Importing Recalls data into MS Access

1
Follow these instructions to download the Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) Recalls
data and to import it into Microsoft Access. ODI Recalls data is available in the

compressed data (ZIP) format on the ODI website.

The system characteristics of your computer or device will affect the speed and
performance of the processing needed to accomplish the downloading and importing of
the Recalls data. At least 120MB of available disk space is required. This space
requirement will increase as more data is continually added to the ODI database.

Detailed field descriptions of the data file are given in Appendix A.

Note: For consistency, the original file name FLAT_RCL is used throughout these

instructions.

1. Atthe URL: http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/downloads/

2. Select the FLAT_RCL.zip file.

3. Select Save.

File Download

' " B

Do you want to open or save this file?

i Mame: FLAT_RCLzip
Type: Compressed [zipped) Folder, 8.03ME
From: www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov

Cpen | | Save | [ Cancel

N ¥ Always ask before opening this type of file

harm your computer. f you do not trust the source, do not open or

I ; | While files from the Intemet can be useful, some files can potentially
= save this file. What's the risk?

1
The PDF version of this document is located at:

http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/downloads/folders/Recalls/Import_Instructions_Recalls.pdf
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Select a destination folder for the file in the Save As box and then select Save.
(This is a large file and may take a few minutes to download.)

-ﬁn — 3 = ey . B 1
{:-_____g,j .« Users » Public » Public Downloads - Search Public Downloads 0o

Organize = Mew folder == -

. Favorites Date modified Type

Bl Desktop
4. Downloads

Mo items match your search.

1=l Recent Places

- Libraries
@ Documents

J‘i Music

[ Pictures

E Videos

1% Computer
&, 0SDisk (C:)

< |

File name: FLAT_RCL.zip

Save as type: | Compressed (zipped) Folder

= Hide Folders

4. If an earlier version of the file exists in the destination folder, the following prompt will
appear:

i N
Confirm Save As

]\ FLAT_RCL.zip already exists.
£%5 Do you want to replace it?

Select Yes to replace the existing file or No to cancel the save.
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5. Once the download is complete, select Close.

- ™
Download complete

v
=

Download Complete

FLAT_RCL.zip from www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov

Downloaded: &.66MB in 16 sec
Download to: C:Asers\Public’Downloads FLAT_RCL zip
Transfer rate: 426KB/ Sec

[ Cloge this dizlog box when download completes

Cpen ] [ Open Folder ] [ Close J

6. Locate the zip file FLAT_RCL.zip in the destination folder chosen in step 4 and then
extract the FLAT_RCL.txt file to the desired folder.

The unzipped file of Recalls data is now ready to be imported into a Microsoft
Access database.

7. Open Microsoft Access by selecting Start > All Programs > Microsoft Office >
Microsoft Access.

'[ﬁj Microsoft Word 2010 v |
(D] Microsoft Outlook 2010 b
| Microsoft Excel 2010 2
|ﬂ Microsoft PowerPoint 2010 »
[A] Microsoft Access 2010 bl

» Al Programs

Note: The following screenshots are from the Microsoft Office 2010 version of Access.
Other versions will have similar views and functionality, but may not look exactly the
same. Use the toolbars or help feature if you have difficulty locating a function.
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8. Select Blank database and accept the default File Name ‘DatabaseN.accdb’ (save
to a folder of your choice) and then select Create.

=R R Microsoft Access = IEI_Zi_l

Home Create External Data Database Tools Acrobat

Available Templates Blank database

.| Save as Adobe PDF

g ® D w8

Blank web Recent Sample My templates

(] Flat_RCLaccdb database database templates templates

File Name

Database?.accdb

Help

] Options

[ Exit

C\Users\Public\Downloads',

0

Create

9. Right-click the Table 1 tab and click Close in the pop-up menu.
10.

Home Create External Data Database Tools Acrobat Fields | Table

(53 Date &Time | & =
[ Yes/No 4 D
View | Text Number Currency validation
& i More Fields - E i d S
Views Add & Delete Properties Formatting Field Validation
| Al Access Objects © « | 2] Tablet | %
\|Search.. ID - | Click to Add ~
Tables a || * (New)
| |

3 Tablet

Home Create External Data Database Tools Acobat | Fields | Table

T [ Date & Time g
B, as 12 BB i
== [ YesMo 4
View = Text Number Currency
& S More Fields

&

Validation

Views Add & Delete Properties Formatting Field Validation
T = — -
All Access Objects = « :Ewkﬁﬁﬂ =
—————— | Save
search.. !}3 | 5 i -
g = Qose |
| Tables = |
| |
H Tablet [ Qoseal
M Design View
.\ Datasheet View
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Select the External Data tab and click Text File.

