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Teens lead the way at Operation
Megaphone
See page B-1

Partida replaces Hill as VP-9
commanding officer
See page A-2

Events planned in May for
heritage month
See page B-3

Naval Academy emphasizes
diversity at heritage event
See page A-8

Commander of Pacific Air Forces
visits Wolf Pack
See page A-2

Go Fish: 16th Annual Friends of
Hickam Keiki Fishing
Tournament See page B-3

Military children
recognized for scholastic
achievements
Story and photo by
MC2 Jeff Troutman

Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West, Det.
Hawaii

Rear Adm. Rick Williams,
commander of Navy Region
Hawaii and Naval Surface
Group Middle Pacific, hosted
an educators’ reception April
23 to honor local high school
students and emphasize the
military community partner-
ship with the Hawaii
Department of Education
(DOE).

The reception was held at
Williams’ home and includ-
ed approximately 65 local
public school educators,
including students from mil-
itary families who are grad-
uating as valedictorians this
year.

The goals of the event
were to recognize military
children’s success in the
Hawaii school system, spot-
light the military communi-
ty’s strategic engagement,
and to communicate a plan
to help attract the best and
brightest of personnel to
seek assignments in Hawaii.

“Our public schools
here in Hawaii do a fabu-
lous job educating all chil-
dren, to include our tran-
sitio-ning military kids,”

said Williams.
“We’re so proud of what

our students have accom-
plished and will continue to
accomplish. I’ve directed my
staff to continue developing
a strategic communications
plan to get the good news
about the schools here in
Hawaii out to the rest of the

Navy, and we will be work-
ing closely with the
Department of Education’s
communications team in
this endeavor,” he said.

The reception provided a
chance for state educational
professionals and prominent
military leaders to come
together to share their

thoughts and experiences
working together toward the
common goal of promoting
Hawaii’s educational pro-
gram to a broader spectrum.

“This reception is a great
way to see the solid rela-
tionship the Hawaii Public
School system has with our
military families and

friends here,” said Kathryn
Matayoshi, Hawaii
Department of Education
superintendent.

“Our educators here in
attendance tonight have
been so committed to
improving public education
in Hawaii over the last four
or five years, and receptions

like this really emphasize
that partnership and helps
us recognize the true value
of the shared involvement
we have to better our
state’s educational system,”
Matayoshi said.

Daniel Pagaduan, an
honor student, said his posi-
tive experiences in Hawaii’s
public school system and its
partnership with the local
military community helped
foster his dream of one day
becoming a Sailor in the
United States Navy.

“It’s an honor to be invited
here tonight. I know my par-
ents are so proud and excited
for me to have this opportu-
nity,” said Pagaduan.

“I’ve always wanted to be
a Navy Sailor and, hopefully
one day, a naval aviator.
Living here in Hawaii, with
such an involved military
community, has really
helped me focus on my
dreams of achieving that
and committing myself to a
life of naval service,” he said.

Pagaduan’s immediate
plans are to attend a year of
school at the New Mexico
Military Institute in
Roswell, N.M. with hopes of
being accepted to the Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Md.
in 2016.

(For more information on
Navy Region Hawaii and
its continued commitment
to the betterment of the
Hawaii public school system,
visit:www.cnic.navy.mil/ Ha
waii.)

Navy shows community partnership with Hawaii DOE

Rear Adm. Rick Williams, commander Navy Region Hawaii and Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific, greets Kathryn
Matayoshi, Hawaii Department of Education superintendent, at an educators’ reception held at Williams’ home at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam. The reception was held to honor top students from local high schools and to emphasize the military
community partnership with the Hawaii educational system.

Hawaii Raptors launch for joint training
(Right) A U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor from the Hawaii
Raptors, increases altitude shortly after taking off April 20
from Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

(Below) A pilot from the Hawaii Raptors awaits the conclu-
sion of an end of runway inspection of the F-22 Raptor.

(Bottom) U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptors, from the Hawaii
Raptors, take-off from JBPHH.

U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich

Navy Region Hawaii
Public Affairs

A Celebration of Life
service will be conducted
at 8 a.m. tomorrow at
Kailua Beach Park to re-
member and honor Lt.
Cmdr. Erik Sweet who
passed away April 26.

Sweet, until recently the
ship maintenance officer
aboard USS John C. Sten-
nis (CVN 74), died April 26

during the Dash & Splash
Biathlon at Kailua Beach
Park, in which he and his
wife, Cmdr. Linda Sey-
mour, commanding officer
of USS Halsey (DDG 97),
were participating.

“Erik Sweet was a posi-
tive influence on countless
shipmates,” said Capt.
Mike Wettlaufer, USS
John C. Stennis command-
ing officer.

“An outstanding naval

officer and great American
with a wonderful sense of
humor and innate ability
to connect with people,
Erik was full of pride for
his work and for his ship-
mates. He was a positive
influence in countless lives
and with numerous
friends scattered around
the world. Our thoughts
and prayers are with
Erik’s family,” Wettlaufer
said.

