harm here at
home.
For me, 9/11 is a reminder

that we are stronger when
we work together, that our
differences can be the source
of our greatest strength, and

that ultimately it’s how we
react to adversity that
counts.
And 9/11—like Dec. 7 – re-

minds us all how blessed we
are, how hard we must work
to avoid disaster, and how
we can act with honor during
a crisis, together.
This is a time to reflect on

the terrible loss sustained on
Sept. 11, 2001. And, it is also
a time to be proud of our re-
silience, determination and
unity as Americans.
Let’s remember the words

of a great patriot and a
founder of our nation, Ben-
jamin Franklin. He was a
global diplomat, an early
supporter of our Navy, and a
mentor to John Paul Jones.
Benjamin Franklin fa-

mously said: “We must in-
deed all hang together, or
most assuredly we shall all
hang separately.”
In the ongoing fight

against violent extremism—
and in our efforts to prevent
terrorists from reaching our
shores again—we must hang
together, work together, and
defend together.

Commentary

A Pearl Harbor perspective on remembering 9/11

Rear Adm. John V. Fuller

Karen S. Spangler

Managing Editor, Ho`okele

Two more tropical storms,
Ignacio and Jimena, veered
close to the Hawaiian island
chain over the past couple
weeks. But other than some
heavy downpours, scattered
thunderstorms and flooding,
the islands again got a re-
prieve from the direct influ-
ence of a major storm.
With about three months

still left in hurricane season,
which ends Nov. 30, there is
still a chance that local resi-
dents could see more of an
impact from a hurricane or
tropical disturbance. 
Emergency management

officials caution about being
too complacent, reminding
that it isn’t a matter of if one
of the storms will pay the is-
lands a direct visit, but
when. 
According to various dis-

aster preparedness websites,
including www.ready.gov,
it’s essential to make a basic
disaster supplies kit. If 
you haven’t already assem-
bled your disaster kit, this

may be a good time.
A basic emergency supply

kit should include the follow-
ing recommended items:
• Water, one gallon of wa-

ter per person per day for at
least three to seven days, for
drinking and sanitation.
• Food, at least a three-

day to seven-day supply of
non-perishable food.
• Battery-powered or

hand crank radio and a
NOAA weather radio with
tone alert and extra batteries
for both.
• Flashlight and extra

batteries.
• First aid kit.
• Whistle to signal for

help.
• Dust mask to help filter

contaminated air and plastic
sheeting and duct tape to
shelter-in-place.
• Moist towelettes, garb-

age bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation.
• Wrench or pliers to turn

off utilities.
• Manual can opener for

food.
• Local maps.
• Cell phone with charg-

ers, inverter or solar charger.

•Prescription medications
and glasses.
•Infant formula and dia-

pers.
• Pet food and extra water

for your pet.
• Cash or traveler's

checks and change.
• Important family docu-

ments such as copies of in-
surance policies, iden-
tification and bank account
records in a waterproof,
portable container. You can
use the emergency financial
first aid kit - EFFAK (PDF -
977Kb) developed by Opera-
tion Hope, FEMA and Citi-
zen Corps to help you
organize your information.
• Emergency reference

material such as a first aid
book and other helpful infor-
mation from emergency pre-
paredness websites.
• Sleeping bag or warm

blanket for each person. Con-
sider additional bedding if
you live in a cold-weather cli-
mate.
• Complete change of

clothing including a long
sleeved shirt, long pants and
sturdy shoes. Consider addi-
tional clothing if you live in a

cold-weather climate.
• Household chlorine

bleach and medicine dropper
—When diluted, nine parts
water to one part bleach,
bleach can be used as a disin-
fectant. Or in an emergency,
you can use it to treat water
by using 16 drops of regular
household liquid bleach per
gallon of water. Do not use
scented, color safe or
bleaches with added clean-
ers.
• Fire extinguisher.
• Matches in a waterproof

container.
• Feminine supplies and

personal hygiene items.
• Mess kits, paper cups,

plates, paper towels and
plastic utensils.
• Paper and pencil.
• Books, games, puzzles or

other activities for children.
For more information

about emergency prepared-
ness, visit the Navy Region
Hawaii website at www.cnic.
navy.mil/hawaii and the
JBPHH website at www.
cnic.navy.mil/PearlHarbor-
Hickam. Additional informa-
tion is available at www.
ready.gov.

