


1870 to 1875 - City of San Antonio donates 92 acres
           (370,000 m2) for an Army post. 

1908 - Station Hospital built to accommodate 84 beds. 

1936 - Construction begins on new Station Hospital 
           building, on the site of the old Camp Travis Base
           Hospital. 

1938 - New Station Hospital opens with a 418-bed
           capacity. 

1942 - Station Hospital named Brooke General Hospital. 

1946 - Medical Field Service School (MFSS) is moved
            to Fort Sam Houston. The medical entities are 
            reorganized and designated Brooke Army 
            Medical Center (BAMC). 

1983 - Design authority issued for a facility to replace 
           BAMC’s 59 separate buildings. 

1985 - Concept design started for the new BAMC. 

1996 - New BAMC opens. 

2005 - BRAC 2005 recommends (172 Med 10) the 
            realignment of inpatient services and related 
            specialty care from Wilford Hall Medical Center
            to Brooke Army Medical Center. 

2007 – Center for the Intrepid opened its doors. 

2008 – Groundbreaking was held to recognize the 
             commencement of 2005 Base Realignment
             and Closure (BRAC) construction and 
             renovation of BAMC. 

2010 – Fort Sam Houston Primary Care Clinic officially opened its                                       
             doors and Camp Bullis Health Clinic  was renamed Taylor  
             Burk Clinic in remembrance of Spc. Taylor J. Burk, a 21-year-old 
             Army medic  from Amarillo, Texas. 

2011 –  Schertz Medical Home and the new 760,000-square-foot 
               Consolidated Tower opened its doors.  

2011 –  Two of the largest military medical facilities in San Antonio 
               underwent historic name changes, marking the start of a new 
               era in San Antonio military medicine. The San Antonio 
               inpatient mission was moved to BAMC and the name was 
               changed to San Antonio Military Medical Center (SAMMC) 
               and Wilford Hall Medical Center was renamed Wilford Hall                           
               Ambulatory Surgical Center (WHASC).

2011 –  BAMC is the component command over the SAMMC and 
               other U.S. Army medical treatment facilities in the San 
               Antonio area. Other medical facilities under BAMC’s 
               command include the Center for the Intrepid, McWethy Troop 
               Medical Clinic, 3 community-based medical homes and the 
               Corpus Christi Army Depot Occupational Health Clinic. 

2011 – San Antonio Military Health System began its operational 
              mission. The new organization will provide oversight to  
              BAMC and WHASC and will have rotating Army and Air Force 
              general officers as director and deputy director.

2015 –  The Fort Sam Houston Clinic was renamed the CPT Jennifer  
               M. Moreno Primary Care Clinic in remembrance of Army  
               Capt. Jennifer Moreno, a young Army Nurse Corps officer  
               who died on the battlefield.

2015  –  The Westover Medical Home, a community-based medical 
                home,  opened on the northwest side of San Antonio. 



SAMMC is located on Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas and is the busiest inpatient medical facility in the Department of De-
fense. 

A world-class medical center, SAMMC serves more than 225,000 beneficiaries throughout the San Antonio Region, offering the highest 
quality of medical care for wounded warriors, service members, family members, retirees and civilians. 

As a certified Level 1 Trauma Center, SAMMC receives an average of 212 emergency room visits each day, and has the most ER admis-
sions in the Military Health System.. It is one of only five hospitals in Texas that holds both Level 1 Trauma certification and accreditation 
from the American Burn Association. In addition, 40 beds are dedicated to the Army Institute of Surgical Research, which operates the 
only Department of Defense Burn Center — the Army Burn Center.

The hospital, formerly Brooke Army Medical Center, has cared for thousands of service members who were injured in Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom, and nearly 1,550 medical professionals have been deployed in support of those missions.

Since the Global War on Terrorism began in September 2001, the Burn Team has made more than 90 trips to Landstuhl Army Regional 
Medical Center in Germany, transporting patients back to SAMMC for care.

The hospital sustains over 89 accredited educational programs to include 37 graduate medical education programs, six nursing pro-
grams with two nursing accredited programs, Emergency Medical Technician Basic certification programs, 25 allied health education 
programs, 18 enlisted allied health and Practical Nurse Course medic phase II training programs along with additional programs in 
administration and allied health specialties.

