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FOREWORD

The first 30 years for the Alaska District have been fruitful and important.
Even so, Corps of Engineers involvement in Alaska began more than 100 years
ago. Thus, this story of the District is a story of the Corps as well, and the
Army, and of their love affair with the beautiful State of Alaska.

Hundreds of hours of careful research, tedious sifting, and lengthy inter-
views were a necessary prelude to the publication of this history. Lyman L.
Woodman, a long-time Alaskan, deserves great credit for investing those
hours and for producing a comprehensive initial version of our story. We are in-
debted as well to Dr. Will Jacobs, professor of history, University of Alaska-
Anchorage, for this final manuscript which draws from and condenses Ly-
man’s work.

Those of us who have been a part of Corps of Engineers adventures in ““The
Great Land”” know of excitement, privation, exhilaration, danger. We know
that there is a can-do spirit in the Alaska District that somehow compels us to
persevere even when the odds seem insurmountable. There are those with us
who can truly lay claim to the title of pioneer, for they joined the District when
it was first formed and stayed ever since. They know first-hand of the early
days of temporary shacks, the initial mystery of permafrost, the deluge of Cold
War construction projects, and the unique camaraderie that grows when hard-
ship and adversity are shared.

On behalf of all of us who have ever served in the Alaska District | sincerely
hope your own vicarious experiences in reading this tome will convince you
that we are proud of our heritage. | hope, too, that you will agred that Alaska’s
future and that of the District are promising and exciting.







PREFACE

This work is a short history of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Alaska; it
concentrates on the work of the Alaska Engineer District from its foundation in
1946 through 1974. While the Alaska District is a relatively young institution, it
can point with substantial pride to several major achievements, chief among
them an important role in the construction of facilities for a permanent military
establishment, the improvement of navigation and moorage for many Alaskan
communities, the construction of flood control facilities, the development of
an innovative hydroelectric project in Southeastern Alaska, and participation in
comprehensive water resources management. This brief history is an attempt
to record those activities against the general background of Alaskan social and
economic development and the changing lmportance of Alaska in the national
defense of the United States.

A note should be made about the division of labor in the production of thls
history. Lyman.L. Woodman of the District’s Public Affairs Office did all the re-
search for this project. From this research he constructed a preliminary manu-
script. The District retained Dr. W. A. Jacobs to write the final document
which constitutes this work.

Mr. Woodman'’s research was very much helped by the good advice and as-
sistance rendered by various members of the District staff. Special acknow-
ledgement goes to those most often consulted: Warren George, Donald Wil-
bur, John J. Longacre, Ralph E. Melbo, James K. R. Clodfelter, William L.
Armstrong, and Hulda Melbo. The aid of the District’s library staff--Barbara
Berg and Cheryl Bixby--has been greatly appreciated.

W.AJ.
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