Islands get reprieve from Ignacio, Jimena
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Senior Airman 
Christopher Stoltz

15th Wing Public Affairs

The 15th Wing Public Affairs
office recently sat down with the
new 15th Wing command chief
master sergeant for this month’s
Airman spotlight.

Q: What’s your name and
what do you do?
A:  I am Command Chief Jerry

Williams and I arrived on island
July 29. I am new to the com-
mand chief arena. My primary
functional background is civil en-
gineering, specifically heating, air
conditioning and refrigeration. I
am coming here from Aviano,
where I was the mission support
group superintendent.

Q: How many years have
you been in the Air Force?
A:  I just crossed the 25-year

threshold.
Q: How long have you been

a chief master sergeant?

A:  Since 2010, so a little over
five years.

Q: Do you have any family
here?
A:  My wife and two children,

one daughter and one son. This is
also the first time traveling with
a pet, so that was an interesting

experience as well.
Q: What do you hope to ac-

complish during your tenure
here as the 15th Wing com-
mand chief?
A:  My mindset going into any

position is to always leave it a lit-
tle better than when I found it. So
understanding that my predeces-
sor did a fabulous job, but just
trying to pick up where he left off
and take it to the next level. My
concept with anything is try to
make a positive difference.

Q: Any personal goals?
A:  I have some fitness goals. I

like to run a bit, but I want to be-
come a little more consistent in
that running and increase the
distance I can run. I want to lead
by that positive example.

Q: Personal leadership
philosophies?
A?  First and foremost, servant

leadership and keeping a certain
level of humility is key. However,
my philosophy is you look, listen,
learn and then lead. It is easy to

be impatient and try to make
change too early. If you follow
those steps and take the time to
follow the steps, you will be able
to make a long-term, lasting dif-
ference.

Q: What do you expect out
of your Airmen?
A:  The expectation(s) for me

are simple. I’m sure you’re famil-
iar with the little brown book, so
the expectation is to be a good
Airman. Follow the guidance that
is set forth and lead by that posi-
tive example. Also, follow the Air
Force core values, making sure
we lead and take care of each
other. I highly value a strong
wingman.

Q: Your leaders?
A:  I expect leaders to lead.

What I mean by that is some-
times it is difficult to make the
hard call. If someone is not doing
what they are supposed to, let’s
hold them accountable. Likewise,
if someone is doing a wonderful
job, let’s give them a pat on the

back and reward them for it. But
we have to be those gatekeepers.”

Q: Do you love what you do?
A: Absolutely. I love it because

it gives us all the chance to serve
our country. And when I say
serve my country, I mean taking
care of all Americans. Whether it
is immediate family or the
brethren you serve with at each
assignment, it gives us the ability
to make a difference for those we
may encounter along the journey
that we call our military career.

Q: Do you have anything
else to add?
A:  I am totally excited about

being stationed here. Likewise, I
am looking forward to getting out
and meeting and greeting all of
Team Hickam and hopefully
making a lasting and positive im-
pression.”
(For more information about

Williams, or to see more Airman
spotlights, visit the 15th Wing
Facebook page, or visit
www.15wg.af.mil.)

15th Wing command chief: ‘Look, listen, learn, lead’

Command Chief Jerry Williams

MC1 Jason Swink

Submarine Force Pacific
Fleet Public Affairs 

After two years at the
helm, Rear Adm. Phillip G.
Sawyer turned over duties
as commander of Subma-
rine Force, U.S. Pacific
Fleet (COMSUBPAC) and
commander of Task Force
134, to Rear Adm. Freder-
ick J. “Fritz” Roegge during
a ceremony held Sept. 3 at
Sharkey Theater at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.
Having assumed com-

mand in August 2013,
Sawyer ran the daily busi-
ness of 60 percent of the
U.S. Submarine Force.
This included oversight of
the Pacific component of
the nation’s ballistic mis-
sile submarine force as
Task Force 134.  
Sawyer was instrumen-

tal in the integration of
women as members of
eight submarine crews and
has laid the groundwork
for women to enjoy further
opportunities to serve in
the submarine community.
“In the submarine force,

our center of gravity is the
individual submarine, op-
erating independently, far,
far forward,” Sawyer said.
During his command,