SAMMC services include:

• 32 Operating Rooms for Inpatient and Ambulatory       
Surgery 

• Medical, Pediatric and Surgical Subspecialty Clinics 

• Primary Care 

• Labor/Delivery/Recovery Unit

• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit with extracorporeal       
membrane oxygenation

• Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

• DOD’s only Bone Marrow Transplant Unit 

• Inpatient Psychiatry Unit 

• Over 200 inpatient beds equipped for        
cardiac monitoring 

  
• State-of-the-art Cardiac Catheterization Lab

• DOD’s only Rooftop Helipad



Retired Army Spc. Hector Santacruz and his 
wife, Veronica, pose for a photo with their third 
baby, Chaya Grace Santacruz who happens 
to be Brooke Army Medical Center’s first baby 
of 2015. Little Chaya Grace was born at 4:35 
a.m. Jan. 1 and weighed 7 pounds, 4 ounces. 
The couple has two other children ages 10 
and 12. (Courtesy photo)

(From left) Curtis Aberle, chief of the 
McWethy TMC; Brig. Gen. Barbara R. Hol-

comb, Southern Regional Medical Com-
mand commander; Col. Carol Rymer, chief 
of Optometry Service; and Col. Evan Renz, 

Brooke Army Medical Center commander, 
cut the ribbon Jan. 6 officially

reopening McWethy Troop Medical Clinic 
after a 16-month, $13 million renovation. 

(Photo by Robert Shields)



Staff Sgt. Brian Wallace, a 
respiratory therapist, retrieves 

a research paper from the new 
“Scholarship in Action” board, 

which is on display by the 
Emergency Department. The 

board showcases top-notch 
academic research accom-

plished by BAMC staff.
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Brooke Army Medical Center 
employees from the Pathology 
department greet Bradley Cooper 
Jan. 14 at San Antonio Military 
Medical Center. Cooper and 
Wayne Kyle, the father of Navy 
SEAL Chris Kyle, visited SAMMC 
to premier the movie “American 
Sniper.”(Photo by Robert Shields)



Brooke Army Medical Center’s 
Deputy Commander for Nursing, 

Col. Richard L. Evans and 2nd Lt. 
April Locher cut the cake during 

the Army Nurse Corps 114th 
Anniversary Feb. 5 in the SAMMC 

Auditorium.
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Stacey Dramiga, Brooke Army Medical 
Center’s director of Cardiac Rehab, and 
Cardiac Rehab Intern Emily Daniel, dis-
cuss the Go Red Day event in San Antonio 
Military Medical Center’s medical mall Feb. 
6. Go Red Day is a yearly event to raise 
awareness about  heart disease in women. 
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Segen Romero, 3, spins the wheel at the safety 
booth to win a prize while Aden Murphy (center) and 

Segen’s father, retired Sgt. Daniel Romero (right) 
look on during the Brooke Army Medical Center 

Patient Appreciation Health Fair Feb. 26 in the San 
Antonio Military Medical Center medical mall. More 

than 700 people visited 40 information tables during 
the event, which included health education, enroll-
ment information, health and wellness screenings, 

healthy snacks and activities.  
(Photo by Robert Shields)



Maj. Gen. Jimmie O. Keenan, deputy com-
manding general (operations), U.S. Army 
Medical Command and chief, U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps, shakes hands with Airman 1st Class 
Tamara Dawson Feb. 26 at the first “Sisters In 
Arms” meeting. Keenan talked about how im-
portant it is to connect with people and develop 
lasting relationships. (Photo by Lori Newman)

Twenty-five Soldiers raise their right 
hands and repeated the NCO Creed 

during an induction ceremony held 
March 6 in the SAMMC auditorium. 
Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Philip 

Johndrow was the guest speaker for 
the event. (Photo by Lori Newman)



Maj. Gen. Jimmie O. Keenan, 
Army Medical Command’s 

deputy commanding general 
(operations), presents the  

Soldier’s Medal to Army 1st Lt. 
John M. Arroyo Jr. as his wife, 
Angel, looks on during a cere-

mony at the Warrior and Family 
Support Center, April 6.  

