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PROPOSED WORK AND PURPOSE

The work will involve the construction of 550 recreational, ski-in, ski-out residential units consisting
of a mix of mull” "amily units, single-family homes and condo hotel units, associated infrastructure,
a base lodge, snowmobile/cross-country/hiking trails, a mountain coaster, a tubing chute, and
development of four new downhill ski trails and two new lifts. This work will impact about 24,677
sq. ft. (0.57 acre) of forested, scrub-shrub and emergent wetland and 6,115 sq. ft. (0.14 acre) of

£ ennial, in mittent and ephemeral streams. An additional 5,554 sq. ft. (0.13 acre) of forested
wetland will be impacted by clearing.

 ne work will also involve the upgrade and expansion of the existing snowmaking system and
additional trail coverage. The snowmaking improvements will involve the expansion of the
existing Mirror Lake snowmaking pond, upgrade of the existing Cold Brook withdrawal, and
construction of the new “Siegel Pond” snowmaking pond. The overall goal of the snowmaking
improven ts is to increase trail acreage from 147 acres to 193.3 acres and to increase
snowmaking coverage on Haystack Ski Area from 127.4 acres, representing 87 percent of the
current total of 147 acres of terrain, to 100 percent coverage of the proposed 193.3 acres of
skiable terrain.

Mirror Lake Expansion/Cold Brook Withdrawal Upgrade

Mirror Lake is an excavated snowmaking pond located near the base of tt  original Haystack
Ski Area. This lake was constructed in the 1960s, and is located directly south of the existing
Haystack Access Road. Water is currently withdrawn from Cold Brook via the existing
pumping station for snowmaking and storage in Mirror Lake. The proposed expansion of Mirror
' 1ke will increase its volume from 14.6 Mgal to 28.4 Mgal. Overall, the expansion would
increase the total area of the lake by approximately 1.58 acres.

The proposed upgrade of the Cold Brook withdrawal includes removal of the existing dam
structure and the installation of an inflatable dam structure and 24-inch Parshall Flume in the
same location. These upgrac ; would allow for accurate stream flow monitoring while
minimizing stream channel impacts. The proposed upgrades would also include replacing the
baffle located in the existing pumphouse, just upsti 1m of the current and proposed dam.
Permanent impacts to the stream channel would result from the construction of the new dam
and modifications to the baffle and surrounding area. Temporary impacts within the stream
would involve the re-routing of water, and placement and removal of temporary diversion
structures during construction. Currently, a minimum fiow of 0.58 csm is maintained at the
Cold Brook withdrawal. This minimum flow will be increased to the Statewide average
February Median Flow (FMF) of 0.80 csm. Monitoring of streamflows will take place to
develop a site-specific FMF.

The wetlands located near Mirror Lake are located in a previously disturbed matrix of early
succession trees, shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation along and upslope of the western berm
of Mirror Lake.

This portion of tt  project will permanently impact a total of 35,828 sq. ft. (0.82 acre) of
wetland, and 3,660 sq. ft. (450 |.f./0.08 acre) of stream bottom (below OHW).
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Siegel Pond

Siegel Pond is a proposed 22 Mgal snowmaking pond located south of Mirror Lake and north
of Haystack Brook. This portion of the project will permanently impact a total of 68 sq. ft. (34
1.£./0.002 acre) of stream bottom (below OHW). There will be no wetland impacts from the
construction of Siegel Pond.

The basic purpose of the project is to rehabilitate the existing ski area at Haystack Mountain
and Hermitage Inn lands into a year-round resort,

The work is described on the 1closed plans, in seventeen sheets, entitled “WETLANDS &
SURFAC™ WATER IMPACT AREAS” (dated “September 24 2015”, “March 21, 2016”, “July 11,
2016”7, and “Sep nber 12 2016”), “STREAM CROSSING L. TAILS” (dated “December 15 2015”)
and “AMPHIBIAN ROAD CROSSING L. TAILS” (dated “December 15 "115”).

£' TERNATIVES

The basic purpose of the project is to rehabilitate an existing ski area into a year-round resort.
Off-site alternatives would not allow the applicants to accomplish their basic purpose. Over the
course of project design, substantial efforts have been made to minimize impacts on-site.
Since April of 2014, this has resulted in an overall reduction of wetland/waterway impacts from
3.05 acres to 1.60 acres (a 48% decreas

To compensate for unavoidable impacts to waters of the U.S. of the propos | proiect the
applicant proposes to make a payment to the Ducks Unlimited Vermont In-Lieu . ce
Program.






















