Sawyer deployed 42 sub-
marines through 29 attack
and guided missile subma-
rine deployments and 40
strategic deterrent patrols
in support of six combatant
commands.
A native of Phoenix, he

graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1983
with a bachelor of science
degree in systems engi-
neering. He received a
master’s degree in engi-
neering management from
Old Dominion University.
Sawyer’s leadership pro-

vided COMSUBPAC’s
forces with a vision for
maintaining dominance in
the undersea domain while
guiding the professional
and personal development
of submarine force person-
nel. 
He was instrumental in

maintaining a constant fo-

cus on forward operations
with consideration to the
Pacific rebalance, resulting
in the location of four sub-
marines to Naval Base
Guam.
Sawyer’s guidance for

improving worldwide un-
dersea rescue capabilities
resulted in the certification
of state-of-the-art rescue
vessels assigned to Under-
sea Rescue Command.  
He will remain in

Hawaii, taking over as
deputy commander and
chief of staff for U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet. 
Adm. Cecil B. Haney,

commander of U.S. Strate-
gic Command, was the cer-
emony’s guest speaker. He
also received the report of
relief for Task Force 134
from both Sawyer and
Roegge, while Adm. Scott
H. Swift, commander, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, received the
report of relief for the Pa-
cific Submarine Force.
“The reach and the en-

durance of our submarine
force as part of our whole of
government rebalance to
the Asia-Pacific is vital to
regional stability, maritime
security, the world’s eco-
nomic engine, and assuring

our allies both in and be-
yond this region,” said
Haney.
Haney said that under

Sawyer’s leadership, the
Pacific Submarine Force
was prepared to carry out
vital missions in the ser-
vice of the United States
while supporting its allies
and ensuring freedom of
navigation throughout the
Pacific.
“I would also like to

salute all the Sailors and
our civilian workforce who
operate, maintain and pro-
vide security for our sub-
marines, day-in and
day-out, for our nation.
They are the best in the
world,” Haney said.
During the ceremony,

Sawyer received the Legion
of Merit for his superior
service to the Pacific Sub-
marine Force.
Sawyer said he was con-

vinced that COMSUBPAC
is the best “two-star job” in
the Navy and described
Roegge as a “submarine
force superstar.”
“SUBPAC is in ex-

tremely good hands,” said
Sawyer.
In his final remarks,

Sawyer expressed his grat-
itude to the men and
women of the Pacific Sub-
marine Force.
“What you do every day

matters.  It matters to our
nation, our friends, our
partners, our allies, and it
matters to any country who
may seek to undermine the
security and stability of the
Indo-Asia-Pacific Region,”
Sawyer said.  “I thank you

for your service and sacri-
fice.”
The productive work

started by Sawyer will con-
tinue under the watch of
Roegge, who most recently
served as director, military
personnel plans and policy
division, at the office of the
Chief of Naval Operations
in Washington, D.C. 
Roegge, an honors grad-

uate of the University of
Minnesota with a bachelor
of science in mechanical
engineering, was commis-
sioned through the Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps
program. He earned a mas-
ter of science degree in en-
gineering management
from the Catholic Univer-
sity of America and a mas-
ter of arts degree with
highest distinction in na-
tional security and strate-
gic studies from the Naval
War College.
As Roegge assumed com-

mand, he expressed his
pride in the new assign-
ment at COMSUBPAC.
“All of us submariners

are the products of the
proud history and tradi-
tions of our submarine
force,” Roegge said.
“There’s no better place to
remember that than here
in Pearl Harbor.”
“This is an exciting time

to be a submariner,”
Roegge told those who had
gathered for the change of
command ceremony. “Our
submarine force will lead
the way once again, deter-
ring conflict, but being
ready to prevail should de-
terrence fail.”

