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Public Meetings held on the MW M ssissippi, 4-8 Mar 2002

More than 340 nenbers of the public participated. The

M ssi ssi ppi River Conmi ssion (MRC) nenbers and U. S. Arny
Corps of Engineers staff along with public interests,
experienced firsthand the issues, concerns, and chall enges
facing the citizens and organizations in relation to water
resources in their respective regions.

The nenbers of the public and organi zati ons openly
expressed their satisfaction with the opportunity and the
forumto address and be heard by the MRC. A letter of
response was sent to each individual who addressed the MRC
to discuss all questions and issues raised by that

i ndi vi dual

Detail ed answers to each person that nade a presentation
and or filed for the record are avail abl e at

iWw. nvd. usace.arny. ml| The address of various issues that
the public presented is listed bel ow

STATE SPECI FI C | SSUES

Gand Prairie Area Denonstration Project (AR)
As water levels continue to rapidly drop in both the Sparta
and Al luvial Aquifers, people are becom ng nore aware of
the severe water problens in the Gand Prairie area. These
probl ens are becom ng evident in other areas of the country
that have traditionally had abundant water.

The Grand Prairie Area Denonstration project was
devel oped to supply water to sustain irrigated agriculture
and sustain the aquifers into the future w thout harm ng
the environnent. The Corps is currently working to
construct the on-farmfeatures of the project with the
Nat ural Resources Conservation Service, the Arkansas Soi
and Water Conservation Conm ssion, the Wiite River Regional
Irrigation Water Distribution District, and local citizens.

The President’ s budget request for Fiscal Year 2003
does not include funding to continue and/or conplete this
effort. The budget request for the M ssissippi River and
Tributaries project focuses on its main stem conponents and
studi es and projects whose outputs are related to flood
control, navigation, and environnental restoration.

Yazoo Backwat er Refornul ation Project (M)

The Vi cksburg District has worked with the M ssissipp
Levee Board and South Delta Flood Control Conmittee in
several consensus-buil ding sessions to help fornmulate the


http://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/
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best plan for the Yazoo Backwater area. The District has
sel ected a conbination plan that includes a 14,000 cubic
feet per second punp which wll initiate punping at

el evation 87 feet, National Geodetic Vertical Datum and a
non-structural flood damage reducti on conponent t hat

i ncl udes purchase of 62,500 acres of conservation easenents
fromw lling sellers. This plan results in a net increase
to the wetland, aquatic, and terrestrial resources in the
area. However, the Environnmental Protection Agency and
US. Fish and Wldlife Service still oppose the project

al ong with many national environnental groups as we heard
in the public neeting.

Bi g Sunfl ower Ri ver Mintenance Project (M)

The Corps is continuing with design and real estate
activities for Itens 1 and 2 for the Big Sunflower River
mai nt enance project. Plans are essentially conplete for
Item 4. Maintenance contracts will be awarded when

envi ronnment al docunentation is conplete, pending
availability of funds and water quality certification.

REGQ ONAL | SSUES

Envi ronment al Managenent Program (EMP) and the
Lower M ssissippi R ver Resources Assessnent (LMRRA)

Bot h studi es have significant potential for beneficial
ecosystem managenent. The Conm ssion agrees that the |evel
of effort and commtnent to the environnental aspects of
these two projects are very inportant, particularly in
light of the newy rel eased Environnental Operating
Principles (EOPs) used to guide the Corps in all of its
wor K.