Sweet grew up in Fort
Worth, Texas and most of
his career was spent at sea
aboard USS Carl Vinson
(CVN 70) and USS John C.
Stennis (CVN 74), home-
ported in Bremerton,
Wash., where he and his
wife and closest friends
call “home.”

During his Navy career,
his assignments also in-
cluded ships in Norfolk, Va.;
Alameda, Calif.; La Mad-

dalena, Italy; and as a re-
cruiter in Amarillo, Texas
and Bangor, Wash.

Sweet, 44, enlisted in the
Navy at the age of 17 and
served 26 ½ years. He was
due to retire today, May 1.

An obituary was re-
leased by his family, which
reads in part: “Erik is re-
membered by all who had
ever met him as fun-lov-
ing, the life of any gather-
ing, and someone who

lived life to the fullest and
ensured everyone around
him was taken care of and
happy.”

A Celebration of Life
will also be held at 4 p.m.
May 10 at the Bremerton
Elks Club, Bremerton,
Wash.

All who love and cele-
brate life are welcome to
attend the life celebrations
and remembrance cere-
monies, the family said.

Memorial for Lt. Cmdr. Erik Sweet to be held tomorrow
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Ensign Kelly Lorentson

USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112)
Public Affairs

HONG KONG (NNS) — The
Arleigh Burke-class guided-mis-
sile destroyer USS Michael Mur-
phy (DDG 112) arrived April 24 in
Hong Kong for a port visit during
the ship’s maiden deployment.

Michael Murphy will spend sev-
eral days in the city promoting in-
ternational relations and cultural
experiences within the local com-
munity.

The crew will also enjoy some
downtime and absorb the local
culture through several tours and
activities sponsored by Morale,
Welfare, and Recreation.

“The crew has been looking for-
ward to this Hong Kong port visit
for some time,” said Cmdr. Robert
Heely, Michael Murphy’s execu-
tive officer. “The city has so much
to offer, and I know they will en-
joy the culture, sights and warm
hospitality that make Hong Kong
a prized international destina-
tion.”

During their free time in port,
Michael Murphy Sailors said they
look forward to visiting the sights
and attractions that Hong Kong
has to offer.

“While in Hong Kong, I plan to
hike Victoria Peak and enjoy the
wonderful views from the top,”
said Electrician’s Mate 1st Class
Andrew Synan.

“Port visits like this allow us to
recharge and enjoy some once-in-
a-lifetime opportunities that we
will remember for the rest of our
lives,” Synan said.

Michael Murphy is named in
honor of Lt. Michael Murphy, a
Navy SEAL who was posthu-
mously awarded the Medal of
Honor for valorous service during
Operation Red Wings in
Afghanistan in 2005.

Michael Murphy is on deploy-
ment to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
responsibility supporting security
and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pa-
cific region.

(For more news from
US S Michael Murphy, visi t
http:/ / www.navy.mil/ local/ dd
g112/ .)

USS Michael Murphy arrives in Hong Kong

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Daniel M. Young
USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112) is on patrol in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility supporting security and
stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

Lt. j.g. Rebecca Nesmith

Patrol Squadron Nine
Public Affairs

During a ceremony held
April 29, the command of
Patrol Squadron Nine (VP-
9) passed from Cmdr. Kat-
rina Hill to Cmdr. Gonzalo
Partida at Marine Corps
Base Hawaii, Kaneohe.

Partida became the 65th
commanding officer of VP-9
since its establishment in
1951.

Presiding over the cere-
mony, Capt. Steve Newlund,
commander of Patrol and
Reconnaissance Wing Two
(CPRW-2), recognized the
accomplishments of VP-9
during Hill’s tenure and wel-
comed Partida.

Hill led the Golden Eagles
to earn both the 2014 Com-
mander Naval Air Forces,
Pacific Battle “E” award and
the AVCM Donald M. Neal
Aircraft Maintenance
Award. These awards recog-
nize both the performance
readiness and efficiency of
the squadron as well as its
maintenance record for the
year 2014.

In a letter to the com-
mand, Hill told the

squadron, “The last two
years as a ‘Golden Eagle’
were the best of my career so
far. I am overwhelmed by
your success.” Hill’s next
assignment will be to CTF
57 in Bahrain.

This is Partida’s second
tour at VP-9. He originally
served as a junior officer
with the squadron from
1999-2003. Following a de-
partment head tour at NAS
Whidbey Island from 2008-
2011 with the VP-1
“Screaming Eagles” and a
tour with Joint Staff, nu-
clear command and control
directorate (J-36), he re-
joined VP-9 in 2014 as exec-
utive officer.

Assuming the duties as
executive officer of the
squadron will be Cmdr.
Elizabeth A. Regoli. This is
her first tour in Hawaii, and
she joins VP-9 following a
tour serving as naval mili-
tary aide to the vice presi-
dent.

“I am excited to be joining
a ‘Golden Eagle’ team that
has established itself as a
model of professionalism
within our community
through their sustained out-
standing performance,” said
Regoli.

Partida replaces Hill as VP-9 commanding officer

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Amber Porter
Capt. Stephen L. Newlund, center, commodore of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing (CPRW) 2, passes command of Patrol
Squadron (VP) 9 to Cmdr. Gonzalo Partida as Cmdr. Katrina Hill, outgoing commanding officer of VP-9, looks on during VP-
9's change of command ceremony. (Additional photo on page A-5.)

