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I. 	 TITLE: Projects Initiated \Vithout Environmental Review Required by 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEP A) 


II. 	 DATE OF ISSUANCE: December 18,2013 

III. 	 POLICY STATEMENT: This policy provides procedural guidelines for 
completing environmental reviews as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEP A) in cases where Federal Emergency Management Agency 
funded projects require initiation or action prior to the completion of the 
environmental review. 

IV. PURPOSE: This policy ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY MEMO 
clarifications from the Council on Environmental '>C.~~~~-
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VI. AUTHORITY: FEMAs environmental law compliance is governed by the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (PL 91-190). 

VII. OBJECTIVES: To clarify procedures for FEMA funded projects initiated without 
environmental review and before NEP A review is completed. 

VIII. DEFINITIONS, ABBREVIATIONS, AND FORMATTING: 

CEQ Council on Environmental Quality 
EHP Environmental and Historic Preservation 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
HMGP Hazard Mitigation Program 

National Environmental Policy Act 
Robert T. ''""''..." ... 

IX. POLICY DETAILS: 
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Federal statutes, permits, and requirements such as, National 
Preservation Act, Endangered Species Act, Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act, Executive Orders 11988, 11990, and 12898, etc. 

2. 	 In addition, there may be a rare situation where an extension of this 
exception can be considered. Actions proposed for FEMA funding which 
were completed without fulfilling the documentation and procedural 
requirements of NEP A, but which were initiated in an emergency situation 
to prevent or reduce an immediate threat to life, health, property or severe 
economic losses may be considered, if otherwise eligible. Situations that 
might be considered under this extension could be HMGP or Public 
Assistance actions were taken to avoid imminent loss from an 
ongoing event or from a highly probable future event whose anticipated 
occurrence time 
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is likely to qualify under this then the following will be 
required: 

1. 	 Regional Administrator will see that all substantive Federal, state and 
local statutes, regulations, and permits (local building permits, USACE 404 
Permits, Section 106 historic preservation consultation, Endangered Species 
consultation, Executive Order considerations, etc.) are satisfied for the 
action. This information is to be documented in an "Environmental Record 
of Completed Action" which is approved by the Regional Administrator 
and submitted for review by the Environmental Officer. This document 
should include: 

The purpose and for the defining its 
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critical habitat, the taking threatened or endangered or 
unacceptable upstream or downstream Where there is reason to 
suspect that the action did have a significant impact on environment, 
but that the actual impact cannot be verified, significant impact will be 
presumed. If the significant impacts can be mitigated to below a level of 
significance, public notice will be given and the necessary mitigation 
measures will be required to be implemented before funding can be 
considered. A recommendation that the action not funding would 
result where the significant impacts cannot mitigated. 

X. 	 ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES: It is FEMA' s responsibility as the funding federal 
agency to comply with all environmental and historic laws. The 
outlined in this policy are directly correlated to the FEMA Grant and the 
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XIV. REVIEW DATE: This policy will on December 18, 2016 OR be reviewed 3 
from the date of issuance in accordance with Directive 1 

Deputy Associate Administrator for Mitigation 

Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration 