The Corps’ commtnent to the environment is strong;
however, the funding |levels for these projects are |imted,
with many interests conpeting for the Federal dollar. The
EMP on the upper M ssissippi River has not been funded to
the authorized levels since its inception. The LMRRA
project, while authorized in the Water Resources
Devel opnent Act of 2000, is not yet funded. W have
received letters of intent fromall states involved to
share costs on the LMRRA when a Federal interest is
i dentified.
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Upper M ssissippi and Illinois Waterway System Navi gation
St udy

Many presenters remarked that nodernizing the system
of | ocks and dans on the upper Mssissippi and Illinois
Rivers is long overdue. The Upper M ssissippi and Illinois
Wat erway System Navi gation Study was begun in 1993 to
address the need for navigation inprovenents on the
navi gati on system The feasibility study was paused in
February 2001 in order to assess the results of a review by
the National Research Council. The study was resuned in
August 2001 and restructured to give equal consideration to
fish and wildlife resources along wth navigation
i nprovenent planning. An InterimReport will be conpleted
in July 2002 that will provide a blueprint for conpletion
of the feasibility study to ensure the waterway system
continues to be a nationally treasured ecol ogi cal resource
as well as an effective transportati on system The
feasibility study is scheduled for conpletion in 2004.

The M ssissippi River and Tributaries Project (MR&T)

The M ssissippi River and Tributaries (MR&T) project
is 87 percent conplete. However, |evee work still remains
to be done in the Menphis, New Ol eans, and Vi cksburg
Districts. Wile the ngjority of the levee raising is in
the Vicksburg District, substantial progress is being nade.
I n Louisiana, approximately 114 mles of |evee remain to be
rai sed. Maxi nmum defici encies have been reduced fromthe 7-
to 8-foot range to the 4- to 5-foot range with the nost
deficient areas being raised first. Also, approximtely 24
mles of |levee in Arkansas needs to be raised about 2 feet.
W anticipate that the | evee raise in Arkansas will not
commence until sonme of the nore deficient sections in
Loui siana and M ssi ssippi are conplete. The Vicksburg
District is commtted to raising these | evee sections as
qui ckly as possible in order to protect the State of
Loui si ana.

A conpl etion date of 2031 for the MR&T project was
based on antici pated Congressional funding; however, the
Corps of Engineers and the | evee boards have indicated the
capability to conplete the | evee enlargenment program by
2020. In the last several years, the |evee program has
been funded to its capability. The Congress recognizes
that the Corps nust conplete the | evee enl argenent as
qui ckly as possi bl e.
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Ports and Harbors (funding priorities)

Funding is ultimately based on national funding
priorities. The Adm nistration views conmercial navigation
as a core mssion because of the w despread benefits it
provides to the nation. The Fiscal Year 2003 budget gives
priority to those ports and harbors that are used for
commercial activities or subsistence fishing. Mst of the
| arger ports and harbors provide a nore significant
economc return to the nation conpared to smaller harbors.
Li kewi se, anong inland waterways, the budget gives
precedence to waterway segnents that have high conmerci al
cargo volunes or |low costs per ton-mle of comerci al
car go.

M ssi ssippi River -- policy on use of the 12-foot draft

In regard to a policy on use of the 12-foot draft,
there is a procedure in place that allows the tow ng
industry to utilize any additional draft the river
provi des. Channel condition information is coordinated
t hrough the Lower M ssissippi River Coomittee (LOVRC), nmade
up of representatives of the tow ng conpani es operating on
the lower river. The group attenpts to maxim ze the
efficiency and safety of the waterway by ensuring that
reasonabl e size tows and drafts are utilized for various
river conditions. Wen the river approaches |ow water
conditions, the commttee hosts a conference call in which
menbers of the Corps, Coast Guard, National Wat her
Service, and the tow ng industry discuss channel
conditions, weather and river forecasts, and ot her
pertinent issues. During these discussions a consensus is
reached regarding appropriate draft and tow size. |If
restrictions are warranted, the Coast Guard, in conjunction
with LOVWRC, issues a draft and tow size "advisory" for the
appropriate reach of the river. 1In addition to the
advisories, any tinme a nmariner reports a navigation problem
to the Coast CGuard, it is relayed to all mariners. These
probl ens often involve shall ow depths, which on the | ower
river is often 11 feet or less. The Lower M ssissipp
River Commttee is currently co-chaired by M. Bruce
Hussel |, Anmerican River Transportation Conpany,
(314) 481-8828, and by M. Thormas Mre, Anerican Conmerci al
Barge Lines, (812) 288-1941. The LOVRC is the primary
entity which determ nes appropriate tow size and draft.
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M ssouri River Master Manual Revi ew and Update

