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Gregory A. Petsko is the Arthur J. Mahon Professor of Neurology and Neuroscience at Weill Cornell Medical 
College in New York City, and also Director of the Helen and Robert Appel Alzheimer’s Disease Research 
Institute.  He also holds appointments as Professor of Biomedical Engineering at Cornell University, Adjunct 
Professor of Neurology at Harvard Medical School, and Tauber Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry, 
Emeritus, at Brandeis University.  He received his BA from Princeton University, summa cum laude, in 1970, and 
his D. Phil. from Oxford University (which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar) in Molecular Biophysics in 1973.  He 
was Professor of Chemistry at MIT from 1978 until 1990, when he moved to Brandeis University as Gyula and 
Katica Tauber Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry, Director of the Rosenstiel Basic Medical Sciences 
Research Center, and Chair of the Department of Biochemistry. He moved to New York City in April 2012, upon 
the appointment of his wife, Dr. Laurie Glimcher, as Dean of Weill Cornell Medical College.   
 
His awards include the Siddhu Award and the Martin J. Buerger Award, both from the American Crystallographic 
Association (35 years apart, for outstanding contributions to X-ray diffraction), the Pfizer Award in Enzyme 
Chemistry of the American Chemical Society (for development of methods to visualize reaction intermediates in 
three dimensions at atomic resolution), the Lynen Medal for his pioneering contributions to the study of protein 
dynamics, and in 1991 the Max Planck Prize, shared with Professor Roger Goody of Heidelberg for their joint work 
on the molecular origins of some human cancers. He has been elected to the National Academy of Sciences, the 
Institute of Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the American Philosophical Society.  He 
has an honorary Doctor of Laws from Dalhousie University.  He is Past-President of the American Society for 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and also Past-President of the International Union of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology.  He is the founder of several publicly-traded biotechnology companies and is one of the 
founding editors of the PLoS family of journals.  His research interests include protein structure and function and 
the development of methods to treat age-related neurodegenerative diseases, including ALS (Lou Gehrig’s), 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases.   
 
His public lectures on the aging of the population and its implications for human health have attracted a wide 
audience on the Internet (one of his TED talks, for example, has been downloaded over 700,000 times).  For the 
past twelve years he has also written a widely-read and much reprinted column on science and society, the first ten 
years of which have just appeared in book form.  He admits, however, that the columns guest-written by his two 
dogs, Mink and Clifford, are much more popular than those he writes himself. 
 
Besides his family, teaching and his work, he says there are only a few things that he really loves: dogs; hiking 
through deserts, mountains and rain forests; good writing, and single-malt Scotch.  He also states that his greatest 
accomplishment is, and always will be, the more than 100 graduate students and postdocs that he has helped to 
train, a list that includes five Howard Hughes Investigators, two members of the National Academy of Sciences, 
and the second woman ever to head a Max-Planck Institute in Germany.   
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NEUROBIOLOGY OF AGING 
ANNUAL TRAINEE SYMPOSIUM 

May 12, 2016 
CBH 230 

 
 

Thursday, May 12th 

7:45  Breakfast         Poster session in second floor CBH lobby 
8:00   Opening remarks       Dr. Meharvan Singh and Dr. Michael Salvatore 

Oral Presentation Session I 

8:15  Nolan McGrady  “Endothelin receptor A (ETAA) upregulation may be associated with 
                                                       extracellular” signal‐regulated kinase signaling in a rat model of 
                                                       glaucoma” 
8:30  Pejman Rahimian  “HIV‐1 TAT induces MIR‐132 expression leading to neurotoxicity and 
                                                       aberrant dendritic morphology”   
8:45  Nicholas Kubelka  “Androgen receptor‐Independent mechanisms for dihydrotestosterone 
                                                       (DHT)‐induced protection in the C6 glioma model of astrocytes” 
9:00  Victor Lin    “Human cerebral organoids to elucidate novel disease pathogenesis” 

9:15  Jaclyn Bermudez  “Epigenetic regulation of TGF 2 in the pathogenesis of glaucoma” 

9:30 ‐ 9:45 am – break (coffee and refreshments available)   

Oral Presentation Session II   

9:45  Jeff Mitchel    “MACHTools: Additional functionality for the Markov Chain‐Based 
                                                       Imputation Software MACH”     
10:00  Trinh Nguyen    “The role of miRNA in regulating progesterone’s neuroprotective 

                                                        function in the ischemic brain” 

10:15  Sean Dolan     “Increased side‐chain length confers a greater dopaminergic phenotype 
                                                       and increased reinforcing efficacy to cathinone analogs of MDMA” 
10:30  Justin Sprick    “Hemodynamic and cerebrovascular responses to an acute bout of aerobic 
                                                       blood flow restriction exercise” 
10:45  Hannah Webber  “The role of canonical WNT signaling and K cadherin in the regulation of 

                             intraocular pressure” 
       
11:15 am – Lunch  

11:45 pm – Lunch and keynote address 

Gregory A. Petsko, Ph.D. Arthur J. Mahon professor of Neurology and Neuroscience and Director, 
Helen and Robert Appel Alzheimer’s Disease Research Institute, Weill Cornell Medical College, “How 
Parkinson’s Disease Starts – and How It Might Be Stopped” 
 
1:00  Poster Presentations – Humbert Hernandez, Thomas Mock, Victoria Kowalewski, Brain Wang,  
                                                        Brina Snyder, Tamara McInnis 
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2:30  Awards presentation 
 

James W. Simpkins Predoctoral Award in Neuroscience Studies 
 

Named in honor of the founder of our neurobiology of aging training program, this award is 
presented by the Institute for Healthy Aging in recognition of student research in 
neuroscience that is of significant impact and exceptional quality. ($500).  

 
Health Science Innovation Award 
 

Presented by the Center for Alzheimer’s and Neurodegenerative Disease Research (CANDR) to 
recognize quality basic, translational, or clinical research leading to novel approaches against 
disease and to promote health ($250). 
 

Preventable Aging Award 
 

Presented by the Preventable Aging Foundation, this award is in recognition of quality basic, 
translational, or clinical research focused on prevention of aging and age‐associated diseases 
($250). 
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