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PURPOSE. This Manual promulgates a revision of the Coast Guard Helicopter Rescue
Swimmer Manual. It prescribes policy, standards, instructions and capabilities pertinent to
all phases of Coast Guard Rescue Swimmer operations and is intended for use by operational
commanders, unit commanding officers, and aircrews tasked with rescue swimmer
operations, as well as customers of Coast Guard aviation.

ACTIONS. All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge,
deputy/assistant commandants, and chiefs of headquarters staff elements shall ensure
compliance with the provisions of this Manual. Internet release is authorized.

DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. The Coast Guard Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Manual,
COMDTINST M3710.4B is cancelled.

MAJOR CHANGES. Major changes to the manual are summarized below, however, due to
the significant revision of this manual, a careful review is recommended: rescue swimmer
(R/S) training heart rate, R/S training “Survivor” syllabus, R/S flight syllabus, and authorized
equipment list removed; Chapterl- added warnings, cautions, and notes; added hoist static
discharge cable (HSD); removed ability of R/S to deploy if does not pass initial NREMT test;
outlined requirements of R/S in detail, including dual rotary wing units, STAN Team
members and survivors; Chapter 2- added warnings, cautions, and notes; Rescue Strop is
referred as Rescue Sling; Trail line deployments of R/S updated with detailed descriptions
and photos; more detailed direct deployments with physical grip; updated ice deployments;
streamlined parachute and disentanglement procedures; swim facility requirements; added
requirement for R/S to be evaluated once every four years by ATC STAN member; expanded
EMT continuing education options, updated training requirements; appendix’s updated.

REQUESTS FOR CHANGES. Units and individuals may recommend changes by writing
via the chain of command, utilizing CG-22 form to: Commandant (CG-711), U. S. Coast
Guard, 2100 2" St SW Stop 7359, Washington, DC 20593-7359.
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6. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS. Environmental
considerations were examined in the development of this manual and have been determined
not to be applicable.

7. FORMS/REPORTS. The forms referenced in this manual are available in USCG Electronic
Forms or on the Standard Workstation or on the Internet: http://www.uscg.mil/forms/;
CGPortal at https://cgportal.uscg.mil/delivery/Satellite/uscg/References; or Intranet:
http://cqweb.comdt.uscg.mil/CGForms.

BRIAN SALERNO /s/
Vice Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Deputy Commandant for Operations
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CHAPTER 1. POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS.
A. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER POLICIES.

1.

Mission of the Coast Guard Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Program. The

primary mission of the helicopter rescue swimmer, hereafter referred to as
rescue swimmer (RS), is to provide Rotary Wing (RW) stations with the
capability of deploying a properly trained and conditioned person to assist
persons in distress in the maritime environment. The stated primary mission
should not be construed as a restriction on other operational requirements,
when determined appropriate by the operational commander, for deployment
of the RS.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Capabilities. The RS must have the flexibility,

strength, endurance, and equipment to function for 30 minutes in heavy
seas, and the skills to provide basic pre-hospital life support for the rescued
individual(s). RS Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) skills may also be
used during other Search and Rescue (SAR) cases in which swimming ability
is not required.

Concept of Operations.

a. Conditions on scene will determine the need to use the RS. The crew
shall consider the following:

(1) Sea state

(2) Water/air temperature

(3) Predatory marine life

(4) Other environmental factors

(5) Ability of the RS to safely complete the mission

b. The decision to deploy the RS is initiated by the pilot in command, but
the RS has the authority to decline deployment if the RS assesses the
situation to be beyond their capability.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Operational Procedures and Equipment. The
following manuals are used for RS operational procedures and equipment
references:

a. The helicopter flight manuals contain the pilot and flight mechanic (FM)
normal and emergency procedures for RS operations.

b. This manual contains RS procedures, training and physical standards,
and lists the authorized equipment for RS operations.

C. The Aviation Life Support Systems Manual, COMDTINST M13520.1
(series), provides authorized RS equipment descriptions and
maintenance procedures.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Operational Deployment Restriction. Helicopter
rescue swimmers are not permitted to act as cutter swimmers, nor are cutter
swimmers permitted to deploy from helicopters.