Externzl Data Database Topls Acrobat

: 23 i TextFite
5 B rgv
j 5 42 XML File
= el Access ODBC

Imports M Database %3 More ~

] il Replies
Export Collect Data

All Access Objects @ « Import text file

Search.. rel Import data from or link to data in
- = = a delimited or fixed-width text file.

@ Press F1 for more help.

11.Click Browse... to search for the FLAT_RCL.txt file.

Get External Data - Text File

Select the source and destination of the data

Spedfy the source of the data.

Bile name: | c:\Users'\Public\Downloads),

Browse...

Spedfy how and where you want to store the data in the current database.

@ Import the source data into a new table in the current database.

If the spedfied table does not exist, Access will create it, If the spedified table already exists, Access might overwrite its contents
with the imported data. Changes made to the source data will not be reflected in the database.

1 Link to the data source by creating a linked table.

Acress will create a table that will maintain a link to the source data. You cannot change or delete data that is linked to a text file.
However, you can add new records.

OK Cancel
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12.When the File Open screen comes up:

a. Select Text Files using the drop-down arrow for File type at the bottom, if not
already selected.

b. Browse to the folder containing the extracted FLAT_RCL.txt file.

c. Select the FLAT_RCL.txt file and then select Open.

-
(A] File Open =
v 1.« Local Disk (C:) » Users » Public » Public Downloads w | 4 [l Search Public Downloads e

T

Organize « New folder =+ [ @

\ B Date modified Type Size

_ FLATRCL | 2/3/2014 452 AM  Text Document 105,477 K8|

Fs

@I Microsoft Access [

0 Favorites
Bl Desktop
& Downloads
(E___ﬂ-. Recent Places

- Libraries
@ Documents
Jl Music
[ Pictures
Subversion
B Videos

18 Computer
&, Local Disk (C)  ~

PN

File name: FLAT RCL © [ TextFiles N\ 7

Tools \» I Open IVI Cancel ]
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13.Select Import the source data into a new table in the current Database and then
select OK.

Get External Data - Text File Pl =

Select the source and destination of the data

Specify the source of the data.

File name: | ¢:\sers\Public\Downloads\FLAT_RCL.txt

Specify how and where you want to store the data in the current database.

@ Import the source data into a new table in the current database.

gfied table does not exist, Access will create it. If the specfiedtable already exists, Access might overwrite its contents
with the imported dafa. Changes made to e source data will not be reflected in the database.

"1 Link to the data source by creating a linked table.

Access will create a table that will maintain a link to the source data. You cannot change or delete data that iz linked to a text file.
However, you can add new records.

OK ] [ Cancel
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14.Select Delimited and then select Next >.

=2] Import Text Wizard &

‘four data seems to be in a 'Delimited’ format. Ifitisn't, choose the format that more correctly
describes your data.

racters such as comma or tab separate each field
#1 - Fields are aligned in columns with spaces between each field

Sample data from file: C:\USERS\PUBLIC\DOWNLOADSIFLAT_RCL.TXT.
[L02V222000FORDFOCUS200102541ELECTRICAL SYSTEM:BATTERY: CAELESFORD MOTCR COMPANY i‘

[E02V2EE000FORDFOCUS200002541ELECTRICAL SYSTEM:BATTERY : CABLESFORD MOTCR COMPANY
[F02V236000JAYCOFT EAGLE 10 SG2003EQUIPMENT :OTHER:LABELSJAYCO, INC.20020730200
[402V23T000HOLIDAY RAMBLERADMIRAL SEZ0035TRUCTUREMCNACC COACH CORP.V6223200
[F02V23TO000HOLIDAY RAMBLERADMIRAL SEZ0025TRUCTUREMCONACC COACH CORP.Ve223200
602V23TO00HCLIDAY RAMBLERADMIRALI9SS5STRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.Ve223200211
[f02V23T000MONACC COACHMONARCH SE20035TRUCTUREMCHACC CORCH CORP.V6223200211
E02V23TO000MONACO CORCHMONARCH SEZ20025TRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.Ve223200211
202V23TO000MONACO COARCHLAPALMAIS99SSTRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.V622320021105
QRLO002V23TO000MONACO CORCHLAPALMAZOO3STRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.V622320021105
EIilO2V2STOOOHOLIDAY RAMBLERVACATICNERZ0035TRUCTUREMONACO COACH CORF.Ve22320
12[1202V23T000HOLIDAY RAMBLERADMIRALZO00STRUCTUREMCHNACCO CORCH CORP.VE22320021
[L302V23T000MONACO CORCHLAPALMAZOO0Z2STRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.V622320021105
[L402V23T000MONACO CORCHLAPALMAZOOISTRUCTUREMONACC COACH CORP.V622320021105 v|