Pacific Submarine Force holds change of command 

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Johans Chavarro
Adm. Cecil B. Haney, left, commander of U.S. Strategic Command, presents Rear Adm.
Phillip G. Sawyer, outgoing commander of Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUB-
PAC), with the Legion of Merit award during the COMSUBPAC change of command ceremo-
ny Sept. 3 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

Online http://www.hookelenews.com/  or visit

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Hawaii
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Running teams consisting of military service
members stand in formation prior to the
Fisher House Hero and Remembrance Run,
Walk or Roll event Sept. 5 at Ford Island.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher Hubenthal

U.S. Air Force Hickam Honor Guard members
render honors during the Fisher House Hero
and Remembrance Run, Walk or Roll event.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher Hubenthal

(Right) Rear Adm. Frederick Roegge, incoming
commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific
Fleet (COMSUBPAC), walks through the side
boys during the COMSUBPAC change of com-
mand ceremony Sept 3 at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Class Johans Chavarro

(Below) Adm. Cecil B. Haney, commander of
U.S. Strategic Command, delivers remarks
during the Commander, Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet change of command cere-
mony.

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Class Johans Chavarro
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MC1 Elliott Fabrizio

Chief of Naval Operations
Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON (NNS)—
The Chief of Naval Opera-
tions (CNO) Adm. Jonathan
Greenert recently discussed
the progress and future chal-
lenges of the Navy Sexual
Assault and Prevention Re-
sponse (SAPR) program.
CNO discussed SAPR on

the Weekly Wire Rundown,
an informational video blog
produced by the Office of
Chief of Naval Personnel
(CNP). 
Greenert began the con-

versation by outlining the
progress the Navy has made
in SAPR. 
“We’ve gone from denying-

‘we don’t really have this
problem, do we?’ or ‘it’s some-
body else’s problem’—to,
frankly, a wide awakening:
We have a problem,” said
Greenert. 
In 2013, the Navy estab-

lished the 21st Century
Sailor Office, to support the
CNO’s tenets, primarily “Be
Ready,” by building Sailor
resilience and taking overall

responsibility for the Navy’s
SAPR program. 
Greenert said the office

has succeeded in implement-
ing a myriad of new initia-
tives, such as the Victims’
Legal Counsel (VLC) Pro-
gram and other command
advocacy programs and posi-
tions that have become the
Navy’s “tools” in combating
sexual assault. 
“We have the tools,”

Greenert added. “Now it’s
time to get into execution.
Let’s make the victim the
survivor.” 
One positive sign Greenert

noted is that more women
are coming forward to report
being the victim of sexual as-
sault, up from one out of 10
in 2012 to one in three today. 
Greenert said this indi-

cates confidence in the chain
of command to properly han-
dle these sensitive cases.
Overall, the Navy has ex-

perienced a decline in the
prevalence of unwanted sex-
ual contact by one third from
2012 to 2014. 
Many challenges remain,

however, with as few as one
in 12 men coming forward to
report sexual assault and a

growing need to define and
prevent retaliation.
“We have to be conscious

that what we may feel is not
retaliation is, in fact, retalia-
tion to the victim, to the sur-

vivor,” said Greenert. “We’ve
got to be clear on what retali-
ation is and what could be
perceived as retaliation to
the victim, to the survivor.” 
The CNO said he believes

the Navy’s next step in elimi-
nating the issue of sexual as-
sault is creating a culture of
dignity and respect that pen-
etrates down to the Navy’s
microclimates—the individ-

ual work centers. 
“No more of the sexist

jokes,” said Greenert. “No
sexual harassment. That’s
out. We’ve got to get down to
that deckplate level and say,
‘hey look, I’m just not going
to tolerate this anymore.’
That’s how we did it with
racism. That’s how we did it
with drugs, and I think
that’s how we’re going to get
by this challenge.” 
This year, the 21st Cen-

tury Sailor released the
Navy’s Sexual Assault Pre-
vention and Response
Strategic Plan and an up-
date to the Navy SAPR pol-
icy. 
The strategic plan de-

scribes sexual assault as a
crime that erodes warfighting
capacity and charges every
Sailor with the responsibility
of eradicating it.
“We don’t have time for

what some call ‘jackassery,’”
said Greenert in closing. 
“We are a serious busi-

ness. We need dignity, re-
spect and trust, so that we
can get out there and do the
job that we need to do. It’s a
difficult task enough,” he
said.