Underwater Rescue Restrictions. Self-Contained Underwater Breathing
Apparatus (SCUBA) procedures or equipment shall be neither used nor



http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/13000-13999/CIM_13520_1B.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/13000-13999/CIM_13520_1B.pdf
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maintained by the RS. An RS shall not swim under parachutes or layers of ice.
An RS shall not swim into or under a capsized or submerged vessel, aircratft,
or vehicle. If deployed next to a capsized object, the RS is permitted to search
visually and reach inside while maintaining a grasp on a reference point on
the exterior of the object. If the RS determines that a person is trapped under
or in the object and cannot be reached from the reference point, the pilot in
command must request alternate assistance through the search and rescue
mission coordinator or operations center.

7. Procedures or Equipment Evaluation Restriction. Units are not permitted
to evaluate new procedures or equipment without the written authorization
of Commandant (CG-711).

8. Special Duty Assignment Pay (SDAP).

a. Operational rescue swimmers are authorized Special Duty Assignment
Pay (SDAP), as provided in Special Duty Assignment Pay, COMDTINST
1430.1 (series). To be eligible, an RS must be serving at a helicopter
unit tasked to maintain helicopter rescue swimmers and fulfilling all
appropriate operational and physical training requirements set forth
in this manual.

b. Any RS, whose operational training requirements are not met, is not
permitted to function as a helicopter rescue swimmer and may forfeit
SDAP. An RS that has not maintained their physical fithess due to leave,
TAD, night check, medical grounding, etc., for 30 days or more must
pass the monthly physical training (PT) screen exam prior to performing
the duties of an operational RS.

NOTE
Exceptions to this rule may be granted on a case-by-
case basis upon authorization from CG-711.

C. The unit commanding officer must certify in writing to CG-711, either by
letter, message, or electronic mail, that the member meets all eligibility
requirements. This certification is due annually in January. An example
of this message is located in Appendix B.

9. Rescue Swimmer Deployment Message. A unit shall send a message after
a dramatic or noteworthy case when practical lessons can be learned or
problems with rescue swimmer equipment or procedures arise. The message
format and a sample are shown in Appendix A.

B. DEFINITIONS.

1. Warnings, Cautions, and Notes. Warnings, cautions, and notes appear in
this order before and/or after the step they are applicable to. The following
guidelines apply to warnings, cautions, and notes:



http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/1000-1999/CI_1430_1P.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/1000-1999/CI_1430_1P.pdf
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WARNING
AN OPERATING PROCEDURE, TECHNIQUE, OR
PRACTICE THAT, IF NOT CORRECTLY FOLLOWED,
COULD RESULT IN INJURY OR DEATH. WARNINGS
ARE ALWAYS DISPLAYED IN BOLD UPPERCASE
LETTERS.

NOTE
An operating procedure, technique, or condition that
requires emphasis. Notes are written in sentence case.

Wording. These words, followed by their intended meanings, are used in
this manual:

a. "Shall" has been used only when application of a procedure is
mandatory.

b. "Should" has been used only when application of a procedure is highly
recommended.

C. "May" has been used only when application of a procedure is optional.

d. "Will" has been used only to indicate futurity and never to indicate any

degree of requirement for, or application of, a procedure.

C. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS.

1.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Equipment for Operational Deployments. The

helicopter rescue swimmer should wear appropriate protective clothing during
all ground and flight operations. The type and quantity of clothing worn is
determined by mission needs. Regardless of the ensemble chosen, the RS
should wear an aircrew flight helmet during takeoff and landing and Survival
Emergency Air System (SEAS) belt during all overwater flights. The RS shall
remove the SEAS belt prior to water deployment. RS clothing is defined as
follows:
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NOTE

Due to extreme icing conditions, rescue swimmers
being deployed to solid ice are authorized to wear the
aircrew flight helmet with visor down or an approved
RS protective helmet with goggles IAW the Helicopter
Rescue Swimmer Authorized Equipment Process
Guide, CGTO PG-85-00-330.