(Photo by Robert Shields)

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey 
presents his coin to retired Spc. 
David Carpenter during a visit to the 
Center for the Intrepid April 9. Dailey 
visited with patients at the CFI, the 
Warrior and Family Support Center 
and the U.S. Army Institute of Surgi-
cal Research at Brooke Army Medical 
Center. He also presented a town hall 
meeting to talk about some of his key 
initiatives. (Photo by Robert Shields)



Air Force Capt. Alicia Pallett discusses her poster 
presentation with 59th Medical Wing Command 

Chief Master Sgt. Maurice James during the San 
Antonio Uniformed Services Health Education 

Consortium Research Day event April 23 in the 
San Antonio Military Medical Center medical mall.   

(Photo by Robert Shields)

Lt. Col. Robert Carter shows the Compensatory 
Reserve Index, or CRI, that could lower casu-
alties on the battlefield. Carter is the task area 
manager for Tactical Combat Casualty Care 
Research at the U.S. Army Institute of Surgical 
Research. He spoke during Lab Day at the 
Pentagon, May 14. Behind the CRI is the smart 
tablet (green screen) which can display multiple 
CRI results. (Photo by David Vergun)

The ball is tipped off during a wheelchair 
basketball game between the Brooke 

Army Medical Center Warrior Transition 
Battalion Soldiers and Robert G. Cole 
High School students May 22 at Cole 

High School. (Photo by Robert Shields)



Nearly 1,000 service members, retirees and 
family members attend the Brooke Army 
Medical Center Health and Safety Fair May 1 
in the Fort Sam Houston Exchange parking 
lot. More than 40 BAMC departments provid-
ed health and safety information throughout 
the day and the San Antonio USO provided 
water and fruit to all who attended the event. 
There were also health and safety displays 
and Zumba demonstrations. A DJ kept the 
event lively and Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service gave away hundreds of dollars in free 
gift cards. (Courtesy Photo)

Army 1st Lt. Dominique Songernfrei 
shows the audience one of four 

children’s wagons purchased by the 
Brooke Army Medical Center Auxil-
iary on behalf of the Pediatric Post 

Anesthesia Care Unit during the 
auxiliary’s annual welfare recogni-

tion ceremony May 20. The wagons 
will be used to transport pediatric 

patients into surgery.  
(Photo by Lori Newman)

(Cont’d)



James Forney, son of injured Marine Lt. Col. 
Bryan Forney, hangs on Chef Robert Irvine 
June 5 at San Antonio Military Medical Center. 
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Gary Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band 
perform June 5 as part of the BAMC 
Patient, Staff and Family Apprecia-
tion Event at Brooke Army Medical 
Center.  (Photo by Robert Shields)

The BAMC Organization Day Commander’s Cup was presented to Col. Doug-
las Soderdahl, deputy commander for acute care, June 5 during the BAMC 
Patient, Staff and Family Appreciation Event in the parking lot of San Antonio 
Military Medical Center. Teams representing each deputy commander and the 
Warrior Transition Battalion competed May 26 through June 4 making Orga-
nizational Day a huge success.  Teams comprised of service members and 
civilians competed in volleyball, basketball, soccer, guidon relay and a military 
fit course. Soderdahl’s team won the cup with a total of 10 points at the end of 
the competition. (Photo by Robert Shields)



(Cont’d)

Col. Gary Cooper, commander, Brooke Army Medical Center 
Troop Command, and Command Sgt. Maj. Tabitha Gavia 
present a framed copy of the LGBT Pride Month Presidential 
Proclamation to Brig. Gen. Tammy Smith (center), deputy chief 
of staff, Army Reserve, as a token of appreciation for being the 
guest speaker at the first LGBT Pride event BAMC held June 
26. (Photo by Lori Newman)

Lt. Gen. Patricia D. Horoho, the Army surgeon 
general, addresses a group of Civilian Aides 
to the Secretary of the Army and wounded 
Soldiers at the Warrior and Family Support 
Center June 17. The group visited several key 
medical capabilities to learn about the role 
Army Medicine plays and how it affects the 
lives of Soldiers, veterans, retirees and their 
families. (Photo by Lori Newman)



