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The Soo Locks are located in Sault St. Marie, MI. in Chippewa County. Construction of a second, Poe-sized (110’ by 1200’) lock 

on the site of the existing Davis and Sabin Locks will provide for more efficient movement of waterborne commerce and 

redundancy for the Poe Lock.
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The coffer dam contract for the main chamber ($2M) is complete as well as the downstream approach channel excavation 

($7M).  Plans and specifications for the lock chamber and channel deepening and approach guide walls is suspended and will 

re-commence as funding becomes available. A Sensitivity Analysis was completed in 2014. This report reviewed specific areas 

that impacted the Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) for completing the new lock. The recommendation of this report was to pursue a full 

economic analysis. A funding reprogramming was approved in late 2015. This effort will be used to complete an Economic Re-

evaluation Report (ERR) to update all of the benefit catergories and costs of the remaining construction efforts of the new lock to 

generate a new BCR. Once completed the District can resume the final design of the lock chamber, upstream channel 

excavation, construction of upstream and downstream guidewalls, and new lock chamber construction, pending funding 

avaliability.
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