It

e ) [e=

15.Select Tab as the delimiter since the data are stored as tab delimited quoted text
and then select Next >.

r ~
==] Import Text Wizard @
What delimiter separates your fields? Select the appropriate delimiter and see how your textis affected in the preview below.
gtoose thedelimiter that separates your fields:
) Semicolon () Comma () Space ™ Other:
[C|FirstHow Contains Field Names Text Qualifier: | {none} E
[l [02V288000 [FCRD [FCCUS 001 02541 ELECTRICAL SYSTEM:BATTERY:CRABLES |+
[ |02V2E88000 [FCRD [FCCUS 2000 02541 ELECTRICAL SYSTEM:BATTERY:CARAEBLES
B 02V238000 JRAYCO [T EAGLE 10 535G (2003 EQUIPMENT : CTHER : LABELS
4 02V237000 HCLIDAY RAMBLER RODMIRAZI. SE 003 ETRUCTURE
5 02V237000 HCLIDAY RAMBLER RODMIRAL. SE ooz ETRUCTURE
6 [02V237000 HCLIDAY RAMBLER ROMIRAL L2999 ETRUCTURE
7 02V237000 MONACC CCACH MCHARCH SE 003 ETRUCTURE
g [D2V237000 MCNACC COACH MCHARCH SE ooz ETRUCTURE
5 D2V23T7000 MCNACC COACH [LPRTMA L2999 ETRUCTURE
L0 102V237000 MONACC CCACH [LPRTMA 003 ETRUCTURE
L1 [02V237000 HCLIDAY RAMBLER WACATICHNER 003 ETRUCTURE
L2 [02V237000 HCLIDAY RAMBLER RDOMIRAL 000 ETRUCTURE
L3 102V237000 MONACC CCACH [LPRTMA ooz ETRUCTURE
L4 D2V237000 MCNACC CCACH [LAPRTMIL ool ISTRUCTURE v|
K1 2
Gt ) [ <ms | (e ] [
h
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16.Using the horizontal scroll arrow or slider, scroll right and select Field20. Change
the Data Type to Memo using the drop-down arrow, if it isn’t already set to Memo.

Perform the same action (change Data Type to Memo where needed) for Field21,

Field22, and Field23.

Change the Data Type to Text for Field24 and then select Next >.

==| Impart Text Wizard

You can specify information about each of the fields you are importing. Select fields in the area below. You can then modify fizld
information in the 'Field Options' area.

Field Options

Field Mame: |Field20

Data Type: [=]

-
ol
=
n

T

T T
T T
T T
T T
T T
T T
T T
T T
T T
TH

Cancel | | < Back | l Mext = ] |

Finish |
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17.Select Let Access add primary key and then select Next >.

=

HEH HHE HE
HEH HHE HE
HEH HHE HE
HEH RRE REE
HEH HHE HE

Microsoft Access recommends that you define a primary key for your new table. A primary key is used to
uniquely identify each record in your table. It allows you to retrieve data more quickly.

t Access add primary key.