Jearaldy Moreno (left) and Army Maj. Gen. Jimmie 
O. Keenan (center), deputy commanding gen-

eral (operations), U.S. Army Medical Command 
and chief of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps, unveil a 
plaque during the memorialization ceremony July 

24 to rename the Fort Sam Houston Primary Care 
Clinic the CPT Jennifer M. Moreno Primary Care 

Clinic to honor the young Army Nurse Corps officer 
who died on the battlefield. Yaritza Cordova, More-

no’s sister, looks on as the plaque is unveiled.  
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Army Maj. (Dr.) George Kallingal, a urologic oncologist, 
showcases a robotic surgical system while Army Lt. Col. 
(Dr.) Thomas Novak, BAMC’s chief of pediatric urology, 
looks on at San Antonio Military Medical Center, July 6. 
Doctors here performed surgery on Jose Collado Jr., son 
of Army Maj. Jose Collado and his wife Alma, last month 
to remove a large cystic mass from behind his bladder. 
The procedure marked Brooke Army Medical Center’s first 
robot-assisted pediatric surgery. (Photo by Robert Shields)

Army Maj. (Dr.) Tyson Sjulin (right) explains 
the difficult airways station to Karriemah 
Munson, registered nurse, and Kenneth 
Hughes, Intensive Care Unit tech, during 
the SIM Center open house July 22. 
With the addition of the space on 3N the 
SIM Center encompasses more than 
10,000 square feet within San Antonio 
Military Medical Center. (Photo by Robert 
Shields)



University of California, Los Angeles, student Betty 
Nguyen presents her poster for staff at the U.S. 

Army Institute of Surgical Research Aug. 12. After a 
10-week summer internship at the USAISR a group 
of undergraduate college students wrapped up their 

research with a poster presentation for the staff to 
highlight their work. (Photo by Steven Galvan)  

Teens who participated in the Brooke Army Medical Center Summer Youth Pro-
gram pose for a photo Aug. 4 after an awards ceremony in the San Antonio Mil-
itary Medical Center auditorium. A group of 73 enthusiastic teens between 14-
17 years old sacrificed part of their summer vacation to participate in BAMC’s 
Summer Youth Program from June 22 to July 31. (Photo by James Camillocci)



BAMC Commander Col. Evan M. Renz, Regional 
Health Command - Central (Provisional) Com-
mander Brig. Gen. Barbara Holcomb and Dr. Darii 
Ann Lane, clinic OIC, cut the ribbon to officially 
open Westover Medical Home in Northwest San 
Antonio, Sept. 18. Westover, BAMC’s newest 
community-based clinic, is open to all TRICARE 
beneficiaries in the surrounding area.  The clinic 
provides primary care, behavioral health services, 
on-site laboratory capabilities and a pharmacy.  
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Army Sgt. 1st Class Stephen Eisele 
and Army Spc. Garrett Woodford, the 

team from Brooke Army Medical Center, 
clear a building during the Regional 

Health Command - Central (Provision-
al) Best Medic Competition Sept. 18 at 
Camp Bullis. Eisele and Woodford won 

the competition and placed second in 
the Army competition. (Photo by John 

Franklin)

Emergency medical technicians from the 959th Medical 
Group assess and treat a patient during a scenario in the 
EMT Rodeo Sept. 18 at Melrose Air Force Range, New 
Mexico. Twenty-one teams of elite EMTs from 22 instal-
lations across the Air Force convened at Cannon AFB for 
four days of innovative, high-octane competition. Through-
out the rodeo, teams executed their lifesaving mission 
under the critical eye of expert evaluators, demonstrating 
accurate technique and effective implementation. (Photo 
by Tech. Sgt. Manuel J. Martinez)



Col. Evan Renz, Brooke Army Medical 
Center commander, passes the colors 
to incoming Command Sgt. Maj. Albert 
Crews during a change of responsibility 
ceremony Oct. 6 at the Warrior and Fam-
ily Support Center’s amphitheater as out-
going Command Sgt. Maj. Tabitha Gavia 
looks on. (Photo by Robert Shields)

