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Coverage

This Report Contains Summary Statistics on the U.S.-Flag Fleet which includes oceangoing, self-propelled, privately-owned, merchant vessels of 1,000 gross tons or greater 

(Cargo-carrying only from 2000 to Present). This report excludes Government-owned vessels and those operating strictly on the Great Lakes and Inland Waterways.

Vessel Types

The vessel categories used for this report include the following types:

Freighters:  General Cargo Carriers, Fully Cellular Containerships, Partial Containerships, Refrigerated Ships, Ro-Ro Vessels, 

Ro-Ro/Containerships, Vehicle Carriers, ITBs*

1946 - 1955: Includes General Cargo, Containership, Ro-Ro, and Dry Bulk vessels.

1956 - 1977: General Cargo, Containership, and Ro-Ro vessels

1978 - Present: General Cargo, Containership, Ro-Ro and ITBs*

Tankers:  Petroleum Tankers, Chemical Carriers, LNG Carriers, LNG/LPG Carriers, LPG Carriers.   

Container:  Fully Cellular Containerships

Dry Bulk:  Bulk Vessels, Bulk Containerships, Cement Carriers, Wood Chip Carriers,    Ore/Bulk/Oil Carriers, and Bulk/Oil Carriers.

Ro-Ro:  Ro-Ro Vessels, Ro-Ro/Containerships, Vehicle Carriers.

General Cargo:  General Cargo Carriers, Partial Containerships, Refrigerated Ships.

Capacities

Vessel capacities are expressed in gross tons (GT) and deadweight tons (DWT).

Gross Tonnage is volume of all ship's enclosed spaces (from keel to funnel) measured to the outside of the hull framing. 1 GT = 100 cubic feet.

Deadweight is the total weight (metric tons) of: Cargo, fuel, fresh water, stores and crew which a ship can carry when immersed to its load line.

Source

IHS Maritime, Sea-Web. www.sea-web.com

Maritime Administration Vessel Inventory Lists

Produced by:

Maritime Administration Office of Policy and Plans

DATA.MARAD@DOT.GOV

Note: While efforts have been made to ensure consistency throughout the time series, please note, sources and methodologies have changed from year to year.  For instance, an increase in 

freighter numbers in 2000 can be attributed to the inclusion of privately-owned vessels operating under charter to the Military Sealift Command (MSC).  This is consistent going forward.
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-- Excludes Government-owned vessels and those operating strictly on the Great Lakes and Inland Waterways --

