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SUBJECT ! Army Forest Canseryaticn Foiic

o

Army naturai rescurg es-arsine sssantial slaments of £¢osysiems that sravice
raalisiic, sustainacie assats for - mitiEary missicns. . These same e-:cs;s:—:—**s contribute
toward regicnal btccwersity and provice hagitat for gncangersd, threateraed and
sensitive native plants and animals. The Army s requirsd. by law. to marags natural
rescurces. The Sikes Act directicn is to provide for the conservation and rehagilitaticn
of natural rescurces on military installations without net loss tc the capatility of lands to
suppoert the rmhtary mission. Army forests are 2 renewatle natural resctree, which help
shape the missicn. iandsua;:e provide rich biclogical divarsity and sequester catbon.
Active management is essartlai to maintain cur forests and ‘o take advantage of excess
capacity, where approoriate.

Request that your office participate In twe efforts to assass the status of Army
implementation of forest ecosysten' management. Cne, is the Army Environmental
Policy Institute Farestry Folicy Review; the secend’is the Ammy Audit Agency audit of
the forestry program. My expectation is that your office will also engage zppropriate
Army Staff and Major Army Cemmands in these efforts. :

The Army is permitted to sell forest products under 10 USC 28€3. The Army
continues to make progress in moving toward ferest management that engages the
principles of ecosystem management while:fccusing on maintaining the landscape for
sustainable military use. Recent guidance issued by your Birector of Environmental
Programs moves us a step cleser to these ideals, We must continue to move toward
management of natural resourcas: that emphasizs missicn requirements and the
principles cf eccsystem management. Therefore, | am directing the follewing actions to
help guide and stimulate this mcvement:
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- Continue the svolvement from commercial-criented forest management to
ecosystems-oriented forest management giving first priority to mission
requirements, Assess the current guidance for forestry programs and report
recommendations for improvement by December 4, 2000.

- Include planning and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis in all
timber sale decislons. All forest management must be incorporated Into
integrated Natural Resources Management Plans where they are reguired.
Integrated Natural Resources Management Pians for installations that plan to
harvest timber must have an environmental analysis for compliance with
NEPA. The environmental analysis should address the impacts on biological
diversity; species listed as endangered, threatened, or proposed under the
Endangered Species Act; wetlands; riparian and riparian buffer areas; soils;
air; water and other potentially significant issues.

- Maintain monitoring programs. Request you continue to improve the
Environmental Compliance Assessment System, Instailation Status Report,
and Environmental Quality Report to ensure adequate assessment of
ecosystem management.

- Assure natural resources professionals are avallable and as free as possible
of commercial influence. Make sure they need not rely exclusively on the
economic returns of production to accomplish landscape management,
compliance and stewardship. Assist In revising Defense and Army guidance
to clarify suitability of natura! resources functions for conversion to contract
performance. -

- Provide flexibility in selling timber. You are hereby authorized to allow
installations to sell timber, both large and small sales. If this cholce impacts
staffing at the Army Corps of Engineers District, the Major Army Command or
installation shall provide a minimum of six months advance notice to the
District office. Guidance shall be developed to carry out this autherization.

- Reduce incentives to conduct unsustainable forest management. Review
Installation forest management programs to identify those that are
unsustainable and assure forest stewardship Is maintained without pressure
to over-harvest,
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Aggressively engage 'n the revisicn of Depariment of Defense Inswuction
47135.3. Work to incorporate the Army pciicy of forest management ampnasis
con mission support ancd ecosystem management.

| encourage your help in getting Army leacers involved tc assure our forests,
grasslands, wetlands and deserts are managed as national assets fully imeglementing the
principles cf ecosystem management. which will also enhance the military missicn.

(Installaticns and Environment)
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