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Article Summary: National Guard aviation did not really become effective until sufficient federal funds became 
available in the 1920s.  The Army had initially considered the airplane a communications device and had placed the 
aviation section under the Signal Corps, which severely stunted its development as a military weapon.  Pioneer 
airmen Captain Ralph E McMillen of Nebraska, Captain Ralph L Taylor of Connecticut, and L P Billard of Kansas 
were instrumental in the initial development of National Guard aviation but did not live to see its transition to 
prominence. 
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Surnames: Ralph E McMillen; Castle W Schaffer; George A Eberly; Edgar Bagnell; John H Morehead; James C 
Dahlman; Alan R Hawley; Ralph L Taylor; Josephus Daniels; Tandy N Dillon; Ernest R Wells; William A 
Lovelady; Alva N White; Robert P Chesney; Fred Bolton; Harley J Devoe; Leo D Westover; Joe E Westover; Fred 
E Roberts; Roscoe J Craig; Walter T Hansen; William A Simpson; Joseph E Carberry; Overton M Bounds; H W 
Blakely; Bertrand B Acosta; Raynal C Bolling; Miss Ruth Law; Captain L P Billard; E E Newbold; [See also inset 
listing on page 17 of the article of 16 National Guardsmen] 
 
Place Names: Perry, Iowa; Julesberg, Colorado; York, Nebraska; Lincoln, Nebraska; Fremont, Nebraska; New 
York; Platte River; Camp L D Richards; Beaver Crossing, Nebraska; Crete, Nebraska; Columbus, New Mexico; 
Texas; Mexico; Arizona; New Mexico; Paris, France; Llano Grande, Texas; Mineola, New York; Kelly Field, 
Texas; Post Field, Oklahoma 
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“Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Nebraska” “Aviation Squadron” “Francisco Villa’s Raid”  
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Photographs / Images: Capt Ralph E McMillen in Curtiss Model D; Curtiss Model D in 1913; Aerial Photo of 
Nebraska State Capitol in 1916; Guardsman Edgar W (Happy) Bagnell, R M Olyphant, D R Noyes and supply 
officer Wheeler, 1916 New York; Charles B Winder, Leighton W Hazelhurst, Thomas Milling, and Paul Beck, 
Pilot Training, College Park, Maryland, 1912; Omaha World-Herald excerpt from feature article on Edgar W 
Bagnell, Omaha; Lieutenant Edgar W Bagnell with Army Curtiss JN-4 1916-1917 
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