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Civic Engagement to Achieve Health Equity 
and Grow the Fair Health Movement
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The Food (and lack thereof)
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Many Baltimore residents live in communities 
with a lack of access to healthy foods and a 

saturation of places that sell unhealthy foods, 
which makes it hard to eat healthy
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The Liquor
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Many Baltimore residents live in 
communities that are saturated with places 

that sell alcohol and tobacco products
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Many Baltimore residents live in 
communities that with extremely high 
densities of vacant buildings and lots
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“…there is no necessary biological reason why there should be a difference in LEB of 20 years or more 
between social groups in any given country. Change the social determinants of health and there will 

be dramatic improvements in health equity.” 
Commission on Social Determinants of Health, WHO 2008

BCHD analysis of 2002-2006 Maryland Vital Statistics Profile data and 2000 US Census data

1/2 mile away from the 
#1 hospital/school of 
public health in the 

universe…?
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Review of all City Council Policies introduced in 2008, BCHD, OEP 2009

Health/Equity in All Policies???

About 85% of all policies with the potential 
to impact health were not reviewed for 

health concerns, including those related to 
land use decisions affecting the location and 
distribution of liquor stores and food choices
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All Policy, Baltimore City Council, 2008
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Baltimore Zoning Code Re-write:  
Transform Baltimore

Commission on Social Determinants of Health, “A Conceptual Framework for Action on the Social Determinants of Health,” WHO, 2007.
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Key Points (inside)

•Results of 2008 Policy review shared with Council 
President (now Mayor) and staff.  Input:

•City Council training/briefing
•Draft health/equity guidance document for staff
•Council Resolution or Informational Hearing
•Increase monitoring of policy
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Key Points (outside)

•Increased focus on underlying health determinants
•Requires focus on policies/systems
•HIA is marvelous, but…
•Too many policies/systems for HIA process

•Broad data sharing for sustained civic engagement
•Evidence that is informed by community
•Participatory public health practice
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