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2013 Observer Program Sampling Design 

• Council 2010 Action 

• Two classes of vessels  

1. CP and M 

• Pay-as-you-go 

• Complete coverage of trips 

2. CV 

• No cost (1.25% on landings funds future years) 

• Partial coverage of trips at rate based on available funds 



2013 Observer Program Sampling Design 

• Two CV partial coverage strata: 

1.  “Vessel-selection”: 0-57.5’ LOA 

• All trips in a quarter are observed for 

selected vessels 

• Vessels <40’ have no probability of being 

selected in 2013 

2.  “Trip-selection”: >57.5’ LOA 

• Each trip is logged into an Observer Declare 

and Deploy System (ODDS) and is given a 

probability of being selected for observer 

coverage 

 



How do we turn this into reality?  

Infrastructure needs to be built to facilitate: 

•  Dialog between fishers and NMFS regarding the 

suitability of their vessel to carry an observer in the 

vessel-selection stratum (IVERS) 

 

• Provide a way for the observer provider (and 

hence NMFS) to track observer logistics (IVERS) 

 

•The random assignment of observers into trips for 

the trip-selected stratum (ODDS) 
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2013 Observer Program 
Changes to support sustainable fisheries 
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