Flight Ensemble.

(1)

)

Normal aircrew protective clothing includes the following:
(@) Flight suit or dry suit

(b)  Flight gloves

(c) Flight boots

(d) Aircrew survival vest/RS harness (with SEAS bottle while
flying over water)

(e) Aircrew flight helmet

The flight ensemble should be worn on all flights in which a water
deployment is not likely to occur within the first 30 minutes.

NOTE
For a full description of RS deployment ensembles,
refer to Appendix C .

Water Deployment Ensemble.

(1)

Water ensembles include the following:

(@) Wet suit or dry suit

(b) RS harness

(c) Fins and booties/rock boots/water boots
(d) Mask and snorkel

NOTE
For a full description of RS deployment ensembles,
refer to Appendix C.

NOTE
Water deployment ensemble chosen will be at the
discretion of the RS based on air and water temperature
variables. A dry suit is required to be worn if water
temperature is 55 °F or below.

(2) The RS shall wear a wet/dry suit hood or surf-cap with Safety of

Life at Sea (SOLAS) grade retroreflective tape in conjunction with
the dry suit whenever the water temperature is 55 °F or below, and
during all night operations regardless of water/air temperature.


http://cgweb.arsc.uscg.mil/manuals/CGTO/CGTO PG-85-00-330/CGTO PG-85-00-330.pdf

3)

(4)
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The RS protective helmet with SOLAS grade retroreflective tape
shall be worn during operations conducted in surf, cave, rock, white
water areas, or areas of debris. The RS protective helmet may be
worn in conjunction with the wet/dry suit hood, surf-cap, or by itself
if water temperature is above 55 °F.

Wet suit ensembles are not specifically designed for flame
resistance and can cause heat stress to the RS, thus the flight
ensemble shall be worn on all flights in which a water deployment is
not likely to occur within the first 30 minutes. Aircraft Commanders
must consider the risks of performance degradation and lack of
flame protection versus practicality when permitting the RS to wear
a water ensemble for longer than 30 minutes.

Vertical Surface/Land Deployment Ensemble. Vertical surface/land

deployment ensembles include the following:

(1)
(2)
®3)
(4)
()

(6)

Flight suit or dry suit

Flight gloves or protective gloves
Flight boots/cliff boots

RS harness

Aircrew flight helmet (with visor down and/or approved goggles/face
mask)

Yellow arm bands when not in dry suit (vertical surface)

NOTE
For added protection, additional vertical surface safety
equipment, as outlined in CGTO PG-85-00-330, may
be worn in conjunction with the vertical surface/land
deployment ensemble.

NOTE
For a full description of RS deployment ensembles,
refer to Appendix C.

2. Hoist Static Discharge (HSD) Cable Procedures.

a.

The HSD cable is a 10-foot wire cable with a 245-lb breaking strength
that is attached to the locking hoist hook prior to delivery and/or recovery
of the RS. Using the clip provided, the HSD is attached directly to the
equipment attachment ring (small eye) on the locking hoist hook and
extends below the RS. The HSD helps discharge static electricity by
grounding the aircraft through the hoist cable prior to the RS coming into
contact with the surface.


http://cgweb.arsc.uscg.mil/manuals/CGTO/CGTO PG-85-00-330/CGTO PG-85-00-330.pdf
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b. During helicopter hoist evolutions, static electricity discharge is a
common phenomenon between the surface (water, ground, or vessel)
and the hoisting device. The potential for and the degree of static
electricity discharge is a result of an electric potential difference (electric
field), measured in kilovolts per meter (kv/m), which can exist between
the surface and a helicopter above it.

C. There are environmental conditions that can cause the development of
substantial electrical fields. These conditions include: widespread, low,
thick ceilings, electrical storms forming nearby, and calm sea states.
Where these electrical fields meet the surface of the water or ground is
referred to as the boundary layer. Over open water, this boundary layer
tends to be more conducive to static discharge release than over land.
In fair weather or higher sea states, these electric fields are significantly
less due to nonexistent charges or continual disturbance of the water
surface in the boundary layer.

d. There is no exact methodology of predicting when substantial electrical
fields exist, only more probable conditions as described above. The
HSD shall be used for personnel deployments (rescue swimmer,
vertical delivery of boarding team members, etc.) unless determined
that conditions exist that could potentially cause the HSD to become a
hazard to the deployed member (e.g., heavy sea state, snag hazards,
expediate emergency recovery, significant vessel rigging, wrapping
hazard during direct deployment, etc.).

D. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.

1.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Training Requirements Overview. The Coast

Guard Air Operations Manual, COMDTINST M3710.1 (series), contains the
pilot, FM, and RS initial and recurrent flight training requirements for RS
operations. The physical fithess, swimming, and EMT training requirements
for an RS are contained in Chapter 3.

EMT Certification.

a. The RS should maintain National Registry EMT certification in
accordance with (IAW) the National Registry EMT guidelines.
Documentation verifying the individual has passed the initial National
Registry EMT certification exam is required prior to the RS deploying as
an operational RS.

b. Air Station Commanding Officers are responsible for obtaining National
Registry recertification training for their rescue swimmers. An RS whose
EMT National Registry certification has expired is not permitted to
deploy as an operational RS. Units desiring to maintain higher EMT
levels of training should obtain authorization from CG-711.

EMT Certification Failure Procedures. If an RS fails the initial National

Registry EMT certification exam or fails to meet the National Registry
requirements for EMT recertification, they are not permitted to deploy as an
operational RS. The individual must reapply to take the certification test within
30 days of notification of failure of the first test. If the RS fails the second


http://cgweb.arsc.uscg.mil/manuals/COMDT/3710/3710.pdf
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test they must again reapply to take the certification test within 30 days of

notification of failure. If the individual fails the third test, they must again attend
the initial National Registry EMT certification training and successfully pass the
National Registry certification test before they can deploy as an operational RS.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Training Requirements.

a.

To be designated a helicopter rescue swimmer an individual shall:
(1) Complete a military helicopter rescue swimmer school

(2) Complete the Basic Aircrew (BA) Syllabus for type of aircraft to
include required BA flights

(3) Complete both the RS Ground and Flight portion of the syllabus

(4) Complete the Initial Rescue Swimmer Standard PT Test (This
will be completed by each new graduate of the Aviation Survival
Technician School upon reporting to their first duty station at which
the member will be required to complete the RS Syllabus.)

NOTE
Exceptions to this rule may be granted on a case-by-
case basis upon authorization from the Rescue
Swimmer Program Manager.

(5) Complete certification as a Coast Guard NREMT-B

RS designation in any type helicopter shall remain current for 15
months after the swimmers last standardization check regardless of the
helicopter type assigned at the rescue swimmer’s present unit.

Rescue swimmers stationed at a dual rotor wing unit are only required to
be qualified in one airframe. An RS may deploy from the other airframe
in which a qualification is not held during instances of mission necessity
(training flights, SAR demonstrations, etc.). The member may continue
to deploy from either airframe until transfer to a single aircraft unit. In
instances of urgent operational necessity, rescue swimmers from a
single and/or dual rotor wing unit may deploy from either airframe after
receiving a thorough passenger brief.

Members attached to the Rescue Swimmer Stan Team shall maintain a
gualification in either the H-60 or H-65 airframe as stated in the preceding
paragraphs. The RS Stan Team member must complete a full ATC
Rescue Swimmer Transition Syllabus before conducting standardization
checks at a unit that does not maintain his or her primary airframe.



COMDTINST M3710.4C

5. H-65and H-60 Differences Summarization Table. Table 1-1 lists summarized
differences between the Coast Guard H-65 and H-60 helicopters that should
be noted.

Table 1-1.

