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Financial Checklist for a Military Move

oo Visit Your Command Relocation Program Manager —oYouroRelocationoProgramoManagero
canohelpoyouounderstandowhatorelocationobenefitsoyouoareoeligibleoforoasoyouoandoyourofamilyoyouo
prepareotoomakeoyouronextomilitaryomove.oVisitohttp://www.military.com/spouse/fs/0,,fs_relocate_
benefit,00.htmlotoolearnomoreoaboutotheofollowingopayoandoallowances:o

oo DislocationoAllowanceo(DLA)

oo MonetaryoAllowanceo(MALT)

oo Move-inoHousingoAllowanceo(MIHA)

oo PeroDiemoAllowance

oo TemporaryoLodgingoAllowanceo(TLA)

oo TemporaryoLodgingoExpenseo(TLE)

oo AdvanceoBasicoPay

oo AdvanceoBAH

oo AdvanceoOHAo

Visit:ohttp://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/otoolocateoyouronearestomilitaryofamilyocenteroorocontacto
MilitaryoOneSourceo1-800-342-9647ofororeferralsoforofurtheroinformationoandoassistance.o

oo Contact Your Military Finance Officeo—oYourofinanceoofficeocanohelpoyouodetermineoyouro
eligibilityoforoAdvanceoBasicoAllowanceoforoHousingo(BAH)oandoAdvancedoPay.oTheseomilitaryo
benefitsohelpoeaseotheofinancialoburdenooforelocation.oYouroCommandoFinancialoOfficer,oPersonalo
FinancialoManagementoProgramoManagerooroCommandoFinancialoSpecialistocanohelpoyouotoofullyo
understandotheseoprograms.

oo Complete a Relocation Budget Worksheeto—oSomeorelocationocostsoareoreimbursedoandosomeo
areonotoandoprepareoaccordingly.oAovarietyoofoonlineomovingotools,oincludingoaorelocationobudgeto
planningoworksheet,oareoavailableoatotheoPlanMyMoveowebsiteofoundoatohttp://apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/
psgprod/f?p=107:1:3641198322726119oo

Note: Consider having a moving sale, selling unwanted or unneeded furniture, personal belongings, 
antiques, and appliances is an excellent way to defray moving costs. 

http://www.military.com/spouse/fs/0,,fs_relocate_benefit,00.html
http://www.military.com/spouse/fs/0,,fs_relocate_benefit,00.html
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=107:1:3641198322726119
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=107:1:3641198322726119














 












 




 


 


 


 


 










 



http://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/CH33/CH33_Pamphlet.pdf













 












 




 


 


 


 


 










 



http://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/CH33/CH33_Pamphlet.pdf













 












 




 


 


 


 


 










 



http://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/CH33/CH33_Pamphlet.pdf













 












 




 


 


 


 


 










 



http://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/CH33/CH33_Pamphlet.pdf

oo Research Your New Community —oMilitaryOneSourceooffersoaouniqueoonlineotoolotoohelpo
youolearnoaboutotheocommunityoyouoareomovingotooincluding,oemploymentoopportunities,osalaryo
comparisons,ohousingocosts,ootherocostsoofoliving,ocrimeoreports,oschooloreports,oetc.oVisitoo
http://www.relocationessentials.com/aff/militaryonesource/default.aspxotoolearnomoreoaboutotheo
financialoimpactsoofoyouronewocommunityowhileothereoisostillotimeotooplanoforoyouromoveoandosaveo
foroout-of-pocketoexpenses.oo

oo Determine Whether to Rent or Buy —oCompareotheocostsoandoputothemoonopaper.oSeeowhethero
itoreallyomakesosenseotoobuyoororent.oTheofollowingotwoocalculatorsothatocanohelpoyouocompareo
pricesoandomakeodecisions:

o● http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/10/business/2007_BUYRENT_GRAPHIC.html#

o● http://finance.move.com/homefinance/Calculators/RentBuy.asp?source=igoo

oo Plan to Furnish Your New Homeo—oItoisonotonecessaryotoocompletelyofurnishoyouronewohomeo
immediatelyoifoyouoareonotofinanciallyoready.oRelocatingoisoquiteoexpensive;osootakeotimeotooplano
howoandowhenoyouopurchaseofurnishings.oTheofollowingosampleobudgetoplanningotoolocanobeousedo
tooaddressomonthlyolivingoexpensesoandotheocostsowithointerioroandoexteriorofurnishings:ohttp://
apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=107:1:2965282126119397

Note: Buyer Beware — Don’t get caught in the trap of rent-to-own plans. These programs cost much 
more over the long-term.

