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Introduction  
 
Please find the attached recommendations from the Homeland Security Advisory Council’s 
(HSAC) Faith-based Security and Communications Advisory Subcommittee (FBAC).   
 
The FBAC has become a model of religious diversity, coordination, and cooperation on 
homeland security issues. 
 
Benefits of the Department of Homeland Security and Faith-Based 
Organizations Relationship 
 
1. Information Sharing:  Provides timely, actionable, bi-directional information sharing from 

trusted reliable partners. 
2. Training:  Four Table Top/Active Shooter exercises held in past year.1  
3. Individual Feedback:  Faith-based Organizations (FBOs) advise on domestic policies which 

have global and tactical relationships. 
4. Constituent relations:  Working with many FBOs. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
1. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) should designate a singular point of contact 

between DHS and FBOs for security related issues. 
2. DHS should fund additional FBO-centric Tabletop and Functional Exercises in FY 2014 and 

2015, with a specific focus on issues of critical importance to FBOs, such as Active Shooter 
scenarios and violent extremism.  

3. DHS should continue to develop and enhance relationships and bi-directional communication 
with FBOs, Protective Security Advisors, Fusion Center Personnel and local law 
enforcement to further homeland security information sharing. 

4. We recommend that the FBAC meet in person in the Fall 2014 in order to prepare the 
Subcommittee’s comprehensive report to the HSAC. 

 
 

 

  

                                                 
1 In the past year there were four Table Top/Active Shooter Training Exercises which were held 
jointly with FBOs and supported by the Department of Homeland Security.  The tabletops 
(Dearborn, Michigan; Bridgewater, New Jersey; Dallas, Texas; and Salt Lake City, Utah) 
focused on information sharing improvement, partnership development, risk mitigation, sector-
wide enhancement, and lessons learned. 
 



Appendix A.   FBAC Members 

Bonnie Michelman Director of Police, Security and Outside Services at Massachusetts 

General Hospital (Co-Chair) 

Leroy Baca   Former Sheriff, Los Angeles County (Co-Chair) 

Paul Goldenberg National Director, Secure Community Network (Co-Vice Chair) 

John Hodson Director, U.S. & Canada Division, Church Security, The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Co-Vice Chair)  

Salam Al-Marayati President, Muslim Public Affairs Council 

David Anba   Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Archdiocese of North America 

Anju Bhargava  Founder, Hindu American Seva Charities 

Kim Burgo   Vice President for Disaster Operations, Catholic Charities USA 

Mohamed Elibiary  Founder, Lone Star Intelligence, LLC 

Eric Fusfield   Director of Legislative Affairs, B’nai B’rith International 

Ronald Haddad  Chief of Police, Dearborn Police Department 

Terrance Mackey Founder and Former President & Executive Director, National 

Coalition for Burned Churches and Community 

Mohamed Magid  Executive Director, ADAMS Center 

Mary Marr Founder and President, Christian Emergency Network 

Michael Masters Executive Director, Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 

Cook County, Illinois 

Lance McCune Founder, Uniting Clergy and Police Training Program 

Levi Shemtov   Executive Vice President, American Friends of Lubavitch 

Suhag Shukla Executive Director & Legal Counsel, Hindu American Foundation 

Jasjit Singh Associate Executive Director, Sikh American Legal Defense and 

Education Fund 

Dickson Skipper Director of Security, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 

 

Randy Vaughn Director of Office of Disaster Management, National Baptist 

Convention 

Ali Soufan   Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, The Soufan Group LLC 

Mohamed Sabur Director, Program to Strengthen Muslim Charities, Muslim 

Advocates  



Appendix B.  FBAC Guiding Principles and Value Statement 
 
Guiding Principles 
 

 We encourage further outreach and training in order to achieve social cohesion between 
FBOs. 

 Ensure outreach efforts are based on mutual respect, transparency and trust.  

 Provide safe places of worship for constituencies and protection of assets for all faiths.  

 Protect our country and preserve our freedoms within our religious communities. 

 Proactively diminish FBOs risks.  

 Continue to build collaboration between state, local, tribal and FBOs officials.  

 
 
Value Statement 

The members of the FBOs that serve on the Department of Homeland Security 
Advisory Council’s FBAC strongly and uniformly denounce violence against any 
other faith-based organizations to include their houses of worship and those who 
worship. When any threats target one member of the faith-based community, they 
target all of us and will be met with stiff resistance in their attempt to divide us 
against hate. 
 