CNO on SAPR: ‘Jackassery’ OUT, dignity and respect IN

U.S. Navy file photo
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert conducts an all hands call for more than 500
Hawaii-based Sailors at Sharkey Theater Jan. 19, 2012 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam Public
Affairs

POW/MIA Memorial
Week commemorations from
Sept. 14 to 18 have been
scheduled at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam and
the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific
(Punchbowl).
• A reveille will begin at 7

a.m. Sept. 14 at Atterbury
Circle.
• A name reading will be

held from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the POW/MIA monument,
Sept. 14; 15th Wing Head-
quarters, Sept. 15; the Court-
yard of Heroes, Sept. 16;
Earhart Track, Sept. 17; and
Missing Man Formation,
Sept. 18.
• A sentinel post will be

held from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Sept. 15 at Atterbury
Circle.
• A remembrance run will

be held from 6 a.m. Sept. 17
to 6 a.m. Sept. 18 at Earhart
track.

• A closing ceremony will
begin at 7 a.m. Sept. 18 at At-
terbury Circle.
This is a time of remem-

brance for those who were
held prisoner and those who
have yet to come home.
Members of the JBPHH com-
munity are welcome to par-
ticipate, including as
volunteers.
For more information, call

Tech. Sgt Mary Witherow at
448-1428, Master Sgt. Amy
Mendonca at 449-8775 or
Tech Sgt. Rudy Mendez at
448-1231.

• A Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency remem-
brance ceremony will begin
at 10 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Na-
tional Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific (Punchbowl). For
more information, call 488-
1935.
• The monthly Pearl Har-

bor Colors honors and her-
itage ceremony at 7:30 a.m.
Sept. 17 at the Pearl Harbor
Visitor Center will focus on
national POW/MIA recogni-
tion. Former Vietnam War
POW retired Capt. Jerry Cof-
fee will be the guest speaker. 

Events next week will
remember POW/MIA

Suicide Prevention Month proclamation

Photo courtesy of State of Hawaii Department of Health Injury and Prevention Services Branch
Left to right, Lt. Rebecca Miranda, suicide prevention program manager for Navy Region
Hawaii; Curtis Gilland, N91 regional programs director at Navy Region Hawaii; and Capt. Mark
Manfredi, chief of staff for Navy Region Hawaii; attended a suicide prevention week procla-
mation presentation ceremony held Sept. 4 at Honolulu Hale. Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell
signed the proclamation which was presented to the Prevent Suicide Hawaii Task Force by
Roy Amemiya, Honolulu managing director. September is Suicide Prevention Month.OnlineOnline
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Pacific Partnership Public
Affairs 

ASAN, Guam—Pacific
Partnership 2015 person-
nel stationed in Guam,
but recently assigned to
the hospital ship USNS
Mercy (T-AH 19) ,  re-
turned home Sept.  4 as
the ship pulled into U.S.
Naval Base Guam for a
liberty port call.
While many other PP15

personnel will stay with
Mercy until Hawaii or the
ship’s  homeport in San
Diego, Airmen from the
554th Redhorse Squadron
and Sailors  from U.S.
Naval  Hospital ,  Guam
have reached their final
destination and were re-
united with their fami-
lies, friends and parent
commands.
“I ’ve  been in the Air

Force for nine years,” said
Staff  Sgt .  Benjamin
Preisler from the 554th
Redhorse Squadron. “This
was a rewarding experi-
ence, being part of some-
thing outside of myself.
Now I’m looking forward
to seeing my wife and kid
and enjoying some island
life.”

Nine Redhorse engi-
neers from the squadron
worked alongside U.S.
Navy Seabees, Royal Aus-
tralian Army engineers,
Japanese Self  Defense
Force engineers,  engi-
neers from Malaysia and
Timor-Leste, as well as
engineers from the host
nations of  Fi j i ,  Papua
New Guinea, the Philip-
pines and Vietnam, to
build or renovate schools
and hospitals.
Eight Sailors from U.S.