Senior Airman
Divine Cox

8th Fighter Wing Public
Affairs

KUNSAN AIR BASE,
Republic of Korea — The
commander of Pacific Air
Forces met with Airmen
from the 8th Fighter Wing
(FW) during her first visit
to Kunsan, April 22 and 23.

Gen. Lori J. Robinson
started her visit with a din-
ner with Wolf Pack Airmen,
during which she expressed
her excitement for the up-
coming immersion with the
Wolf Pack.

“I felt it was a great way
to introduce COMPACAF
to the Wolf Pack,” said Se-
nior Airman Denasha
Mondy, 8th Force Support
Squadron (FSS) food ser-
vices journeyman. “I really
enjoyed being able to social-
ize with the general in a ca-
sual setting.”

Service members from
the 8th Security Force
Squadron (SFS), 8th FSS
and 80th Fighter Squadron
provided Robinson with an
8th FW mission brief. She
also received a defense
strategy demonstration
from the 8th SFS that
showcased how Wolf Pack
Airmen are prepared to de-
fend the base against at-
tacks.

“From what I just saw in
that demonstration, I can
honestly say Kunsan is
ready to fight tonight to de-
ter aggression from the
North Korean regime and
prevail during a crisis on

the peninsula,” Robinson
said.

Following the mission
brief, Robinson stopped at
many units, including
the 8th Communications
Squadron, 8th Medical
Group, Republic of Korea
Air Force’s 38th Fighter
Group and aircraft mainte-
nance units to meet with
Airmen and learn how

they contribute to the
PACAF mission.

After recognizing multi-
ple Airmen for their accom-
plishments, the final stop
on her tour was to the base
theater where 500 mem-
bers of the Wolf Pack gath-
ered for an all-call.

During the discussion,
she briefly spoke about her
expectations for Airmen be-

fore opening the floor for
questions.

“I am excited to hear
what you all have to say,”
Robinson said. “I want to
hear in your words what’s
on your mind.”

One of the questions for
Robinson was where she
saw the Air Force going in
the next five to 10 years.

“We need to modernize

the force,” she said. “Right
now, we’re smaller than
we’ve ever been. So, we
need to make sure we’ve got
the right force structure in
the right places. The de-
mand for all the Air Force
does is high. Everyone
wants what you bring to
the fight.”

In closing, she thanked
the Wolf Pack for taking

care of the mission and tak-
ing care of each other.

“Thank you for what you
do and how you do it,” she
continued. “My experience
here with the [Wolf] Pack
has shown me you each
have the mentality, preci-
sion, passion and focus you
need in order to be con-
stantly poised for what you
do each and every day.”

Commander of Pacific Air Forces visits Wolf Pack

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Taylor Curry
Gen. Lori J. Robinson, Pacific Air Forces commander, shakes hands with 8th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Airmen during her visit April 23 to Kunsan Air
Base, Republic of Korea. (Additional photo on page A-5.)

Online http://www.hookelenews.com/ or visit

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Hawaii/index.htm



Rear Adm.
Rick Williams

Commander, Navy Region
Hawaii and Naval Surface
Group Middle Pacific

Hawaii’s schools provide
excellent opportunities here
for our military families —
from preschool to elemen-
tary to high school and on to
university.

Eleven of the 12 valedicto-
rians at Radford High

School and two valedictori-
ans at Moanalua are from
military ohana.

As graduation arrives,
we’re seeing five service
academy appointments and
eight JROTC scholarships
this year.

Recently I hosted senior
military leaders, educators,
university faculty and stu-
dents from our families for
an informal meet and greet.

One reason for our get-to-
gether was to discuss how

we can continue to “commu-
nicate the value,” to show
the outstanding quality and
opportunity in our schools.
Another reason was to
rededicate ourselves to
working together and seeing
how we can learn from each
other in shared aloha.

Several decades ago, there
were legitimate concerns re-
lated to some schools, just as
there were for the quality of
military housing, once con-
sidered substandard, prior

to public-private venture
modernization.

But just like housing, fit-
ness centers, child develop-
ment centers and other
quality-of-life initiatives,
schools near our bases
have become better and
stronger. They are now
learning centers with out-
standing academics and ex-
tracurricular programs.

Every time I visit Radford
High School, even late in the
afternoon, I see all kinds of

clubs, teams, events and stu-
dent activities.

And, we are part of the
positive trend.

Our Sailors join with Air-
men, Marines, Soldiers and
Coast Guardsmen in school
outreach throughout
Hawaii: music/band school
visits, shipyard robotics, in-
teractions with Navy divers,
rocket science at Pacific Mis-
sile Range Facility, judges at
science fairs, coaches with
local teams, and opportuni-

ties during RIMPAC.
In the arena of science,

technology, engineering and
math, our military is helping
schools in Hawaii. And in
well-rounded, diverse and
innovative studies, our
schools are helping military
families.