The M ssissippi Valley Dvision (MD) continues to support
Nort hwestern Division (NWD) efforts to identify an
appropriate flow managenent plan that conplies with | aws
and is consistent wwth contenporary needs of the M ssouri
and M ssissippi R ver Basins. MWD has eval uated

M ssi ssi ppi River inpacts for over 200 nodified reservoir
operation alternatives. The nost recently eval uated
alternatives included plans that incorporate a controlled
spring rise and a split Mssouri Ri ver navigation season.
The i npacts on M ssissippi R ver flood stages and

navi gation efficiency were neasurable but m nor. The

pl ans are beneficial to M ssissippi River navigation
during the traditionally [ ow fl ow period of Novenber and
Decenber. Mre detail ed evaluations of M ssissippi R ver
envi ronmental and dredgi ng i npacts are being continued for
t hese alternatives.

The continuing evaluations are schedul ed to be
conplete in early May 2002. The current NWD schedul e for
i npl enenting a revision to the Master Manual requires that
the Corps identify a Preferred Alternative (PA by My 31,
2002. Upon identification of the PA, the Corps wll
consult with the US. Fish and Wlidlife Service (USFW5)
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). A Final Environnental I|npact Statenment (FEIS),
whi ch presents a detailed analysis of the inpacts of the
PA, will be released this sumrer. Follow ng a 30-day
comment period for the FEIS, the Corps intends to conplete
ESA consultation on the PA with the USFW5 prepare a Record
of Decision, revise the Master Manual itself, and
i ncorporate the revised fl ow nanagenent plan into the
annual operation plan. 1In its Biological Opinion of
Noverber 2000, USFWS recommended that a revised flow
managenent plan be inplenented no later than 2003. The
Corps intends to have a new fl ow managenent plan in place
by 2003 to conmply with the Service's tineline.

| N GENERAL

Nat i onal E-Charting Program

The M ssissippi Valley Division (MD) and the New Ol eans
District are working in a coordi nated manner to define a

national E-Charting program Recent District activities

i ncl ude devel opi ng and issuing a contract for performng
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updates to the existing Inland El ectronic Navigational

Chart (I1ENC) for the Atchafalaya River and creating a

provi sional IENC for the M ssissippi R ver from Baton Rouge
to Mle 324. The contract also includes requirenents for
translating M ssissippi Rver data into |ENC for St. Louis
and Vicksburg Districts. Oher MD activities include a
pendi ng contract to convert Menphis and Rock Island
District data into | ENC products. The Corps antici pates
havi ng provisional |1 ENC coverage for the | ower and m ddl e
part of the M ssissippi R ver by the end of 2002.

The New Oleans District is finalizing an extensive
| ocal contract for work on the | ower M ssissippi River to
take survey data, fly aerial photography, and perform
extensive field data collection that wll support higher
quality IENCs for the portion of the M ssissippi River
Wi thin the boundaries of the New Ol eans District.

The Corps of Engi neers wel cones invol venent fromthe
various pilot organizations in providing conments and
suggestions to inprove the I ENC products for the users. W
encourage the waterway operators to invest in the type of
navi gati on equi pnent that is necessary to test and utilize
the system |Industry assistance and participation are
vital for a successful E-Charting program

The follow ng sites have been established for
interested parties to nonitor the progress of the | ENC
system |http://ww.nvn.usace.arny.nl/ENG s-|
b7/ at chaf al aya. asp| and http://ww.tec.arny.m|/echarts/|



http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ENG/s-57/atchafalaya.asp
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ENG/s-57/atchafalaya.asp
http://www.tec.army.mil/echarts/
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