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The Six P’s: Artifact Investigation 
 

Problem:  What is this object?  What does it tell us about the people who 
used it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place: What is it made of?  How was it made?  Which of the materials were 
available in Virginia?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Purpose:  How was this object used? Is it useful or ornamental? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People:  Who used this object?  Did everyone have one? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perspective:  Is this something that is used today or in the past?  Why 
would this object be important to the people that used it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proof:  Record your solution to the problem in the first box.  What primary 
sources support your ideas?  Be prepared to defend your statements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


