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Health Law Repeal: Members voted, 244-185, to
repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, most of which has been found constitutional by
the Supreme Court. Ayes vote was to send the Sen-
ate a Republican bill (HR 6079) to abolish a 2010
law scheduled to fully take effect in 2014.
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Congressional Health Plan: Members refused,
180-248, to oust members who voted for HR 6079
(above) from the taxpayer-subsidized health plan
for lawmakers, civil servants, federal retirees and
others. A yes vote was to discharge these mem-
bers from the federal plan on grounds they do not
deserve far better insurance coverage than most of
their constituents receive.

Fast-Track Mining Permits: Members passed, 256-
160, a bill to ease environmental rules and limit law-
suits in order to quicken agency reviews of applica-
tions to mine on federal land in the West. A yes vote
backed a bill (HR 4402) to spur extraction of critical
minerals as well as routine sand and gravel deposits.

Gold, Silver Royalties: Members defeated, 163-253,
abid by Democrats to require royalty payments for
thefirst time on gold, silver, uranium and other hard-
rock minerals mined on federal land. A yes vote was
tolevy royalties of 12.5 percent with proceeds used
to clean up toxic discharges from tens of thousands
of abandoned mines. (HR 4402)