Year Number GT DWT Number GT DWT Number GT DWT Number GT DWT Number GT DWT

1946 644 4,627 6,989 343 2,104 3,152 0 0 0 260 2,237 3,620 41 286 217

1947 980 7,605 11,281 589 4,038 5,777 0 0 0 350 3,214 5,213 41 353 291

1948 1,169 9,250 13,850 639 4,393 6,371 0 0 0 487 4,475 7,175 43 382 304

1949 1,188 9,470 14,240 683 4,784 7,042 0 0 0 461 4,291 6,873 44 394 323

1950 1,087 8,797 13,197 600 4,229 6,187 0 0 0 443 4,172 6,684 44 394 324

1951 1,288 10,318 15,473 790 5,639 8,305 0 0 0 452 4,236 6,819 46 436 346

1952 1,264 10,245 15,313 776 5,562 8,191 0 0 0 443 4,215 6,774 45 468 348

1953 1,249 10,282 15,355 765 5,492 8,076 0 0 0 443 4,361 6,954 41 429 323

1954 1,138 9,645 14,340 693 5,034 7,384 0 0 0 405 4,166 6,623 40 445 335

1955 1,075 9,177 13,597 679 4,985 7,275 0 0 0 362 3,778 6,005 34 414 316

1956 1,059 9,189 13,537 640 4,728 6,771 40 303 564 341 3,679 5,839 38 479 363

1957 1,012 8,982 13,133 609 4,559 6,470 39 289 544 327 3,657 5,772 37 477 347

1958 1,007 9,213 13,429 591 4,448 6,304 41 312 577 333 3,901 6,168 42 552 380

1959 1,023 9,519 13,976 600 4,531 6,529 41 313 490 343 4,161 6,610 39 514 347

1960 1,008 9,610 14,088 576 4,371 6,169 57 473 805 338 4,259 6,778 37 507 336

1961 973 9,616 14,097 545 4,215 5,895 66 601 973 327 4,311 6,914 35 489 315

1962 985 9,982 14,568 567 4,523 6,269 70 684 1,112 314 4,301 6,884 34 474 303

1963 974 10,076 14,579 582 4,763 6,499 63 668 1,080 297 4,180 6,716 32 465 284

1964 963 10,200 14,729 579 4,870 6,567 64 682 1,107 289 4,206 6,783 31 442 272

1965 948 10,149 14,650 585 4,950 6,651 60 677 1,096 276 4,117 6,665 27 405 238

1966 965 10,368 14,961 606 5,177 6,947 57 644 1,042 275 4,156 6,734 27 391 238

1967 974 10,480 15,121 617 5,297 7,054 53 612 997 278 4,209 6,842 26 362 228

1968 967 10,649 15,346 615 5,475 7,200 50 603 978 277 4,229 6,950 25 342 218

1969 931 10,641 15,453 588 5,431 7,097 46 558 919 273 4,316 7,229 24 336 208

1970 793 9,780 14,406 475 4,709 6,112 37 457 756 262 4,339 7,368 19 275 170

1971 711 9,456 13,887 402 4,299 5,349 33 427 713 258 4,467 7,661 18 263 164

1972 651 9,300 13,638 361 4,210 5,063 32 419 702 246 4,476 7,764 12 195 109

1973 596 9,511 13,717 320 4,363 4,817 26 362 617 241 4,659 8,210 9 127 73

1974 583 9,820 14,446 313 4,467 4,990 19 302 534 245 4,977 8,872 6 74 50

1975 580 10,103 15,028 305 4,445 4,959 19 302 544 250 5,282 9,475 6 74 50

1976 577 10,531 16,020 299 4,420 4,931 18 293 529 254 5,744 10,510 6 74 50

1977 571 11,163 17,321 285 4,299 4,778 18 293 529 262 6,497 11,964 6 74 50

1978 584 12,158 18,982 278 4,263 4,703 22 362 638 278 7,459 13,592 6 74 50

1979 569 12,967 20,540 257 4,039 4,406 21 355 621 285 8,499 15,462 6 74 50

1980 578 13,467 21,103 263 4,276 4,604 20 345 607 288 8,751 15,835 7 95 57

1981 574 13,516 21,479 252 4,040 4,437 19 338 592 296 9,043 16,392 7 95 58

1982 573 13,615 21,647 247 3,943 4,371 25 514 777 293 9,043 16,434 8 115 65

1983 538 13,386 21,569 233 3,868 4,290 24 597 1,016 274 8,821 16,205 7 100 58

1984 492 13,075 20,939 216 3,875 4,296 23 630 1,082 247 8,481 15,512 6 89 49

1985 477 13,490 21,195 209 4,494 4,888 25 693 1,152 235 8,164 15,081 8 139 74

1986 456 13,105 20,727 197 4,310 4,571 26 738 1,270 225 7,918 14,812 8 139 74

1987 444 13,569 21,200 192 4,443 4,521 26 740 1,270 221 8,281 15,364 5 105 46

1988 424 13,641 21,601 178 4,474 4,599 26 740 1,270 215 8,322 15,686 5 105 46

1989 407 13,096 20,439 171 4,360 4,439 26 739 1,270 206 7,903 14,693 4 94 37

1990 408 13,306 20,771 173 4,447 4,592 25 725 1,249 207 8,056 14,900 3 78 30

1991 394 12,729 19,716 167 4,341 4,487 23 569 989 201 7,740 14,210 3 79 30

1992 384 12,611 18,774 167 4,648 4,498 21 538 929 193 7,349 13,320 3 78 27

1993 367 11,990 17,553 161 4,591 4,402 21 547 949 183 6,812 12,188 2 40 14

1994 354 11,462 16,477 158 4,558 4,362 22 592 1,042 172 6,272 11,059 2 40 14

1995 316 10,563 14,982 143 4,234 3,969 20 533 925 151 5,756 10,074 2 40 14

1996 300 10,024 13,908 138 4,155 3,848 15 345 575 144 5,446 9,458 3 78 27

1997 285 9,656 13,265 135 4,181 3,890 14 321 538 133 5,076 8,810 3 78 27

1998 281 9,544 13,213 139 4,476 4,199 15 350 604 126 4,698 8,403 1 20 7

1999 277 9,570 13,254 136 4,451 4,181 14 348 579 126 4,751 8,487 1 20 7

2000 282 9,583 12,408 144 4,807 4,421 11 387 685 127 4,390 7,301 0 0 0

2001 274 9,267 11,866 142 4,767 4,349 11 388 685 121 4,114 6,832 0 0 0

2002 261 8,368 10,912 141 4,715 4,262 14 468 823 106 3,185 5,826 0 0 0

2003 246 7,935 10,083 138 4,725 4,255 14 468 823 94 2,742 5,005 0 0 0

2004 233 7,665 9,264 142 4,900 4,338 14 468 823 77 2,297 4,102 0 0 0

2005 231 7,920 9,597 143 5,133 4,620 15 498 875 73 2,291 4,102 0 0 0

2006 229 7,957 9,411 144 5,150 4,447 12 313 533 73 2,493 4,431 0 0 0

2007 220 7,616 9,123 135 4,763 4,141 12 316 533 73 2,535 4,448 0 0 0

2008 225 7,989 9,459 142 5,022 4,450 12 316 533 71 2,560 4,475 0 0 0

2009 217 7,710 9,134 139 4,924 4,325 12 316 533 66 2,471 4,275 0 0 0

2010 221 8,014 9,547 140 5,144 4,599 12 316 533 69 2,554 4,413 0 0 0

2011 214 7,892 9,175 140 5,179 4,543 12 316 533 62 2,398 4,100 0 0 0

2012 198 7,386 8,257 141 5,154 4,543 8 231 388 49 2,001 3,326 0 0 0

2013 187 7,073 7,903 133 4,905 4,303 6 159 260 48 2,010 3,340 0 0 0

2014 179 6,912 7,802 124 4,714 4,155 6 159 260 49 2,039 3,386 0 0 0

2015 168 6,699 7,740 112 4,467 3,976 6 129 260 50 2,103 3,504 0 0 0

2016 167 6,647 7,782 108 4,236 3,754 6 158 260 53 2,253 3,768 0 0 0

*Freighters include Containerships, General Cargo vessels and Roll On-Roll Off vessels

Note 1: For a more current listing of the U.S.-flag fleet please visit: http://www.marad.dot.gov/resources/data-statistics/

Note 2: The Freighter and Tanker vessel types include ITBs.  After 2000, vessel numbers are reflected in the 2000 - 2014 U.S. Flag Fleet Summary available on the MARAD

website. 

Note 3: Totals may not sum correctly due to rounding.

Note 4 - 1946 - 1955 - Dry Bulk vessels were included under Freighters

Note 5 - MARAD no longer includes non cargo-carrying vessels as part of the oceangoing self-propelled merchant fleet.
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