DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION BUREAU
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20550 27968

Title 49—Transportation

CHAPTER 1--OFFICE OF HAZARDOUS MA-
TERIALS OPERATIONS, DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION
SUBCHAPTER C—HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

REGULATIONS
| Docket Nq. HM-110; Amdt. No. 177-31]

PART 177—CARRIAGE BY PUBLIC
HIGHWAY

Repair and Maintenance of Yehicles

The purpose of this amendment to
Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regula-
ticns is ta revoke, effective June 30, 1976,
the amendment made to paragraph (g)
of §177.854 as published under Docket
No. HM-110 in the FeberaL REGISTER on
December 2, 1974 (39 FR 41741).

Amendment Nos. 173-87 and 177-31
under Docket No. HM-110 prescribed, In-
ter alia, new regulations pertaining to re-
pairs and maintenance to vehicles con-
taining bazardous materials (§ 177.854
(g)). The effective datc of those new reg-
ulations wes April 1, 1975, however, im-~
mediate compliance was authorized.

In response to petitions for reconsid-
eration, the effective date of the amend-
ment to § 177.854(g) was postponed un-
til October 1, 1975 (40 FR 12269). There-
after, the American Trucking Associa-
tions, Inc. (ATA) filed a persuasive
petition to further postpone that effec-
tive date on the grounds that the regula-
tion as amended was ambiguous, unduly
restrictive, und that there was a need for
additional research and counsideration
before making the regulation efTective.
Consequently, the effective date was fur-
ther delayed to July 1, 1976 40 FR
44821) .

Reconslderation by the Materials
Transportation Bureau confirms that the
requirements of § 177.854(g), as amend-
ed on Decernber 2, 1974 (39 FR 41741,
do not clearly articulate the safety pre-
cautions intznded in every situation and
are capable of being misconstrued in a
manner which compromises, rather than
promotes, the safe transportation of
hazardous materials.

It is therefore the decision of the Ma-
terials Trarsportation Bureau that the
requirements of § 177.854(g) in effect on
June 30, 1976, continue in effect until a
well considered amendment to those re-
quirements can be promulgated. Consist-
ent with that decision, a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking with respect to § 177.~
8$54(g) will be published in the necar fu-
ture.

In consideration of the foregoing, 49
CFR 177.854(g), as published on Decem-
ber 2, 1974 (33 FR 41741), is hereby re-
voked effective June 30, 1976.

(18 U8 C. B34, 49 CFR 1.53(g).)

Issued in Washington, D.C.. on Junc 30,
14976.

James T. Curris, Jr.,
Director,
Muaterials Transporlation Bureau.
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