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Regional Sediment Management…
Est 1999, CERB Charge

A systems approach to deliberately manage sediments in a 
manner that maximizes natural and economic efficiencies to 
contribute to sustainable water resource projects, environments, 
and communities = Healthy Systems

 O&M, FRM, Ecosystem, Emergency Mgmt: 
- Short and long-term sustainable, resilient  solutions
- Coastal and Inland

 Recognizes sediment as a valuable regional resource

Work across multiple projects, authorities, business lines 

 Tools and technologies for regional approaches 

 Relationship building, decision making, implementation



RSM Strategies

Reduce Offshore/CDF 
Placement

Nearshore/Beach
Placement

Bypass
Optimize Placement

Reservoir 
Sediments

River Bank Erosion Ecosystem 
Restoration

• Keep sediment in the system
• Enhance natural sediment processes
• Reduce sedimentation



RSM Participation (2000-2016)

28 Districts
20 Coastal

8 Inland
7 

Coastal/Inland
ERDC, IWR-

FSBPA



RSM Team
USACE

Stakeholders and Partners

Identify Opportunities
and

Solutions

Decision
Making

Take
Action

Share Successes
and 

Lessons Learned

Overcome
Obstacles

Leveraging 
Resources, 
Data, Tools, 

etc 



Understand Region
- Sediment Budget

- Beach Morphology, Landcover
& Environmental Resources

- Coastal Processes

Calculate Value & Benefits
Share Successes & Lessons Learned

Take Action: Construct Projects
Monitor Performance

Identify/Evaluate Opportunities
to Optimize Use of Sediments 

Incorporate Standard Practice

Regional Sediment Budget

ID Gaps
Improve Knowledge

Data Management/Access
Regional Tools

Coastal Land Cover Landcover type

Regional and Local Surveys

Reduce Offshore 
Placement

Nearshore/Beac
h

Placement

Optimize Placement
Bypassing

Reduce/Utilize CDF
Sediments

Ecosystem
Restoration

Reduce Lake/Reservoir
Sedimentation

RSM Process

Implement
Improvement

Adaptive
Sediment

Management

Monitor
Performance

ID 
Opportunities

&
Evaluate

Develop RSM Strategies
Coordination/Funding/Permits/etc

RSM Technical Notes,
Reports, Manuals, Conference Papers



Galveston 
Galveston Island

Sand Management Plan

Philadelphia
Post Sandy Recovery

Jacksonville
Northeast Region

Omaha
2011 Missouri River 

Flood Recovery

Portland
Mouth of Columbia River

Nearshore/BU Placement Sites

Mobile
Mobile Bay 

In-Bay Placement

*RSM Successes



RSM.USACE.ARMY.MIL

*RSM University:
Tools, Technologies, Implementation

RSM Technical Notes,
Reports, Manuals, Conference Papers

District
Stakeholder Workshops
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