
Illinois State FSA Office 

August 2012 





Illinois 

Illinois Farm Service Agency 

What does the drought status mean to me? 

How do I know what the current drought 
status is in my area of the state? 

Are there any disaster programs available 
right now? 

Has Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
ground been opened up for haying or grazing? 

I understand that there is currently no disaster 
assistance programs, but is there anything 
available to help producers at this time? 

Will Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
ground be opened up fro emergency haying or 
grazing? 
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What do I do if I have NAP (Non-insured 
Assistance Programs)? 

What do I do if I am going to start chopping 

What should I do now? 

Additional Information 

Is there any other information available? 
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Livestock Loss Documentation 

Crop Loss Documentation 

Livestock Stored, Harvested or  Purchased Feed Loss 
Documentation 
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Orchardists and Nursery Trees, Bushes and Vines 
Loss Documentation 

Farm-Raised Fish and Feed Loss Documentation 

Honeybee and Feed Loss Documentation 

Additional Information 



USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) is a voluntary program 
available to agricultural producers to help them 
safeguard environmentally sensitive land. Producers 
enrolled in CRP establish long-term, resource 
conserving covers to improve quality of water, control 
soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with rental payments and 
cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 
10 and 15 years. 
 
Haying and Grazing 
Haying and grazing of CRP acreage is authorized 
under certain conditions to improve the quality and 
performance of the CRP cover or to provide 

emergency relief to livestock producers due to certain 
natural disasters. There are two types of haying and 
grazing authorizations: managed and emergency. 
 
Primary Nesting Season 
CRP acreage may not be hayed or grazed during the 
primary nesting and brood rearing season. For Illinois, 
this is from April 15 through August 1. These dates 
were established by the Illinois State Technical 
Committee.  
 
Managed Haying and Grazing 
Managed haying and grazing is authorized no more 
frequently than one out of every three years after the 
CRP cover is fully established.  
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2012 
Emergency Managed 

Haying Grazing Haying Grazing 

Start Date 8/2/2012 8/2/2012 8/2/2012 8/2/2012 

End Date 8/31/2012 9/30/2012 8/31/2012 9/30/2012 

Remove bales 
or livestock 

8/31/2012 9/30/2012 8/31/2012 9/30/2012 

Report to FSA 
Within 10 days of the ending date. 

Annual rental payments will not be issued until reported. 

Eligible Acres 

Leave 50% of field 
or contiguous CRP 

fields unhayed. 

Leave 25% of field or 
contiguous CRP 

fields ungrazed or 
graze not more than 
75% of the stocking 

rate. 

Not required to leave any acres unhayed 
or ungrazed. 

Eligible 
Practices 

CP1, CP2, CP4B, CP4D, CP8A, CP10, 
CP23, CP23A, CP27, CP28, SAFE CP38E 

*CP25 if requested by COC 

CP1, CP2, CP4B, CP4D, 
CP10, SAFE CP38E 

Payment 
Reduction 

10% of per acre rental rate times acres 
actually hayed or grazed 

25% of per acre rental rate times acres 
actually hayed or grazed 

Can you lease 
the rights to 
hay or graze? 
Can you sell 
the hay? 

Yes. Hay may be 
sold or a second 
party may bale 

BUT haying 
privilege may not 

be sublet to a third 
party. 

Yes. Someone else 
may graze their 
livestock, BUT 

grazing may not be 
sublet to a third 

party. 

Yes 

Can you hay 
and graze the 
same acres? 

No. Acres may be either hayed or grazed, but not both. 
Only one cutting of hay is permitted. 
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CRP participants requesting managed haying 
and grazing must file a request with their local 
FSA office and obtain a modified conservation 
plan from the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) before the activity may begin. 
The payment reduction is 25% of the per acre 
rental rate for the acres hayed or grazed. 
 
Emergency Haying and Grazing 
Emergency haying and grazing of CRP 
acreage may be authorized to provide relief to 
livestock producers in areas affected by a 
severe drought or similar natural disaster. 
 
Emergency authorization is provided by either 
a national FSA office authorization or by a 
state FSA committee determination after the 
nesting season utilizing the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. 
 
CRP participants requesting emergency haying 
and grazing must file a request with their local 
FSA office and obtain a modified conservation 
plan from the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) before the activity may begin. 
For 2012, the payment reduction was reduced 
from 25% of the per acre rental rate for the 
acres hayed or grazed to 10%. 
 
National FSA Authorization 
County eligibility is based on a county FSA 
committee request documenting a 40% or 
greater loss in normal hay and pasture 
production and either: 
 

for drought conditions, precipitation levels 
at an average of 40% or greater loss of 
normal precipitation for the 4 most recent 
months plus the days in the current month 
before the date of request; or 
for excessive moisture conditions, 
precipitation levels at an average of 140% 
or greater increase in normal precipitation 
during the 4 most recent consecutive 
months plus the days in the current month 
before the date of request. 

 
Emergency haying or grazing is limited to the 
acreage physically located within the boundary 
of the eligible county or portion of a county. 
Under this authority, acreage will only be 
authorized for a specified time and may end 
earlier than announced if conditions improve. 
 
 
 

State FSA Committee Determination 
County FSA committees may request emergency 
haying or grazing for all or part of a county from the 
state FSA committee using the U.S. Drought Monitor 
after the primary nesting season has ended. The 
state FSA committee may approve emergency 
haying and grazing on a county-by-county basis if the 
county is designated level D2 or higher according to 
the U.S. Drought Monitor. The U.S. Drought Monitor 
is available online at http://drought.unl.edu /dm/
monitor.html. 
 
Ineligible Acreage 
Acreage ineligible for managed or emergency haying 
and grazing includes acreage devoted to: 
 

Useful life easements; 
Land within 120 feet of a stream or other 
permanent water body; 
Any practices not listed in the previous table. 
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FROM DAN RUTHERFORD – THE ILLINOIS STATE TREASURER  

 

 

 

Disaster Recovery Loans 

 

As Illinois farmers endure one of the harshest summer droughts in years, Illinois State Treasurer 

Dan Rutherford is encouraging agricultural professionals to consider low-interest disaster 

recovery loans that are made possible with funding from the Treasurer’s Office. 

 

“I offer my sympathies to all Illinois farmers who are so desperately in need of rain and I want to 

remind them of help that is available through my office. Farmers whose crops have been reduced 

or even completely destroyed by drought may need assistance – these loans can even bridge the 

gap until insurance checks come through,” said Rutherford. “I want every victim of this drought 

to know what help is available.” 

 

These “Disaster Recovery” loans allow home, business and farm owners to secure below-market 

rates with participating financial institutions for up to the first five years of a loan.  The maximum 

interest rate ranges from 2.20% - 2.89% depending on length of term between one and five 

years.  Loans are available to qualified borrowers who need help covering immediate costs that 

will eventually be covered by insurance (bridge loans), and to help cover costs if there is no 

insurance. The interest is low because the Treasurer’s Office “buys down” the interest rate by 

depositing money at a discounted rate into an eligible financial institution.  

 

Many financial institutions across the state have agreed to partner with the Treasurer’s Office to 

make these low-interest loans available. For more information, or to find an electronic version of 

the “Disaster Recovery” application, go to www.treasurer.il.gov or call the Disaster Recovery 

Hotline at 866-523-0641. 
 

              

            

 

 ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU  

 

This is a great link regarding drought information from the Illinois Farm Bureau.   The 

Illinois Farm Bureau provides frequent updates to this site.  

 

                   www.ilfb.org/drought 

 

http://www.treasurer.il.gov/