Col. Evan Renz, Brooke Army Medi-
cal Center commander, pins the Le-
gion of Merit medal on Command Sgt. 
Maj. Tabitha Gavia Oct. 6 for excep-
tionally meritorious service while serv-
ing as the command sergeant ma-
jor at Brooke Army Medical Center.  
(Photo by Robert Shields)



San Antonio Spur Tim Duncan 
shakes hands with a wound-
ed warrior after a game of 
wheelchair basketball Oct. 21 
at the Center for the Intrepid. 
The Spurs visited warriors and 
family members at the Warrior 
and Family Support Center and 
the CFI. Players signed auto-
graphs and participated in a 
game of wheelchair basketball. 
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Mary Ross sits quietly while Esther Sutton, from Brooke 
Army Medical Center’s Cardiology Department, takes her 
blood pressure during Military Retiree Appreciation Day 
Oct. 3 at the Army Medical Department Center and School 
on Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston.  Military re-
tirees and their families were provided free health screens, 
flu shots and health information during the annual event. 
(Photo by Robert Shields)

Members of the decontamination team decontaminate a 
patient as part of the 2015 Mass Casualty Exercise and 

Evaluation Oct. 6 at San Antonio Military Medical Center. 
SAMMC participated in the 2015 San Antonio Mass 

Casualty Exercise and Evaluation, a city-wide, full scale 
exercise involving hospitals and response organizations 

throughout the city. (Photo by Lori Newman)

(Cont’d)



Wounded warrior and Vietnam veteran Guy 
Banta shows his artwork at Brooke Army Medical 
Center’s Wounded Warrior Art Show Nov. 10 in 
the San Antonio Military Medical Center Medical 
Mall. (Photo by Robert Shields)

Gen. Mark A. Milley, chief of staff 
of the Army, visits with wounded 
service members during a town 
hall-style meeting at the Center 

for the Intrepid Nov. 4. (Photo by 
Robert Shields)



Maj. Gen. Barbara Holcomb (right),  
commanding general, Regional Health Command-Cen-

tral (Provisional) and chief, U.S. Army Nurse Corps, 
along with other leaders, serve a Thanksgiving meal 

to Warrior Transition Battalion Soldiers Nov. 20 at the 
Warrior and Family Support Center. (Photo by Robert 

Shields)

Brooke Army Medical Center Commander Col. Evan Renz and 
his wife Diane deliver a Thanksgiving basket to 2 South patient 
Margaret Houck Nov. 26. Members of the command team and 
their families helped patients and staff celebrate Thanksgiving 
by delivering gift baskets and serving dinner in the new dining 
room at San Antonio Military Medical Center. (Photo by Robert 
Shields)

Army Public Health Nursing staff marked the 
grand opening of their facility with a health 
fair to showcase their programs and services 
for military, family members and civil ser-
vice employees Nov. 20 on Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. (Photo by Robert 
Shields) 

(Cont’d)



San Antonio Military Medical Center’s first 
baby of the New Year was born at 6:24 
a.m. Jan. 1 to Air Force Capt. Tiffany Pro-
chaska, assistant team lead in the Emer-
gency Department at SAMMC, and Rich-
ard Prochaska III. Baby Evelyn weighed 9 
lbs., 2 oz. Pictured from left: BAMC Com-
mander Col. Evan Renz, the Prochaska’s, 
BAMC Auxiliary President Anne Feldman 
and Diane Renz. (Photo by Air Force 1st 
Lt. Kati Spearing, clinical nurse)

Brooke Army Medical Center Commander Col. Evan Renz 
visits the new Substance Use Disorder Residential Treat-
ment Program conference room during a visit to 7W. (Pho-
to by Robert Shields)

Retired Air Force Master Sgt. Gilberto Hernandez uses 
the Pharmacy’s Medsafe dropbox in the Medical Mall at 
San Antonio Military Medical Center to get rid of expired 
medications Jan. 5. (Photo by Robert Shields)


