oo Check Out the Veteran Affairs (VA) Home Loan Programo—oTheoVAohomeoloanoguaranteeo
programomayoofferoyouoseveralofinancialoadvantagesooverootheroprivateoloanoopportunities.oFindo
outomoreoinfooatohttp://www.homeloans.va.gov.oo

oo Start Filing Your Relocation Related Receipts and Informationo—oUseoaolockableobriefcaseo
orofireproofosafetyoboxotoocreateoaomobile,oprivate,oandosecureofileotootrackoyourorelocationo
relatedoexpenses.oSinceomanyomovingorelatedoexpensesoareotaxodeductibleosavingoimportanto
documentsolikeoreceiptsoforotransportation,omovingoandostorageoexpenses,ohouseholdorepairs,o
homeosalesoexpenses,oalongowithootherorelatedofinancialoinformationowillobeoaobigofinancialo
benefitowhenoit’sotimeotoopayoyourotaxes.oToofindooutomoreoaboutomovingoexpenseodeductions,ocallo
MilitaryOneSourceoato1-800-342-9647otoodiscussoyourosituationowithoaoCertifiedoPublicoAccountanto
(CPA).o

http://www.relocationessentials.com/aff/militaryonesource/default.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/10/business/2007_BUYRENT_GRAPHIC.html#
http://finance.move.com/homefinance/Calculators/RentBuy.asp?source=ig
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=107:1:2965282126119397
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?p=107:1:2965282126119397
http://www.homeloans.va.gov
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oo Decide Whether to Move Yourself or Government Provided Movero—oAoPersonallyoProcuredo
Moveo(PPM)ocanobeoaogoodooptionoforomany.oDoingoaoPPMocanoofferoyouotheochanceotoomakeo
someomoney,obutousingogovernmentoprovidedoprofessionalomovingoservicesocanobeolessostressful.o
Eitherowayotheochoiceoisoyours.oBeosureotoodiscussotheoPPMooptionowithoyourolocalorelocationoofficeo
andofamilyomembers.oFindooutomoreoinformationoatohttp://moving.about.com/od/movingityourself/f/
hire_or_not_FAQ.htm.ooo

oo Contact Your Insurance Company at Least 24 Hours Prior to Movingo—oAlthoughoTheo
DepartmentoofoDefenseoisonowoofferingoFulloReplacementoValueo(FRV)oProtectionoforodamageo
orolossoclaimsoatonoocost,oitoisoaogoodoideaotooverifyothatoyourohouseholdogoodsoareoalsoocoveredo
underoyourocurrentopolicy.oYouropersonalopropertyoinsuranceopolicyomayoneedotoobeoupdatedotoo
coverospecialohighovalueoitemsobeingoshippedotooyouronewolocationo(e.g.ojewelry,ohototubs,oboats,o
vehicles).

oo Arrange to Stop and/or Start Utilitieso—oContactoyourocurrentoandofutureoutilitiesoprovidersotoo
ensureothatoyourocable,oelectric,owater,ogas,ogarbage,osewer,oandophoneoservicesoareostoppedooro
startedoasoneeded.oo

oo Update Your Addresso—oYourodriver’solicense,ochecks,ocards,oetc.oshouldoreflectoyouronewo
address.oAlso,obeosureotooinformofamily,ofriends,olenders,oandocreditorsoofoyouronewobillingoaddress.o
Gootoohttps://moversguide.usps.com/icoa/flow.do?_flowExecutionKey=_cABC8713F-504A-4B4E-
C5AC-ED78B5DBB221_k0C6334C1-F4D3-8B39-3FE0-EE5A6DB288B6otoochangeoyouroaddresso
online.oo

oo Review and Update Your Wills and All Estate Planning Documentso—oMovingoaffectsoyouro
financialosituation.oTherefore,oonceoyouromoveoisocomplete,oreviewoandoupdateoyourowilloando
estateoplansotooreflectoyourocurrentofinancialosituation.oo

oo Review Your Insurance and Income Needso—oPerhapsothereoisoanoincreaseoorodecreaseoino
costoofolivingoinoyouronewoarea.oVerifyothatoyouohaveotheoproperoamountoofolife,odisabilityoando
umbrellaoinsuranceocoverage.

http://moving.about.com/od/movingityourself/f/hire_or_not_FAQ.htm
http://moving.about.com/od/movingityourself/f/hire_or_not_FAQ.htm
https://moversguide.usps.com/icoa/flow.do?_flowExecutionKey=_cABC8713F-504A-4B4E-C5AC-ED78B5DBB221_k0C6334C1-F4D3-8B39-3FE0-EE5A6DB288B6
https://moversguide.usps.com/icoa/flow.do?_flowExecutionKey=_cABC8713F-504A-4B4E-C5AC-ED78B5DBB221_k0C6334C1-F4D3-8B39-3FE0-EE5A6DB288B6