Airframe Differences

H-65 a. The handhold at the main cabin door is located on the
boom stanchion

b. Has the hoist assembly attached to a movable boom

WARNING
DO NOT USE THE PILOT SEAT AS A
HANDHOLD DURING EXIT OR ENTRY
WHILE ON THE HOIST CABLE.

c. Limited cabin space requires careful survivor and basket
management

d. While sitting in the doorway, the RS should note the
numerous sharp edges on the cabin door track, as well
as a sharpedge near the in-flight refueling cover

H-60 a. When seated in the door for a free fall deployment,
ensure that you allow adequate clearance between
landing gear and auxiliary fuel tank (if installed)

b. Has a fixed hoist assembly

c. Handholds are located at each side of main cabin door

d. Rotor wash is disabling to survivors who do not have
adequate protection (i.e., mask and snorkel)

e. Limited cabin space requires careful survivor and basket
management

6. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Training Survivor Qualification. Prior to flight,
the candidate must complete the Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Training
Survivor Syllabus with a qualified RS and receive a thorough passenger
brief in helicopter type. This syllabus is only valid for 12 months from date of
completion.
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NOTE
Only active duty military personnel are authorized to act
as survivors on RS training flights.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Qualification Syllabi. The following RS syllabi
can be found on the CG Portal website, http://cgportal.uscg.mil:

a. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Ground Syllabus

b. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Flight Syllabus

C. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Instructor Syllabus

d. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Transition Syllabus

e. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Vertical Surface Syllabus
f. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Training Survivor Syllabus
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CHAPTER 2. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER PROCEDURES.
A. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER PROCEDURES.

1.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Procedures Introduction. This chapter
establishes standard operating procedures for Coast Guard helicopter rescue
swimmers. These procedures shall be used when the pilot in command has
elected to use the RS and the RS has assessed that the task is within their
capabilities.

WARNING
CAUTION MUST BE EXERCISED WHEN
RESPONDING TO FIRES INVOLVING AIRCRAFT
OR VESSELS MADE OF COMPOSITES.
INHALATION OF COMPOSITE FIBERS MAY BE
HARMFUL TO PERSONNEL. THE RS SHOULD
CONSIDER USE OF A RESPIRATOR WHEN
APPROPRIATE.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Equipment Inspection. Prior to every RS training
flight, the RS shall inspect and adjust all items in their equipment bag. At the
beginning of each duty day, the RS shall inspect their own equipment and the
unit's supplemental RS SAR and EMT equipment.

Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Hand Signals. Communication between the

aircrew is vital to the success of a rescue mission. RS hand signals were
developed to provide a direct line of communication between the RS and
helicopter when deployed. The helicopter RS hand signals are shown in
Appendix D.

B. HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMER DEPLOYMENTS AND RECOVERY

PROCEDURES.

1.

Free Fall Deployment Procedures. Refer to Table 2-1.

WARNING
A FREE FALL DEPLOYMENT IS USED ONLY IN
DAYLIGHT. WHEN CONDUCTING A FREE FALL
DEPLOYMENT, A MINIMUM WATER DEPTH OF 12
FEET IS REQUIRED.

Table 2-1.

Step Action

1. When directed to come forward, the RS assumes a sitting
position in the doorway with the gunner’s belt attached around
the chest and mask positioned on the forehead.

2. RS releases the gunner’s belt after FM taps the RS once on
the chest.
3. RS gives THUMBS UP signal to FM once the RS has checked

their equipment and is ready for deployment.
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Table 2-1. Continued

Step

Action

After FM taps RS three times on the shoulder, the RS checks
the altitude and ensures area is clear of debris and then
deploys from helicopter.

CAUTION
TO PREVENT INJURY, THE RS SHOULD MAINTAIN A
PARTIALLY SEATED POSITION WITH KNEES SLIGHTLY
BENT, ALLOWING THE HEELS TO IMPACT THE WATER
FIRST, FOLLOWED BY THE BUTTOCKS.

Immediately upon clearing helicopter, the RS assumes a
partially seated position with knees slightly bent, fins pointing
up, and places one hand on face mask and the other arm
across the chest.

After water entry, RS approaches the surface with mask clear.

Upon surfacing, the RS signals | AM ALRIGHT.

After giving signals the RS swims toward survivor.