Naval Hospital, Guam re-
turned home as well.
“It ’s  been hard work,

but it’s fulfilling to suc-
cessful ly  help the pa-
tients we set out to help,”
said Chief  Hospital
Corpsman Eric Lindain, a
PP15 country site super-
visor.
Lindain had mixed feel-

ings about returning
home. “It will be nice to
relax, but it was a great
journey—lots of friend-
ships and camaraderie,”
he said.
Pacific Partnership is

in its 10th iteration and
is the largest annual mul-
ti lateral  humanitarian
assistance and disaster
relief preparedness mis-
sion conducted in the

Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
While training for crisis
conditions, Pacific Part-
nership missions to date
have provided real world
medical care to approxi-
mately 270,000 patients

and veterinary services to
more than 38,000 ani-
mals. Critical infrastruc-
ture development has
been supported in host
nations during more than
180 engineering projects.
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Final phase will
complete three-year
restoration project
Pacific Historic Parks

HONOLULU—Pacific
Historic Parks announced
Sept. 4 that the final phase
of the USS Arizona Memo-
rial restoration project is
has begun.
The third and final

phase of the restoration
project will replace the ter-
razzo flooring on the
memorial. Over the years,
the memorial has weath-
ered natural exposure from
the elements, salt water
spray, and foot traffic from
more than 50 million visi-
tors.
“The site is significant to

so many people,” said
Rhonda Loh, acting super-
intendent for World War II
Valor in the Pacific Na-
tional Monument, Na-
tional Park Service. 
“By replacing the ter-

razzo floor, we are helping
to ensure that the memo-
rial will continue to be a
place where individuals
can come to honor those
men who died aboard the
USS Arizona,” she said.
“A visit to the USS Ari-

zona Memorial is one of
the most impactful experi-
ences in Pearl Harbor,”

said Gene Caliwag, presi-
dent and CEO of Pacific
Historic Parks, a non-
profit cooperating associa-
tion of the National Park
Service. 
Pacific Historic Parks

has led the effort to restore
the USS Arizona Memo-
rial, working with public
and private entities to col-

lect the approximately
$468,000 needed to com-
plete the phase three re-
pairs.
“We are proud to work

with the National Park
Service at World War II
Valor in the Pacific Na-
tional Monument and
Hawk Contracting Group
in our continued steward-

ship and effort to ensure
that the memorial is pro-
tected and preserved for
future generations,” Cali-
wag said.
“Pacific Historic Parks is

especially grateful to the
many friends and donors
who have made it possible
through their generous
philanthropic support of
all phases of the memo-
rial's restoration.”
Phase three, work on

the terrazzo flooring with
construction work carried
out by Hawk Contracting
Group, starts this month
and will continue over a
period of 50 working days.
The terrazzo flooring cov-
ers approximately 4,650
square feet. 
The USS Arizona Memo-

rial will remain open dur-
ing the period of const-
ruction. No work will be
done while visitors are on
the memorial. The flooring
project will be done in sec-
tions, and visitors will be
prevented from walking on

the sections of flooring 
under active work.
During part of this time,

visitors won’t be able to
walk into the Shrine Room
but will still be able to look
into that room through the
doorway.
Phase one of the restora-

tion started in June 2012
and involved the replace-
ment of skylights, railings
and doors; repainting the
interior and exterior; in-
stalling LED light fixtures;
and repairing concrete ir-
regularities. 
Phase two, completed in

November 2014, replaced
the Shrine Room wall that
lists the names of the 1,177
Marines and Sailors who
lost their lives on Dec. 7,
1941. Work for phase one
and two of the restoration
also was carried out by
Hawk Contracting Group.
For more information

about the restoration of the
USS Arizona Memorial,
visit www.pacifichistoric
parks.org.

Flooring replacement begins at USS Arizona Memorial

U.S. Navy file photo

Pacific Partnership personnel return home to Guam 

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Mark El-Rayes
A Sailor greets his friend after departing the hospital ship
USNS Mercy (T-AH 19). Sailors and Airmen stationed in
Guam were deployed aboard Mercy for Pacific Partnership
2015 for the past four months.