The Navy is a family busi-
ness. Our Sailors and fami-
lies already have an
amazing sense of duty, hav-
ing served through deploy-
ments, separations and
dozens of moves. They have
grown up adaptable and in-
novative, with a unique
sense of discipline, character
and experience into the next
generation. We owe it to
them to represent their sac-
rifices, while at the same
time making a sound future
investment.

That’s the key point: in-
vestment. Our families are
our future.

We must take care of our
future Navy by developing
prospective officers, techni-
cally expert enlisted staff,
and a local work force by
taking advantage of oppor-
tunities right here in our
community. At the same
time, we embrace the aloha
of Hawaii and appreciate the
opportunity to live, work
and learn here in these
beautiful islands.

So let’s continue the in-
volvement and the improve-
ment. Let’s continue to work
together as educators, com-
munity leaders and Navy
leaders to ensure we give all
families the best education
and training opportunities
possible.

You can also help me get
the word out and let people
know why Hawaii is such a
great place in which to live,
work and learn. It’s because
we share the aloha.
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IISS11  DDaanniieell  CCaayywwoooodd
JIOC

“Sitting next to someone who brought
their cat on board. For the entire 13-
hour flight, the cat meowed every 10
to 15 seconds.”

MMaasstteerr  SSggtt..  YYvveettttee  RRoossee
PACAF

“I once observed a very flamboyant
male flight attendant call a woman
passenger the ‘B’ word very loudly.
She deserved it for treating him
badly.”

TTeecchh..  SSggtt..  SSeerrggiioo  CCaammaacchhoo
65th Airlift Squadron

“A few years back, maybe when I was
about 23 years old, I fell asleep on a
complete stranger’s shoulder. I think I
slept about one to two hours. The per-
son just let me sleep. I remember she
was a very attractive girl, which made it all the more
embarrassing for me.”

CCSS11  OOssmmaann  FFeerrnnaannddeezz
NAVSUP FLC

“Sitting on a flight for 10 hours and
not being fed anything but peanuts. It
was very unusual, because on a five-
hour flight, the same airline fed us.
But you don’t feed passengers for a

10-hour flight?”

Want to see your command featured in Diverse Views?
Got opinions to share?

Drop us a line at editor@hookelenews.com or karen.spangler@navy.mil

Provided by Lt. Damall Martin
and David D. Underwood Jr.

What was your most unusual experience
on a commercial flight?

Diverse
Views

Ho‘okele is a free unofficial paper
published every Friday by The Hon-
olulu Star Advertiser 500 Ala Moana
Boulevard Suite 7-500 Honolulu
Hawaii 96813, a private firm in no
way connected with DoD, the 
U. S. Navy, Air Force or Marine
Corps, under exclusive contract with
Commander, Navy Region Hawaii.
All editorial content is prepared,
edited, provided and approved by
the staff of the Commander, Navy
Region Hawaii Public Affairs Office: 
850 Ticonderoga, Suite 110, Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, 96860-4884. Tele-
phone: (808) 473-2888; fax (808)
473-2876; e-mail address: 
editor@hookelenews.com  World
Wide Web address: https://www.cnic.
navy.mil/Hawaii/ or www.hookele
news.com. 
This civilian enterprise newspaper is
an authorized publication primarily
for members of the Navy, Air Force
and Marine Corps military services
and their families in Hawaii. Its con-
tents do not necessarily reflect the
official views of the U. S. Govern-
ment, the Department of Defense,
the U.S. Navy, Air Force or Marine
Corps and do not imply endorse-

ment thereof.
The civilian publisher, The Honolulu
Star Advertiser, is responsible for
commercial advertising, which may
be purchased by calling (808) 521-
9111.
The appearance of advertising in
this newspaper, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute
endorsement of the products and
services advertised by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the U.S. Navy, Air
Force or Marine Corps, Commander,
Navy Region Hawaii or The Honolulu
Star Advertiser.
Everything advertised in this paper
shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without re-
gard to race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation
or any other non-merit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron.
A confirmed violation of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser
will result in the refusal to print ad-
vertising from that source.
Ho‘okele is delivered weekly to Navy
& Air Force housing units and Navy
and Air Force installations through-
out Oahu.
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Blackout leaflets are loaded on a B-18 at Hickam Field for distribution May 18, 1940 on Oahu. On May 23,
1940 (75 years ago this month) the U.S. military staged a simulated enemy attack on Hawaii.

Blackout leaflets loaded at Hickam

Commentary

‘Communicating the value’ of Hawaii’s schools

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Laurie Dexter
Musician 2nd Class Andrea Sematoske, musical education outreach program coordinator assigned to Pacific Fleet (PACFLT) Band at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, speaks with students of the Moanalua Middle School band during a music educational clinic Jan. 30 at the Pu’u Kahea Conference Center
on Oahu.

Email: editor@hookelenews.com
Phone: (808) 473-2890/2895
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David D. Underwood Jr. 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Public Affairs

Senior Airman Marissa
K. Strickland, a cryptologic
language analyst with the
392nd Intelligence
Squadron, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, has been
selected to perform with
the Air Force’s premiere
entertainment group Tops
in Blue. 

