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DART Special Events 

• Special events are a growing part of 
DART’s operation 

• These events generate much higher 
ridership than normal  

• 2013 has been an unusually busy year 
for major special event activity 
– State Fair, MegaFest, FlugTag, St. Patrick’s 

Day, to name a few 
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2013 State Fair 

• September 27 through October 20 
– Over 612,000 added light rail riders, and 

almost 2.6 million total light rail riders during 
the Fair 

• 3 football games on successive Saturdays 
• TX/OU game October 12 

– Over 150,000 rail riders that day alone 

• Basic operational plan in place for the 
last four years 
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2013 State Fair Plan Elements 

RAIL 

• Extra service on most 
rail lines, especially for 
TX/OU 

• More cars on trains 
during entire day 

• Extra TRE service, 
including Sunday 
operation 

• Several hundred staff 
volunteers to help 
customers 

BUS 

• Extra bus service on 
several routes 

• Supplemental buses to 
add to rail capacity in 
key corridors 

• Backup buses for 
overflow situations 
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MegaFest 

• Major event at Convention Center, American 
Airlines Center [AAC] held August 28-30 

• Attendance estimates from 33-70k, with a 
majority from out of town 

• Extra train service, extended operating hours 

• Direct bus shuttles connecting AAC, 
Convention Center 

• 84,000 added light rail riders and 39,000 
shuttle bus riders during event 
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FlugTag 

• Held September 21st in Las Colinas 

• DART operated extra train service and 
20+ supplemental buses to handle 
anticipated crowds of 50k or more 

• 5,600 added light rail riders during 
event 
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

• Annually on the Saturday nearest the 
holiday 

• Attendance, ridership have been 
growing steadily 

• Added trains are required to serve 
crowds from all areas 

• 73,900 added light rail riders during 
2013 event 
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JFK Event Upcoming 

• November 22 
• All Red, Blue, TRE operations will be 

shut down adjacent to Dealey Plaza for 
approximately one hour 

• Bus bridge between Convention Center 
and West End during shutdown 

• Major CBD detours for regular bus 
routes, some starting earlier in the 
week 
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