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Lesson-5 

Disaster Assessment & Damage 

Survey Summary Report 
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Disaster Assessment 

What it is? 

evaluation of a natural occurrence that 

affects transportation facilities 

performed by State DOT, FHWA field staff & 
local authorities 

verify the extent of damage 

estimate the cost of repairs eligible for ER 
funding 
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Disaster Assessment 

DOT 

FEMA 

EPA/ 
F&WS 

Utilities 

FHWA 

Early agency coordination is critical! 
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Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) 

Content furnished by DOT: 

description of damage  

approximate cost  

description of the limits and destruction  

dates of occurrence 

pictures 

Prepared by State DOT for an eligibility determination by the 

FHWA Division Administrator. 
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Detailed Damage Inspection Report (DDIR) 

What it is? 

preliminary cost estimate 

brief description of the scope of work 

determination of eligibility 

support our request to HQ for 

Emergency Relief funding 

one is written per site 
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What it is not? 

contracting mechanism 

NEPA determination or approval 

authorization to begin Permanent 

Restoration work 

Detailed Damage Inspection Report (DDIR) 
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What is included? 

specific location 

description of damage 

Emergency Repair (ER) 

Permanent Restoration (PR) 

cost and quantity estimates 

Method of work 

Environmental determination 
(NEPA) 

FHWA / State Recommendations 

State and/or Local Agency 
Concurrence 

DDIR Form FHWA-1547 



8 

DDIR Form FHWA-1547 
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DDIR Form FHWA-1547 
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Initial DDIRs General Requirements 

General Requirements 

DDIR Form FHWA-1547 

copies of contracts and amendments 

cost summaries or spreadsheet         
(not lump sum) 

sketch of the site and required photos 

FHWA Emergency Relief 

eligible roads 

DDIRs 

completed/ 

submitted within 

180 days! 
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Phases of the DDIR 

Initial DDIR 

used to establish estimates 
and eligibility 

major items of work 
required 

Revised DDIR 

costs increase or decrease 
from initial estimates 

need information to justify 
the increases 

upon receipt of adequate 
backup: 

* cost increase   approved 

*FMIS authorization  
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DDIR Team Members 

FHWA/State  

State and/or Local Agency 
Representatives 

 

 

Specialists: 

• Geotechnical Engineer 

• Hydrologist 

• Biologist 

• Cultural Specialist 

• Structural Engineer 

• Right of Way Specialist 

• Environmental Specialist 
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DDIR Team Equipment 

Functional Classification Maps 

FHWA Emergency Relief Manual  

Camera 

Calculator 

Measuring Tape 

List of Average Unit Prices 

Blank DDIR forms 

Safety Equipment 


