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Megaregions …  
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Trends: How We Move …  
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1. Increase infrastructure capacity and improve operational efficiency 
 Expanding highway capacity on congested corridors 
 Improving operation of existing capacity 

 
2. Manage demand for transportation 
 Increase use of tolls 
 Adopt policies that support increased population density 
 Encourage teleworking and flexible work schedules 

 
3. Increase transportation choices for all 
 Investing in transit, bike and pedestrian facilities 
 Subsidize car ownership for working poor 
 Strengthen coordination of human and transportation services 
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Policy Options: How We Move 



Trends: How We Move Things …  
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Policy Options: How We Move Things 

1. Improve freight planning  and operations 
 Develop a national multi-modal freight strategy 
 Integrate freight issues in planning processes 

 
2. Invest in capacity at critical freight bottlenecks, chokepoints, and 

nodes 
 Establish dedicated federal funding for targeted capital 

investments in freight infrastructure 
 Incentivize private investment in infrastructure 

 
3. Streamline regulations 
 Standardize regulations across jurisdictions to reduce paperwork 
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Trends: How We Move Things Better …  
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Policy Options: How We Move Better 

1. Address regulatory barriers to deployment of new 
technologies 

 Ensure regulatory framework is flexible and responsive to commercial 
development of technology 

 Incentivize adoption of socially beneficial technologies 

 
2. Support research on transportation innovations 
 Increase public investment in transportation research 
 Incentivize private investment in transportation research 

 
3. Improve data collection, management and analysis 
 Invest in public sector data collection, management and analysis 

capabilities 
 Provide open source data to the public to enhance transparency, improve 

services, and crowdsource solutions 
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Trends: How We Adapt …  
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Policy Options: How We Adapt 

1. Incentivize increased use of alternative fuels and fuel efficient 
vehicles 

 Invest in alternative fuel research and infrastructure 
 Subsidize the purchase of electric and alternative-fuel vehicles 
 Extend fuel efficiency standards across all modes and vehicles 

 

2. Promote land use and energy consumption policies that lead to 
reductions in carbon emissions 

 Promote zoning and development policies that discourage sprawl 
 Price carbon emissions to encourage reduced emissions 

 

3. Plan, design and build stronger, more resilient 
infrastructure systems 

 Integrate climate change considerations into transportation plans and design standards 
 Strengthen vulnerable infrastructure  
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Trends: How We Align Decisions and Dollars…  
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Policy Options: How We Align Decisions and 
Dollars 

1. Ensure adequate revenues to address critical needs 
 Raise the federal gas tax 
 Transition to an alternative federal revenue source 
 Devolve transportation funding to the states 
 Reduce transportation spending 

 
2. Prioritize investments based on performance and needs 
 Tie funding allocations to performance metrics 
 Establish more competitive discretionary grant programs 

 
3. Improve coordination of planning and decision making 
 Create incentives for MPOs and other transportation agencies to collaborate 
 Provide states funding flexibility based on good governance of transportation 

programs 
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Feedback: Equity and the Opportunity Gap 
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Feedback: Workforce 
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“The future is always a choice.” 
 

  

Tie that literally binds our nation together.  

 

Sows the seeds of economic opportunity and national prosperity. 

 

Aging and increasingly incapable of bearing the load our future demands. 

   

We will make our choices one statement at a time, in state capitals, city 
halls, corporate boardrooms and union halls.  16 



Share your ideas: 

www.dot.gov/BeyondTraffic 
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www.dot.gov/BeyondTraffic/ShareYourIdeas 
#beyondtraffic  

 

Download the Report: 

http://www.dot.gov/BeyondTraffic
http://www.dot.gov/BeyondTraffic/ShareYourIdeas
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