) Choose my own primary ke

() Ng primary key.

o

Field2

Field3 Field4

Fielg

Fielde

Field7

D6V051000
D6V052000
D6V052000
D6V053000
D6V049000
02V152000
02V152000
D2V152000
02V192000
02V182000
02V182000
02V192000
02V192000

02V182000

CHEVROLET
MCEENZIE DUNE CHRSER
HOLIDAY RAMBLER XT LEVEL
FEYSTCHNE R
ITRAYCO
RCEDES BENZ
RCEDES BENZ
RCEDES BENZ
HANCE
HANCE
HANCE
HRNCE
HRNCE
HRNCE

[JPLANDER

o0&
o0&
o0&
o0&
o0&
ooz
2001
000
Eooz
001
Fooz
1299
001

6009

ROG004
ROG004
ne-064

eqalale]

EQUIPMENT : OTHER : LABELS

FUEL S5YS5TEM, GASOLINE:DELI
FUEL 5YSTEM, GASOLINE:DELI
EQUIPMENT : RECREATICNAL VEH]
FUEL S5YSTEM, GASOLINE:DELI
EXTERIOR LIGHTING:HEADLIGH]
EXTERICR LIGHTING:HEADLIGH]|
EXTERICE LIGHTING:HEADLIGH]|
POWER TRAIN:MANUAL TRANSMI
PCWER TRAIN:MANUATL TRANSMI
PCWER TRAIN:MANUATL TRANSMI
[FCWER TRAIN:MANUAL TRANSMI
[FCWER TRAIN:MANUAL TRANSMI
[FCWER TRAIN:MANUAL TRANSMI

18.Select Finish. It may take 5 minutes or longer, depending on your system

characteristics.

J |

< Back

Mext = J\1

(1

That's all the information the wizard needs to import your data.

Import to Table:

[ 1 would like a wizard to analyze my table after importing the data.

e
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19.Select Close to complete the import process.

-

Get External Data - Text File

Save Import Steps

Finished importing file 'C: \Users\Public\Downloads\FLAT_RCL. txt' to table 'FLAT_RCL'.

Do you want to save these import steps? This will allow you to quickly repeat the operation without using the wizard,

D Sawve import steps

Close

You can now view all the data in Access.
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APPENDIX A - Recall File Characteristics

The RECALL file contains all NHTSA safety-related defect and compliance
campaigns since 1967.

File characteristics:

- All the records are TAB delimited
- All dates are in YYYYMMDD format

- Maximum Record length: 8759

Change log:

1_Field# 23 added as of Sept. 14, 2007

2.Changed flat file extension from .lIst to .txt as of Sept. 14, 2007
3.Field# 24 added as of March 14, 2008

Last Updated March 14, 2008

FIELDS:

Field# Name Type/Size  Description

1 RECORD_ID NUMBER(9)  RUNNING SEQUENCE NUMBER, WHICH
UNIQUELY IDENTIFIES THE RECORD.

2 CAMPNO CHAR(12) NHTSA CAMPAIGN NUMBER

3 MAKETXT CHAR(25) VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT MAKE

4 MODELTXT CHAR(256)  VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT MODEL

5 YEARTXT CHAR(4) MODEL YEAR, 9999 IF UNKNOWN or N/A

6 MFGCAMPNO CHAR(20) MFR CAMPAIGN NUMBER

7 COMPNAME CHAR(256)  COMPONENT DESCRIPTION

8 MFGNAME CHAR(40) MANUFACTURER THAT FILED
DEFECT/NONCOMPLIANCE REPORT

9 BGMAN CHAR(8) BEGIN DATE OF MANUFACTURING

10 ENDMAN CHAR(8) END DATE OF MANUFACTURING

11 RCLTYPECD CHAR(4) VEHICLE, EQUIPMENT OR TIRE REPORT

12 POTAFF NUMBER(9)  POTENTIAL NUMBER OF UNITS AFFECTED

13 ODATE CHAR(8) DATE OWNER NOTIFIED BY MFR

14 INFLUENCED_BY CHAR(4) RECALL INITIATOR (MFR/0OVSC/0DI)

15 MFGTXT CHAR(40) MANUFACTURERS OF RECALLED
VEHICLES/PRODUCTS

16 RCDATE CHAR(8) REPORT RECEIVED DATE

17 DATEA CHAR(8) RECORD CREATION DATE

18 RPNO CHAR(3) REGULATION PART NUMBER

19 FMVSS CHAR(10) FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY
STANDARD NUMBER

20 DESC_DEFECT CHAR(2000) DEFECT SUMMARY

21 CONEQUENCE_DEFECT  CHAR(2000) CONSEQUENCE SUMMARY

22 CORRECTIVE_ACTION  CHAR(2000) CORRECTIVE SUMMARY

23 NOTES CHAR(2000) RECALL NOTES

24 RCL_CMPT_ID CHAR(27) NUMBER THAT UNIQUELY IDENTIFIES A

RECALLED COMPONENT .
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