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The most commonly recognizable
feature of a covered bridge may be its
gabled roof and its weather protected
interior space, although what is most
significant about a covered bridge is its
truss. Extant covered bridges have a
variety of truss types that are the result
of several bridge designs patented by
American engineers in the nineteenth
century.

Successful documentation depends

on adequately illustrating the many
members that compose the truss.
Accurate and detailed drawings of
each member, connections, and overall
geometry are necessary to reveal the
engineer’s methods of transferring
load to the abutments. This poster
outlines the methods used by architects
at the Historic American Engineering
Record (HAER) to create archival
documentation that illustrates and
eX%licates the most significant aspects
of historic covered bridges. HAER
drawings also record the existing
conditions of the bridge and can

be used for preservation or general
maintenance purposes.
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The goal of our documentation, as
stated in the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Architectural and
Engineering Documentation 1s to
convey “the historic significance

of the building, site, structure

or object” to future and present
generations of “scholars, researchers,
preservationists, architects, engineers
and others interested in preserving and
understanding historic properties.”

[

http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/arch_
stnds_6.htm

The Historic American Engineering
Record (HAER) was established in
1969 by the National Park Service, the
American Society of Civil Engineers
and the Library of Congress to
document historic sites and structures
related to engineering and industry.

http://www.nps.gov/history/hdp/
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