2. Rescue Sling Deployment Procedures. Refer to Table 2-2.

WARNING
THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK SHALL BE IN THE
UNLOCKED POSITION DURING THE BARE HOOK
RECOVERY OF THE RS. THE LOCKING HOIST
HOOK SHALL BE IN THE LOCKED POSITION
DURING ALL VERTICAL SURFACE
DEPLOYMENTS. THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK
SHOULD BE IN THE UNLOCKED POSITION
DURING ALL OTHER DEPLOYMENTS AND
RECOVERIES.

CAUTION
BASED ON ENVIRONMENTAL ATMOSPHERIC
CONDITIONS, USE OF THE HSD CABLE SHOULD
BE CONSIDERED PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT.

NOTE
A rescue sling deployment may be used at night or any
time conditions dictate, such as debris or broken ice in
water, questionable water depth, or high sea state.
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Table 2-2.

Step Action

1. When directed to come forward, the RS assumes a sitting
position in the doorway with the gunner’s belt attached around
the chest, mask positioned on forehead, and the rescue sling
positioned under the arms of the RS. The locking hoist hook
shall be connected directly to the lifting V-rings of the rescue
sling, prior to entry into cabin door.

NOTE
Prior to being deployed at night or during low visibility
conditions, the RS and the locking hoist hook shall be
illuminated by chemical lights.

2. RS releases the gunner’s belt and places mask on face after
FM taps the RS once on the chest.

3. RS gives THUMBS UP signal to FM once the RS has checked
their equipment and is ready for deployment.

4, RS keeps arms crossed over sling while being lowered to
the water. The sling safety strap is not used during this
deployment.

5. While being lowered via the rescue sling, the RS should try

to maintain visual contact with the survivor. Turning of the
locking hoist hook may prevent constant visual contact.

6. After being lowered to a safe position, the RS slips out of the
sling and signals | AM ALRIGHT.
7. After giving signal, the RS swims toward survivor.

3. Harness Deployment Procedures. Refer to Table 2-3.

WARNING
THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK SHALL BE IN THE
UNLOCKED POSITION DURING THE BARE HOOK
RECOVERY OF THE RS. THE LOCKING HOIST
HOOK SHALL BE IN THE LOCKED POSITION
DURING ALL VERTICAL SURFACE
DEPLOYMENTS. THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK
SHOULD BE IN THE UNLOCKED POSITION
DURING ALL OTHER DEPLOYMENTS AND
RECOVERIES.



COMDTINST M3710.4C

NOTE

A harness deployment may be used at night or any time

conditions dictate, such as debris or broken ice in water,
guestionable water depth, or minor to heavy sea state.

Table 2-3.

Step

Action

When directed to come forward, the RS assumes a sitting
position in the doorway with the gunner’s belt attached around
the chest and mask positioned on forehead. The locking hoist
hook shall be connected directly to the lifting V-ring on the RS
harness prior to entry into cabin door.

NOTE
Prior to being deployed at night or during low visibility
conditions, the RS and the locking hoist hook shall be
illuminated by chemical lights.

RS releases the gunner’s belt and places mask on face after
FM taps the RS once on the chest.

RS gives THUMBS UP signal to FM once the RS has checked
their equipment and is ready for deployment.

To accomplish the load check, the FM will hoist RS clear of
deck to allow the RS to check harness for comfort. RS will
adjust harness as appropriate and give the FM the THUMBS
UP signal when ready to continue hoist.

While being lowered via the harness, the RS should try to
maintain visual contact with the survivor. Turning of the locking
hoist hook may prevent constant visual contact.

After being lowered to a safe position, the RS disconnects
from locking hoist hook and signals | AM ALRIGHT.

7.

After giving signal, the RS swims toward survivor.

4. Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Trail Line Deployment Procedures.

WARNING
THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK SHALL BE IN THE
UNLOCKED POSITION DURING THE BARE HOOK
RECOVERY OF THE RS. THE LOCKING HOIST
HOOK SHALL BE IN THE LOCKED POSITION
DURING ALL VERTICAL SURFACE
DEPLOYMENTS. THE LOCKING HOIST HOOK
SHOULD BE IN THE UNLOCKED POSITION DUR-
ING ALL OTHER DEPLOYMENTS AND
RECOVERIES.
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WARNING
THIS DEPLOYMENT SHALL NOT BE ATTEMPTED
WITHOUT THE USE OF THE TRAIL LINE QUICK-RE-
LEASE.

