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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) COMPLIANCE 

The following is a description of the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) standard 

grant provisions related to NEPA compliance: 

Generally, grant recipients may not expend any of the funds provided in an award on 

construction or other activities that represent an irretrievable commitment of resources to a 

particular course of action affecting the environment until after all environmental and historic 

preservation analyses required by the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332) 

(NEPA), the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470(f)) (NHPA), and related laws 

and regulations have been completed and FRA has provided the grant recipient with a written 

notice authorizing them to proceed. 

In instances where NEPA approval has not been secured at the time of grant award, grant 

recipients are required to assist FRA in its compliance with the provisions of NEPA, the Council 

on Environmental Quality's regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR part 1500 et seq.), FRA's 

"Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts" (45 FR 40854, June 16, 1980, as revised 

May 26, 1999, 64 FR 28545), Section 106 of the NHPA, and related environmental and historic 

preservation statutes and regulations.  As a condition of receiving financial assistance under an 

award, grant recipients may be required to conduct certain environmental analyses and to prepare 

and submit to FRA draft documents required under NEPA, NHPA, and related statutes and 

regulations (including draft environmental decision documents). 

No publicly-owned land from a park, recreational area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge of 

national, State, or local significance as determined by the Federal, State, or local officials having 

jurisdiction thereof, or any land from an historic site of national, State, or local significance as so 

determined by such officials shall be used by grant recipients without the prior written 

concurrence of FRA.  Grant recipients shall assist FRA in complying with these requirements of 

49 U.S.C. 303(c).   