Tops in Blue is an all-ac-
tive duty, U.S. Air Force
special unit made up of tal-
ented amateur performers
who are selected for their
entertainment abilities and
special talents.

Strickland’s special tal-
ent is playing the bagpipes,
and she has been in band
since the fourth grade.

A native of Fairfield,
Calif., Strickland joined
the Air Force in 2010. She
has practiced a lot and
maintained her talent,
even when she didn’t have
a band to play with. Tops
in Blue was suggested to
her by a coworker.

Strickland is at Lack-

land Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas going
through her initial train-
ing. Lackland is the home
of Tops in Blue. The train-
ing is a highly accelerated
educational process where
performers hone their
skills and become world-
class performers and dis-
tinguished Air Force
ambassadors.

“I’m learning how to sing
here, too, since they have
me officially listed as a fe-
male vocalist,” said Strick-
land. She is also learning
the show routines to be
ready for a successful
world-wide tour.

Strickland will tour for
nine to 10 months around
the globe, entertaining de-
ployed troops, military
families, promote commu-
nity relations, and support
Air Force recruitment ef-
forts.

“I feel great! It’s such an
honor that I can do what I
love and share it with peo-
ple on this tour,” she said.

She said her unit is ex-
tremely supportive. It was
a challenge for her going
through Airman Leader-
ship School and trying to
out-process for her tempo-
rary assignment with Tops
in Blue. 

“They were there to help
every step of the way, and
I can’t thank them enough.
My friends and family
were also supportive and
very excited for me,’ she
added.

After her tour with the
team, Strickland would
like to reenlist and return
to Defense Language Insti-
tute for a second language. 

“I will  definitely con-
tinue playing bagpipes.
It’s not the kind of instru-
ment you ever put down,
and it has opened so many
doors for me,” she said.

The Tops in Blue team is
always looking for new tal-
ent. For more information on
how to join the “best of the
best,” visit their website at
http://ow.ly/Mj5kX.

Airman from JBPHH selected for Tops in Blue

Senior Airman Marissa K.
Strickland plays the bag-
pipes. 

Photo courtesy of 
Senior Airman Marissa K. Strickland

Navy Installations Command
Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON (NNS) — Hur-
ricane season starts June 1, so
now is a good time to ensure you
are prepared for any disaster that
might strike now or in the imme-
diate future.

The Navy encourages everyone
to take part in this year’s Amer-
ica’s PrepareAthon. 

America’s PrepareAthon is a
month-long emergency prepared-
ness campaign organized by the

Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) that culminated
with National Preparedness Day
on April 30. 

“America’s PrepareAthon re-
minds us that national safety is
dependent upon our individual
preparedness,” said Jeff Sanford,
emergency management program
analyst. 

“The PrepareAthon is an oppor-
tunity to make sure everyone has
the resources they need to be safe
and prepared year-round,” San-
ford said. 

All Navy installations, Sailors,
civilian personnel and families
are encouraged to register at
www.ready.gov/prepare. At the
website, participants can register
preparedness activities, share in-
formation and download materi-
als. It’s an opportunity to be
counted among those who view
preparedness as a shared respon-
sibility and contribute to national
preparedness.

Navy installations across the
U.S., as part of a Department of
Defense-wide effort, will be part-

nering with local FEMA repre-
sentatives and other community
organizations in various pre-
paredness drills and exercises. 

For more information on 
emergency preparedness and to
find out about the Navy’s emer-
gency preparedness program,
visit the Ready Navy website at
www.Ready.Navy.mil. 

You can also contact Ready
Navy by e-mail at ready.navy
@navy.mil or call (202)433-9348,
DSN 288-9348. Follow Ready
Navy on Facebook (www.face

book.com/ReadyNavy), Twitter
(@ReadyNavy) and Instagram.

Ready Navy is a program un-
der the Commander, Navy Instal-
lations Command (CNIC). The
Navy Installations Command is
responsible for worldwide shore
installation support for the U.S.
Navy under the Chief of Naval
Operations. CNIC’s mission is to
support the fleet, fighter and fam-
ily. 

(Ho`okele will feature a double
page pullout with hurricane infor-
mation in the May 29 edition.)

Navy encourages national preparedness during America’s PrepareAthon

Online http://www.hookelenews.com/  or visit

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Hawaii/index.htm
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Gen. Lori J. Robinson, Pacific Air Forces
commander, prepares to shoot an M-4 cal-
iber machine gun following instruction
from an 8th Security Forces Squadron
combat arms instructor April 23 during her
visit to Kunsan Air Base, Republic of
Korea. During Robinson’s visit, she had
the opportunity to experience hands-on
demonstrations as she interacted with the
Wolf Pack’s combat-ready Airmen. 

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Taylor Curry

Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr., com-
mander of U.S. Pacific Fleet, ren-
ders honors during an Australia
and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC) Day ceremony at the
National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific (Punchbowl). ANZAC
Day is held to honor and com-
memorate the soldiers who gave
their lives in the front line of
Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey on
April 25, 1915. 

