
Massachusetts producers benefited from commodity and price support program payments during FY 2012.

Commodity Program & Price Support Payments and Loans: $2,492,882 

The USDA Farm Service Agency delivered over $24.92 million in farm program payments and loans to 
Massachusetts farmers during FY 2012.  Massachusetts agriculture benefits greatly from the tireless efforts of 
our dedicated employees and locally elected County Committees.
         State Executive Director Richard Burke

FSA At Work Across Massachusetts - FY 2012

$1,784,286 - Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to 
rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters, and to 
carry out emergency water conservation measures during 
periods of severe drought. 

$133,504 - Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a 
voluntary program designed to protect grasslands from 
conversion to cropland.  Producer rental payments 
provide an incentive to maintain pastures for grazing.  

$2,571 - Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
provides financial incentives, cost-share and rental 
payments to producers who convert highly erodible 
cropland or environmentally sensitive acreage to long-
term vegetative cover.

FSA continues to make strides toward conserving and improving soil, water, and wildlife resources in 
Massachusetts. The Conservation Reserve Program is the USDA’s single largest, most effective environmental 
program. Conservation investments for Massachusetts in FY 2012 include: 

Conservation: $1,920,361 

$293,568 - Direct and Counter Cyclical Program 
(DCP) Direct payments provide income support to 
producers of eligible commodities based on production 
history (acreage and yields) and do not depend on 
the current production choices. Counter-cyclical 
payments are made when the effective price for eligible 
commodities is less than the target price. 
 
$1,070,893 - Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC)
provides compensation to dairy producers when do-
mestic milk prices fall below a specified level. 

$42,812 - Average Crop Revenue Election Program 
(ACRE) provides producers a revenue based payment as 
an alternative to commodity price based counter-cyclical 
payments.  

$1,085,608 - Price Support  - provides financial assis-
tance to producers when the commodity prices are low.  
This includes price support loans, LDPs, TAAs, and 
market loss assistance payments.
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Barnstable      $305,205.91 
Berkshire      $355,668.44 
Bristol       $310,616.40 
Dukes           $9,068.27 
Essex       $529,141.68 
Franklin   $1,767,095.38 
Hampden      $550,026.88 
Hampshire      $577,132.59 
Middlesex      $348,640.95 
Norfolk        $82,690.06 
Plymouth   $1,499,179.79 
Suffolk           $3,885.45 
Worcester      $424,790.88 

Massachusetts FSA Program Payments by County  
Does not include farm loans, commodity loans, or adjustments from 
previous programs

From drought to flood, freeze to tornadoes and hurricanes - no production agriculture operation is immune to 
the effects of natural disasters.  Massachusetts FSA was financially responsive to the state’s producers.

Disaster Assistance: $2,349,899

$1,244,974 - Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) provides payments to producers 
when farm revenue losses are due to natural disasters.

$920,787 - Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) - FSA’s NAP program provides 
financial assistance to producers of noninsurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented 
planting occurs due to natural disasters.

$168,082 - Emergency Livestock Assistance 
Program (ELAP) provides financial relief to livestock 
producers.  

 
 

$5,966,060 - Guaranteed Loans -  FSA guarantees 
loans made by conventional agricultural lenders for up to 
95 percent of any loss if the loan fails. In FY 2012, FSA 
in Massachusetts guaranteed 25 farm ownership and  
farm operating loans.  
$12,200,041 - Direct Loans - FSA  provides assistance   
to those unable to obtain guaranteed loans. 
In FY 2012, FSA in Massachusetts funded 168 farm 
ownership, operating, emergency and conservation 
loans.                    

$2,989,300 - Socially Disadvantaged Loans - In FY 
2012, 31 socially disadvantaged loans were made by 
FSA in Massachusetts.  

$6,216,800 - Beginning Farmer Loans - In FY 2012, 
84 beginning farmer loans were made in Massachusetts.  

FSA obligated $18,166,101 in direct and guaranteed operating loans, farm ownership loans, emergency loans, 
youth loans, socially disadvantaged loans, and loans to beginning farmers throughout Massachusetts.   

Farm Loans: $18,166,101
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“The U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applica-
ble, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political  beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 
9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish 
Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”  


