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DATE: April 07, 2009

POLICY NO. FD-087: Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR)

SUBJECT: Economic Recovery Payments to Recipients of Social Security,

Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Railroad Retirement Benefits,
and Veterans Disability Compensation or Pension Benefits

Section 2201 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
authorized a $250 one-time payment to recipients of Social Security, SSI, Railroad
Retirement Benefits, and Veterans Disability Compensation or Pension Benefits.
These payments are expected to be issued in May and June 2009.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2201, these payments shall not be counted
as income or as a resource in the month received and the following 9 months for the
purposes of determining eligibility for FDPIR. Therefore, any applicant or
participating household that receives the $250 payment would have the value of its
total countable resources reduced by $250 in the month received and the following 9
months.

For example, a two-person household receives the $250 payment in May 2009. The
$250 payment combined with the household’s other resources totals $3,158. The
household qualifies for the $3,000 resource limit because at least one of the household
members is 60 years or older. The $250 payment is excluded as income and as a
resource in May 2009 and for the 9-month period of June through February 2010.
Consequently, the household would remain resource eligible for FDPIR from May
2009 through February 2010, unless its total countable resources exceeded $3,250.
Beginning March 2010, the $250 resource exclusion would no longer be applicable, so
the household would not be resource eligible if its total countable resources exceeded
$3,000.
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