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Congressional Interest

Benishek (MI-1); Senator Peters (MI), Senator Stabenow (MI)

Location Map & Picture

 In 1997, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) partnered with the United States Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) under Section 22 of the Water Resources Act of 1974 to study the cause of erosion at McLain State Park located in 

Hancock Township, Houghton County, Michigan. The study concluded that the upper navigational structure of the USACE 

channel located adjacent to the park effectively blocked the long shore transport of sand from the south. For many years, this 

was offset by the placement of dredged sand, however, when dredging discontinued in the late 1970’s, erosion has increased 

resulting in losses at McLain State Park including campsites and campground roads. The study further determined that the best 

course of action to mitigate damage is to relocate threatened park infrastructure. Erosion is currently threatening campsites, 

campground roads, cabins and a toilet/shower building.
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