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Brian M. Wilbur

Sonar Technician 3rd Class
Syed Tanveer, attached to
USS John Paul Jones (DDG
53), speaks about his late
shipmate and friend, Sonar
Technician 2nd Class
Johnathan McNeely, to
friends, family and ship-
mates April 17 at a memori-
al service at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam's Pearl
Harbor Memorial Chapel.
McNeely passed away sud-
denly March 29 in a hiking
accident at Pali Notches,
Oahu. 

U.S. Navy photo by 
MCSN Michael Ray

Cmdr. Gonzalo Partida,
incoming commanding offi-
cer of Patrol Squadron (VP)
9, renders a salute as he
passes sideboys at VP-9's
change of command cere-
mony April 29. 

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Amber Porter
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Review by Bill Doughty

Navy Reads got  a  bounce 
this month when the Task &
Purpose blog connected to a
post  we published in 2013:
“Stavridis’s Novel Approach to
Summer,”  in which former
NATO Supreme Allied Com-
mander Adm. James Stavridis
revealed top 20 works of fiction
by authors ranging from Ian
Fleming and Ian McEwan to
Stephen King and Hilary Man-
tel, author of “Wolf Hall” (now
a BBC/PBS series).

Luckily, Stavridis as dean of
The Fletcher School, Tufts Uni-
versity, is still recommending
books, including several works
of fiction, Ha Jin’s “A Map of
Betrayal,” Emily St. John Man-
del’s “Station Eleven” and Phil
Klay’s “Redeployment,” which
Dean Stavridis calls “a very se-
rious read” of “beautifully real-
ized stories.”

Two works of nonfiction he
recommends from 2014 are
“World Order”  by Henry
Kissinger and “In the Kingdom
of Ice” by Hampton Sides.

On Task & Purpose,  U.S.

Army Maj. Crispin Burke pre-
sents the six smart habits of
the U.S. military’s most suc-
cessful  commanders,  and

among those habits is reading.
“Not only does reading ex-

pose you to new ideas, but it
improves concentration, helps

your writing skills, and best of
all, it’s a lot more productive
than playing video games,”
Burke advises.

“Most importantly, reading
will teach you that there’s very
little you’ll live through that
someone else  hasn’t  experi -
enced already. That’s especially
true in the profession of arms
— after nearly 5,000 years of
recorded military history, most
armed confl icts  di f fer  l i tt le
from the days of  Sun Tzu,
Thucydides and Clausewitz,”
he adds.

Burke also examines the im-
portance of  sound mind and
body, setting a battle rhythm,
networking,  gett ing ground
truth (not relying on yes-peo-
ple), and remembering humil-
i ty  — servant  leadership .
Burke offers great examples to
back up his thesis. Learning
through others’ experiences is
a  task with a  purpose ,  and
reading, once embraced, be-
comes more joy than task.

For the full list of Stravidis's
recommended books, visit
http://navyreads.blogspot.com.)

(Doughty writes and posts to
Navy Reads, a blog supporting
the CNO's Professional Reading
Program and  related  books:
navyreads.blogspot.com.)

Navy Reads: The Stavridis Bounce offers ‘novel’ approach

Image courtesy of Navy Reads
Then-Adm. Stavridis explained in 2012 on TED Talks how the U.S. military is delivering global security this cen-
tury using more than the barrel of a gun.

Story and photo by
Construction Electrician 
2nd Class (SCW) 
Lisa A. Sperhake

CBMU 303 Detachment Pearl Harbor

Construction Battalion Mainte-
nance Unit (CBMU) 303 Detach-
ment Pearl  Harbor,  Naval
Facilities Engineering Command,
and Pacific Seabee self-help hosted
the 23rd Annual Seabee 5K/10K
fun run held April 18 on Ford Is-
land.

The route took runners past the
Battleship Missouri Memorial and
USS Arizona and the USS Utah
memorials.

Overall in charge of organizing
the event, Lt. j.g. Samuel Mayton
said he was impressed by the
turnout and the number of volun-
teers who participated.

“The event was an overall suc-

cess and looking back at all the
challenges, it was worth it. This
run is one of our largest fundrais-
ers towards the Seabee Ball, and
it’s about showing what we do and
who we are. I couldn’t have done it
without all  the volunteers that
helped set it up,” Mayton said.

The first race was the keiki 1-
mile run. After the race was com-
plete ,  the 10K and 5K runners
prepared to begin at the starting
line. With each race having its own
designated route, both races were
started simultaneously.

Ester Nakamura, who finished
third in the women’s 10K race, said
it was a fun experience.

“It was an honor to run with my
boyfriend and the wonderful people
he serves with. The run was a fun
way to be a part of a group activity
and getting to know a few more
people,” she said.

The race ended with the top

three in each category receiving a
commemorative glass. The winners
are as follows: 

10K/Men: 1st, Alec Bell, 35:40;
2nd, Marc Nelson, 36:17; 3rd, Sean
Haight, 38:44.

10K/Women:  1st, Sara Santilli,
47:45;  2nd, Claudia Smallman,
47:55; 3rd, Ester Nakamura, 49:5.

5K/Men:  1st ,  Wil l  Gardner,
19:05;  2nd,  Dennis Hernandez,
19:41; 3rd, Timothy Dengler, 23:26.

