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May 15, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P 0 Box 50221 .. ox

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir/ Madam
RE: TTB Noti ce Nunmber Four

What can the governnment be thinking with the proposed rul es change

concerning flavored nmalt beverages? This proposal will see the end of the

flavored malt beverage industry and market. Brewers, when faced with the

hi gh costs of conplying with the newrules, will in all I|ikelihood choose

not to continuing producing these products. Those few who produce the newy
classified products will be forced to absorb the costs through higher

prices. The attending increase in the excise tax will take that cost even

hi gher. OOO0O000D0O0O0000DO0O0OODOODOOOOODOOOOO0OODOOOO0OOODOOOO0OOODOO0O0OODODOOOOC

By the tine flavored nalt beverages reach ny store, the price will be so
hi gh, thanks to all the added costs, that my custonmers wll opt for |ess
expensive alternatives.. In the end, | |ose part of nmy custoner base and
the entire revenue streamthat flavored nmalt beverages represent. This is
no small or insignificant anount, either! [OJO0O0O0O000O000O0000O0000000O0O0OO0OOO

Thi s proposal woul d devastate small businesses |ike mne, not to nention

all the job losses that will take place in the brewi ng industry when they
dunp this product line conpletely. Nobody is a winner with this proposal.
The wise thing to do would be to reject it. Please do the wise thing. OO0
Regar ds,

Al fred Pace



