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I. Legislative Language 
 
 
Division L, Section 101 of the FY 2015 Continuing Appropriations Resolution (P.L. 113-235) 
continues reporting terms and conditions specified by the Joint Explanatory Statement, Senate 
Report 113-77, and House Report 113-91, which accompany the FY 2014 DHS Appropriations 
Act (P.L. 113-76). 
 
The Joint Explanatory Statement states as follows:  
 

The Department shall review its reception and representation expenses, as 
directed in the House report, and shall continue the submittal of quarterly reports 
to the Committees listing obligations for all reception and representation 
expenses, as directed in the Senate report. 

 
Senate Report 113-77 states as follows: 
 

The Department is directed to submit quarterly reports to the Committee listing 
obligations for all DHS reception and representation expenses by purpose and 
dollar amount, at a level of detail provided in fiscal year 2013 and 2014, or in 
greater detail if that is required to explain how funds were used. 

 
Additionally, House Report 113-91 states: 
 

The Department is directed to track its reception and representation expenses in 
enough detail to explain how these funds were used as the Committee conducts its 
oversight efforts next year. The Committee expects the Department to review 
representation allowances for all DHS agencies for equitable alignment of funds 
with responsibilities and submit any proposed changes as part of the fiscal 
year 2015 budget request. 

 
This report is cumulative through the first quarter of FY 2015, ending December 31, 2014. 
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II. Background 
 
 
A. Terminology 
 
Official Reception:  An occasion for which the primary purpose is to explain or interpret the 
programs of DHS.  Events may be held in the United States or foreign countries and attended by 
domestic or foreign officials or others being entertained for official purposes. 
 
Representation:  Entertainment primarily of foreign dignitaries in a foreign country in 
connection with the interest of DHS.  Representation also may include official entertainment of 
domestic or foreign officials within or outside the borders of the United States, where the 
principal purpose of the event is related to a responsibility or concern of DHS. 
 
B. Official Reception and Representation (ORR) Funds 
 
DHS uses appropriated funds for ORR purposes, as defined in Section IIA of this report.  ORR 
funds may be expended only to extend official courtesies to guests of the United States and DHS 
for the purpose of maintaining the standing and prestige of the United States and DHS.  ORR 
funds may be used to fund official activities that further the interest of DHS or to extend official 
courtesies for other distinguished and prominent citizens who have made a substantial 
contribution to the United States or DHS.  ORR funds are used to cover expenses incurred in 
connection with official agency events, typically characterized by a mixed ceremonial, social, 
and/or business purpose, and hosted in a formal sense by high-level agency officials.  ORR funds 
are not used to pay for the cost of meals or refreshments for U.S. Government employees in 
connection with routine interagency or intra-agency working meetings. 
 
DHS extends official courtesies to federal, state, and local dignitaries and officials such as the 
President and the Vice President of the United States, members of the Cabinet, Members of 
Congress and their professional staff, governors, mayors, citizen committees, and other 
distinguished or prominent citizens who have made a substantial contribution to the Nation or to 
DHS.  The courtesies extended include the cost of luncheons, dinners, receptions, mementos, and 
participation expenses at DHS-sponsored events. 
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III. Component Data Summary Chart (in Dollars) 
 
 

Department of Homeland Security 
Official Reception and Representation Distribution  

FY 2015 
As of End of First Quarter 

Component Name1 

FY 2015 
Funding 

Level 

1st 
Quarter 

Obligations 
Total 

Obligations 
Total 

Expenditures 

FY 2015 
Unused 

Authority 
Office of the Secretary & Executive Management $45,000  $8,273  $8,273  $8,273  $36,727  
Office of the Under Secretary for Management $2,250  $0  $0  $0  $2,250  
Analysis and Operations $3,825  $300  $300  $0  $3,525  
U.S. Customs and Border Protection $34,425  $5,150  $5,150  $2,243  $29,275  
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement $11,475  $1,475  $1,475  $1,465  $10,000  
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)2 $13,893  $1,590  $1,590  $1,590  $12,303  
United States Coast Guard $15,300  $1,471  $1,471  $1,471  $13,829  
United States Secret Service $19,125  $465  $465  $465  $18,660  
National Protection and Programs Directorate $3,825  $1,800  $1,800  $1,192  $2,025  
Office of Health Affairs $2,250  $0  $0  $0  $2,250  
Federal Emergency Management Agency $2,250  $300  $300  $0  $1,950  
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center $9,180  $853  $853  $49  $8,327  
Science and Technology $7,650  $4,016  $4,016  $4,016  $3,634  
Domestic Nuclear Detection Office $2,250  $300  $300  $0  $1,950  
Total Department of Homeland Security $172,698  $25,994  $25,994  $20,764  $146,704  

*Differences of $1 or less are due to rounding.

1 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) receives ORR funds from USCIS activities that generate 
revenue, and thus USCIS is not included in the list of DHS Components. 
2 TSA receives 2-year funds.  Therefore, TSA carried over $6,243 from FY 2014 into FY 2015.  Total Reception 
and Representation funds available for FY 2015 are $13,893. 
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IV. Detailed Component Data (in Dollars) 
 
 
Items highlighted in yellow are corrections/updates from the 2014 fourth quarter report. 
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*The US-Australia Bilateral Meeting is a FY 2014 obligation that was not reported in the FY2014 Q4 ORR Report, as such it is being reported with FY2015 Q1, 
but does not add into the FY2015 Q1 total. 
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