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Preface
When bu�ld�ngs undergo repa�r or �mprovement, �t �s an opportun�ty for local floodpla�n 
management programs to reduce flood damage to ex�st�ng structures. More than 21,000 com-
mun�t�es part�c�pate �n the Nat�onal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), wh�ch �s managed by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). To part�c�pate �n the NFIP, commun�t�es 
must adopt and enforce regulat�ons and codes that apply to new development �n Spec�al Flood 
Hazard Areas (SFHAs). Local floodpla�n management regulat�ons and codes conta�n m�n�mum 
NFIP requ�rements that apply not only to new structures, but also to ex�st�ng structures wh�ch 
are “substant�ally �mproved (SI)” or “substant�ally damaged (SD).” 

Enforc�ng the SI/SD requ�rements �s a very �mportant part of a commun�ty’s floodpla�n man-
agement respons�b�l�t�es. There are many factors that local offic�als w�ll need to cons�der and 
several scenar�os they may encounter wh�le �mplement�ng the SI/SD requ�rements. Th�s Desk 
Reference prov�des pract�cal gu�dance and suggested procedures to �mplement the NFIP re-
qu�rements for SI/SD. 

Th�s Desk Reference prov�des gu�dance on the m�n�mum requ�rements of the NFIP regulat�ons. 
State or locally-adopted requ�rements that are more restr�ct�ve take precedence (often referred 
to as “exceed�ng the NFIP m�n�mums” or “h�gher standards”).
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