WARNING

DISPOSITION OF THE TRAIL LINE FOLLOWING
THE DEPLOYMENT SHOULD BE PREBRIEFED. IF
USING THE TRAIL LINE TO RECOVER THE RS, IT
SHALL BE DISCONNECTED FROM THE RS PRIOR
TO THE RS DISCONNECTING FROM THE LOCKING
HOIST HOOK. FAILURE TO DO SO COULD RESULT
IN THE RS BEING PULLED OUT OF THE CABIN.

CAUTION
BASED ON ENVIRONMENTAL ATMOSPHERIC
CONDITIONS, USE OF THE HSD CABLE SHOULD
BE CONSIDERED PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT.

NOTE
Prior to being deployed at night or during low visibility
conditions, the RS and the locking hoist hook shall be
illuminated by chemical lights.

The trail line deployment of the rescue swimmer was developed as a
means of stabilizing the rescue swimmer while being deployed to a
vessel, unstable platform, or land. This deployment procedure is not

to be used for water deployments and/or recoveries. This procedure
may be used with the harness deployment only, in conjunction with the
trail line quick-release. The use of the aircrew protective helmet by the
swimmer is mandatory. During use of the trail line deployment, the fixed
eye of the quick-release is connected to the swimmer’s self-locking hook
on the RS harness.

WARNING
FAILURE TO MAINTAIN PROPER POSITION MAY
RESULT IN AN INADVERTENT DEPLOYMENT
OF THE RS TO THE WATER PRIOR TO THE RS
REACHING THE HOISTING REFERENCE AND/OR
PENDULUM SWING IF THE QUICK-RELEASE IS
UTILIZED.
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b. Proper aircraft position is critical for ensuring a safe trail line deployment
of the RS. Unlike a conventional trail line delivery of a rescue device
when the trail line is used to guide the device into or through potential

hazards while the aircraft maintains a standoff position, a trail line

deployment of the RS will require the aircraft to lower the swimmer to
a safe height while moving the aircraft in as necessary to provide the
RS with the most vertical position for deployment. The trail line should
only be used as a method of stabilizing the RS during descent to the
target, not as a method of guiding or pulling the RS through potential

hazards. Pilots must minimize lateral separation from the hoisting

reference while maintaining proper altitude to ensure the most vertical

position for deployment is maintained.

C. Based on sea state, size of vessel, and platform instability, the use of
the trail line deployment may not be the best method for affecting the
rescue. Vessel pitching, rolling, or other environmental factors may
increase the chances of the RS being entangled and preclude the use

of this deployment.

H-65 Trail Line Deployment of Helicopter Rescue Swimmer Procedures.
to Table 2-4.

Table 2-4.

Refer

Step

Action Example

NOTE
To prevent loss, the quick-
release should be con-
nected to the RS self-locking
hook prior to entry into cabin
door.

When directed to come
forward, the RS assumes a
sitting position in the doorway
with the gunner’s belt
attached around the chest.
Prior to entry into cabin
door, the locking hoist hook
shall be connected directly
to the lifting V-ring on the
RS harness. The fixed eye
of the quick-release is then
attached to the self-locking
hook on the RS harness.

The RS releases the gunner’s belt after the FM taps the RS once on the
chest.
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Table 2-4. Continued

Step

Action

Example

RS gives THUMBS UP signal
to FM once the RS has
checked their equipment and
is ready for deployment.

To accomplish the load
check, the FM will hoist the
RS clear of the deck to allow
the RS to check harness
for comfort. RS will adjust
harness as appropriate and
give the FM the THUMBS
UP signal when ready to
continue hoist.
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Table 2-4. Continued

Step Action Example

5. | FM will boom RS completely
out and begin the delivery
of the trail line to the vessel,
unstable platform, or land.

NOTE
The FM may hand the
weak link to the RS prior
to delivering the trail