5K/Women: 1st, Nicollett Her-
nandez, 26:37;  2nd, Juliana Yaste,
27:40; 3rd, Tanya Peiffer, 31:30.

1-mile/Keiki: 1st, Grayden Pope,
11:13;  2nd, Sophia Hale, 11:30;
3rd, Memphis Brethouwer,  12:55.

Seabees host 23rd Annual Seabee 10K/5K Fun Run on Ford Island

Runners go past the Battleship
Missouri Memorial during the 23rd
annual Seabee run.
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Story and photos by
MC3 Gabrielle Joyner

Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West Det.
Hawaii

Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (JROTC)
cadets from across Oahu
participated in a 5K run
held April 25 on Ford Is-
land,  Joint  Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, to cele-
brate the 99th anniver-

sary of the JROTC pro-
gram.

This year, JROTC pro-
grams from around the
world joined the run in an
effort to beat the Guin-
ness World Record for
largest coordinated multi-
location run. From Oahu
alone,  more than 700
cadets  from approxi-
mately 15 di f ferent
schools took part in the
run.

“I believe we exceeded

expectations,” said David
Tom, school liaison officer
for commander, Navy Re-
gion Hawaii. 

“To see the excitement
and the energy of the kids
here, coming in at zero-
dark-30 on a Saturday
morning when they could
be sleeping in, was very
impressive and inspiring
for me.”

The JROTC came into
being with the National
Defense Act of 1916. Cur-

rently, the program runs
through the Army, Navy,
Air  Force and Marines
and is taught as an elec-
tive course at more than
3,000 secondary schools
nationwide.

“The JROTC program
primarily helps to instill
citizenship in our young
men and women in high
school,” said Retired Mas-
ter Chief Paul Cavallaro. 

“It is not about trying
to get  them to want to

join the military but to
teach them the impor-
tance of being good citi-
zens and stewards within
our community,” he said.

According to Cavallaro,
the anniversary 5K went
a long way toward teach-
ing leadership by helping
the cadets learn how to
take charge and put to-
gether such a large-scale
event.

“I appreciate how much
support we have gotten

from the community and
from all branches of the
military for helping us do
this today,” said Caval-
laro.  “We showed that
when we want to come to-
gether and do something,
there is nothing that we
can’t accomplish.”

The goal  was to have
more than 101,246 run-
ners participate to break
the current record.  Re-
sults from the event are
currently pending.

Hawaii JROTC cadets join worldwide 5K run

(All photos) Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) cadets from several Oahu high schools participated in a 5K run on Ford Island for JROTC’s 99th anniversary. This year’s anniver-
sary run aimed to break a Guinness World Record for the largest coordinated run.

Online http://www.hookelenews.com/  or visit

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Hawaii/index.htm



MC2 Jonathan Correa

U.S. Naval Academy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. —
Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr.,
commander of the U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet, gave the keynote
address as the U.S. Naval
Academy hosted an Asian
American and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month
banquet April 28 at the
Naval Academy Club. 

Harris, a 1978 academy
graduate, was born in
Japan and raised in Ten-
nessee and Florida. He
spoke to the guests about
his point of view on diver-
sity in the Navy, how im-
portant it is, and how it has
changed over the years.

“The condition of being
different—that’s the dictio-
nary meaning of diversity,”
said Harris. “It’s an irony, I
suppose, that the military,
known for establishing a
culture of uniformity, is the
same military that em-
braces our differences and
leads in the struggle for di-
versity.” 

Harris said the U.S. is a
melting pot of different reli-
gions, cultures, ethnic
backgrounds and beliefs,
and the military reflects
that. 

“I believe that embracing
diversity is vital to both our
present and future,” said
Harris. 

“We cannot achieve
healthy growth without it.
One former CNO rightly
said that, as leaders, we
must not be locked in time.
We must anticipate and
embrace the demographic
changes of tomorrow to
build a Navy that always
reflects our country’s
makeup,” he said.

In the Navy, minorities
represent almost 50 per-
cent of the enlisted work-
force and 22 percent of the
officer corps. Approxi-

mately 13 percent are flag
officers. Within the flag
ranks, 91 percent are male
and only 9 percent female. 

Eighty-seven percent are
white with only 6 percent
African American, 5 per-
cent Asian Pacific Ameri-
can, and less than 2 percent
Latino, but these numbers
show how far the Navy has
come since he was commis-
sioned in 1978, Harris said.

“We want to welcome ev-
ery Sailor and Marine into
a family they will proudly
call their own for the rest of
their lives, a family that ex-
ists like no other on land, at
sea or in the air,” said Har-
ris.

Asians and Pacific Is-
landers have been serving
in our Navy since the 19th
century, and they have con-
tinued to be at the forefront
as leaders in every aspect of
American life and in the
military. 

“I’m proud to be the
Navy’s first four-star admi-
ral of Asian Pacific her-
itage,” said Harris. “But
more than that, I’m proud

to be an American on the
Navy-Marine Corps team,
amongst the outstanding
men and women, from di-
verse backgrounds, who are
critical-thinking Sailors
and Marines who serve
with honor, courage and
commitment.”

