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The FEMA NFIP Elevation Certificate and Instructions can be downloaded from the FEMA library 
at http://www.fema.gov/business/nfip/elvinst.shtm.
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SAMPLE

Note

The V-zone certificate is not a substitute 
for and can not be used without the NFIP 
Elevation Certificate (see Fact Sheet No. 
4), which is required for flood insurance 
rating.
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Checklist for Permit Review

General

 � Structural systems resistant to flotation, collapse, or permanent lateral loading

 � DFE consistent with the site’s location on the applicable FIRM

 � Mechanical and electrical systems elevated to at or above the DFE

 � Water and sewer designed to allow minimum infiltration from flood waters, or prevent it 
entirely

 � Materials below the DFE are resistant to prolonged water exposure

 � All areas below the DFE are designed for a use consistent with NFIP regulations

 � Site drainage that will reduce exposure to flooding

 � Foundation designed to resist erosion and scour

 � Submitted appropriate geotechnical (soils) information

 � Floor framing perpendicular to wave action

 � Corrosion-resistant exterior connections

 � Proper splices for long girders

 � Verification of the wind exposure classification

 � Key connections in place to allow a continuous load path

 � Uplift resistant connection to transfer loads from main floor to foundation

 � Upper walls transfer loads to lower walls, bypassing floors

 � Roof loads transferred to walls

 � Sufficient roof system and roof framing to resist uplift

 � Shear walls properly specified materials and fastened properly

 � Openings in the shear walls designed so as to not compromise their strength
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 � Appropriate roofing system specified given wind speed requirements

 � If CMU construction is specified, it is appropriately reinforced and roof elements properly 
connected

 � Flashing roof/window sufficient for wind-driven rain.

Seismic

 � Connection sufficient to resist applicable lateral loads

 � Roofing system seismic-resistant and included in loading calculations 

A-Zone

 � Crawlspace equipped with flood openings 1 inch 2 per 1 square foot of area

 � Stem walls properly backfilled and compacted

 � Foundation walls are solid foundation walls

 � Pier foundation sufficiently designed for overturning, due to wind, flood, erosion, scour, and  
seismic loads

 � Pile foundation adequately detailed, including: size, installation method, embedment depth, 
bracing and proper connection to the structure. (Is it resistant to vertical and horizontal 
loading? Are any diagonal piles required?)

 � Fill is properly stabilized, sloped, and compacted

 � Breakaway walls utilized reflect design sufficient to resist 10 psf of force, but not to exceed 20 
psf

 � Any ramps and stairways designed to resist flood-related loads and (in the event design flood 
conditions are met) will break away without causing damage to the main structure

 � Any garages evaluated against requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.3

 � Any chimneys or fireplaces evaluated against requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.4

 � Any swimming pools evaluated against the requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.5
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V-Zone

 � Pier foundation sufficiently designed for overturning, due to wind, flood, erosion, scour, and  
seismic loads

 � Pile foundation adequately detailed, including: size, installation method, embedment depth, 
bracing, and proper connection to the structure. Pile foundation evaluated for resistance to 
vertical and horizontal loading. (Are any diagonal piles required?)

 � Breakaway walls utilized reflect design sufficient to resist 10 psf of force, but not to exceed 20 
psf

 � Are any ramps and stairways designed to resist flood-related loads and (in the event design 
flood conditions are met) will break away without causing damage to the main structure

 � Garages meet requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.3

 � Chimneys and fireplaces meet requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.4

 � Swimming pools meet requirements of ASCE 24 Section 9.5

Roofing

 � Plans explain proposed installation techniques and cover whether  materials are corrosion-
resistant, and whether any dissimilar metals are in contact with each other

 � Review of substitutions to the manufacturer’s specifications about the roof system 

Exterior Cladding

 � Connections suitable for hazards and resistant to water intrusion

Doors and Windows

 � Doors and windows meet wind load requirements, including any appropriate missile-impact 
requirements

 � All connections and materials corrosion-resistant

 � Locations consistent with shear wall requirements. (Substitutions for larger openings cannot 
be made without consent of the engineer)

Utilities

 � All utilities properly elevated to at or above the DFE

 � All utilities properly attached and anchored to their supports
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