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Take a walk beside the James River. Breathe

in a gust of Atton Mountain air. Gaze over

the rolling hills of the Shenandoah Valley.
You have to admit...Virginia truly is a
beautiful state. Since 1993, the Virginia De
partment of Environmental Quality has
paid tribute T that beauty by working o
inll‘!\“\' our l‘l.ltl.l'l".il cnvironment.

Still, enhancing Virginia's air and
water, preserving coastal zones, revitalizing
contaminated land, and enforcing state reg-
ulations are just part of the job. Looking
after Virginias environment means looking
after the people who live in it. After 20 years,
DEQ sull recognizes the most important
environmental truth: Virginia is our home,
but Vingimsans will always be our priority.

Giving citizens the tools to participate
in environmental stewardship is paramount
to success; today, Virginians can use online
resources to communicate and collaborate
with DEQ to do so. The Geographic Infor-
mation System, for example, is an interac-
tive mapping tool designed to inform
citizens about agency policy and operations,
using 4 variety of online features.
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doors enthusiasts can rveler to Coastal
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Continuing to promote sustainable
practices, DEQ has partnered with state
organizations to spearhead the Virginia
GCireen initiative, Virginia Green advances
sow .!|.]--!a||,~ 1!\1n11-_:[! Tour tenets: recy [lll\,",
waste reduction, energy conservation, and
the “Total Maximum

Daily Load” plan (see page 35) is a way for

wialer conservaton

DEQ protect the health of our waters by
restricting the amount of pollutants that
can be released into rivers and streams.,
Public notices, alerts, and RSS feeds are

other online tools that DEQ uses to relay

environmental information in a timely
fashion. When you need to know, drought
condition updates, uir quality forecasting,
and water ;11|.L]1[\ monoring are inn! aclick
away,

DEQ works in concert with \"lll‘,'.inm
citizens to keep our environment clean and
safe, and there are all kinds of ways to iu‘]}‘
the cause, Yve ail know that carpooiing cuts
down on harmful emissions and the X Gen

has been reciting “Reduce, Reuse. Recyele.”
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today are taling o much more active role in
CHVITORG ntal iesu lhe citizen witer
uality monitoring progriam give volun
teers thi n||']-n-lllll||l\ to contribute valu

able data to the state by colle Linge water
samples from private |u|:u| and streams
(or from nearby public waters) and send
ing in the results for analysis, The Virginia

Master Naturalist program offers partici

pilnts a rgorous education and the tools
necessary 1o |||'||1 conserve natural re
sources, and residents of the ( ‘]|i'-..|1|:‘.||-,r'

Bay coast can participate in reef restora
tion by growing their own “oyster gar
dens.”

\s we move into the 21st century,
technological advances make it casier than
ever to sty informed. The evolution of the
mnterner mto a \\'u1|~i\\|ui: network pro
\n|\'-- iR l‘i[i1 1ent ||].||Jr||n| for information
sharing. And Geographic Information
Systems continue to Hnmprove mapping
wildlife habitats, providing recreational in
|lIII1],I|IiT1|..IIIl[|-.t'["'|'||_'_'ltI|i/l'|l‘-.FIIIIiIHIt'El.

SINee 1its il!{t‘l![illrl_ DEQ has been
working with Virginians to preserve the
beautitul state we live in, and those ettorts
will keep going right into the new century,
Your grandchildren deserve to drink clean
water. Your children deserve to breathe
\'11'.|ri Alr, \1I\i VoLl ti("‘l‘l\'l' o l\rlc:\\' \\'.:|-3 15
seeimng to that. When we work 1:}Lj_r_'1]|r r
our environment can lm[_\ improve; DEQ_
will be there to make sure that it does.

After all...this was only the first 20 years.
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