Asian Pacific American
Heritage Week was first es-
tablished in 1979. In 1990,
President George H. W.
Bush expanded the obser-
vance to encompass the
month of May, and in 1992,
Congress passed a law per-
manently designating May
as Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month.

The month of May was
chosen to commemorate the
immigration of the first
Japanese to the U.S. on
May 7, 1843 and to mark
the anniversary of the com-
pletion of the transconti-
nental railroad on May 10,
1869. The majority of the
workers who laid the tracks
were Chinese immigrants

(See Asian American and
Pacific Islander Heritage
Month events on page B-3.)
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Story and photo by
David D. Underwood Jr.

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Public Affairs

The Hickam Thrift
Shop implemented a new
upgrade last  year that
improved customer ser-
vice  and convenience.
Customers were able to
start  using credit  and
debit cards instead of be-
ing limited to cash and
checks. 

“Our customers love not
having to run to an ATM,”
said Becky Adams,  the
thrift shop manager.

Since the new upgrade,
the thrift shop has served
more customers and had
an increase in donations.

“The donations we re-
ceived this year,  along
with our staff and volun-
teers, allowed the Hickam
Officer’s Spouses Club the
opportunity to end this
f iscal  year with a huge
success,”  said Adams.

“The shop had a record-
breaking year that con-
tributed to giving $55,000

away in college scholar-
ships and over $200,000
in local  and national

grants,” she said.
The thrift shop will be

providing more opportu-

nities for employment as
well as volunteers. This
summer, they are bring-
ing back their  summer
hire program. “We look to
hire three to  four new
staff members, some as
employees and others as
permanent staf f , ”  said
Adams. 

“Posit ions wil l  be
posted in the beginning of
May with applications
due on 18 May and inter-
views at the end of May.”

They will also be host-
ing a Mother’s Day shop-
ping hour from 1 to 2 p.m.
May 9. Dads will be able
to bring younger children
in to  shop,  and kids 12
and older will be allowed
to shop for mom while the
store is closed to the pub-
lic.  

I f  Dad is  deployed,
there will be volunteers
available  to  assist  the
kids with their shopping
while mom waits in the
Mother ’s  Day tent  in
front of the shop.

“Please think of us as
you move on and off the
island,” said Adams. “Our
shop runs completely on
donations and, in turn,
allows us to give so much
back to the community.”

Donations are accepted
24 hours a day in the two
sheds located in front of
the shop.  Patrons may
also stop by during busi-
ness hours which are
Mondays,  Wednesdays
and Fridays as well as the
second Saturday of every
month from 9 a.m. to  1
p.m. 

Volunteers are always
needed and welcome. No
previous experience is
necessary. Those inter-
ested should stop by and
ask the cashier or man-
ager for information. 

The Hickam Thrift
Shop is located in build-
ing 1723,  between the
base car wash and Kuntz
gate, behind GSA and one
street in front of the recy-
cling center.

Hickam Thrift Shop has successful year at Joint Base

Ruth Koch, a Navy spouse, helps her daughter, Christel Koch, test ride a bike April 22 at
the Hickam Thrift Shop.

Naval Academy emphasizes diversity at heritage event

Airman Lourdes Basbas,
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate
(equipment), demonstrates
a native Hawaiian dance in
honor of Asian Pacific
Heritage Month in 2014.

U.S. Navy file photo



Navy awards $20.5 million to renovate AMC Passenger Terminal at JBPHH
Naval Facilities
Engineering Command
Hawaii

Naval Facilities Engineer-
ing Command (NAVFAC)
Hawaii awarded a $20.5 mil-
lion firm-fixed-price task or-

der under a multiple award
construction contract April
27 to Insight Pacific LLC, a
small business in Anaheim,
Calif.  

The work to be performed
is for repairs of the existing
two-story Air Mobility Com-

mand Passenger Terminal
(AMC) at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH)
and renovations to the in-
bound and out-bound pas-
senger processing so that it
will comply with current
codes, requirements and ac-

cessibility standards. 
“This project not only in-

creases the efficiency of a fa-
cility which serves 100,000
passengers a year but will
also improve the quality of
life of everyone there,” said
Capt. Dean Tufts, command-

ing officer of NAVFAC
Hawaii.

“The terminal is vital to
Air Mobility Command’s
missions which include
worldwide cargo and passen-
ger delivery, air refueling
and aeromedical evacuation.

NAVFAC Hawaii is honored
to support AMC’s capabili-
ties in the Pacific,” Tufts
said.

The project is expected to
be completed by March
2018. Four proposals were
received for this task order.
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Vehicle
Registration
Office closes

The City and County
of Honolulu's Pearl Har-
bor Satellite Vehicle
Registration Office
closed on April 30 at the
conclusion of the one-
year pilot program. The
City and County is in the
process of reviewing the
program, and the office 
will remain closed until
further notice. The City
and County of Honolulu
opened the satellite 
office in April 2014 at
the Joint Base Pearl
Harbo-Hickam Club
Pearl complex as a one-
year pilot program pro-
viding specialized motor
vehicle registration 
services to military per-
sonnel on Oahu.  For loca-
tions of other Satellite
City Hall offices, visit:
http://www.honolulu.gov/
csd.


