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e|Press Release

U.S. Secretary of Labor
Hilda L. Solis issued the
following statement on the
June 2009 Employment
Situation report released
today: "Today's news is a
reminder of the severity of
the economic problem that
this administration
inherited and continues to
illustrate the pressing needs|
of American working
families." She added that as
the administration's policies
take hold, there are signs
that the economy is gaining
strength, and consumer
confidence is rising, and the
housing and financial
markets are stabilizing. DOL
has released $1.7 billion in
incentive payments to
states that update their
unemployment insurance
eligibility requirements so
that more workers —
including recent entrants to

U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda L. Solis issued the following
statement on the June 2009 Employment Situation report
released today:

"Today's news is a reminder of the severity of the economic
problem that this administration inherited and continues to
illustrate the pressing needs of American working families.

"The president and | are keenly aware of the challenges
Americans are facing and their struggle is the single, most
important focus of this administration. We will not be
satisfied until we are seeing robust monthly job growth
delivering income gains to American families across the
economic spectrum.

"When this administration took office, the economy was
shedding jobs at a rate of 700,000 per month. This past June
our economy lost 467,000 jobs, bringing the total number of
jobs lost since this recession began to 6.5 million. The overall
unemployment rate increased to 9.5 percent.

"As the administration's policies take hold, there are signs
that the economy is gaining strength. Consumer confidence is

rising, and the housing and financial markets are stabilizing.

"Through our urgent efforts we are helping millions of Americ|
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