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Guyana

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000 in Guyana, approximately 28.7 percent of boys 5 to 14 years were estimated to be
working compared to 23.9 percent of girls in the same age group.1968 Children work as porters,
domestic servants, street vendors, and wait staff in bars and restaurants.1969 Some are found
working in sawmills, markets, mining, and the illicit drug trade.1970 Guyanese girls are reported
to be trafficked for sexual exploitation within Guyana and to neighboring countries.1971 There
are reports of child prostitution.1972
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Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor

Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2000: 26.3%1957

Minimum age for admission to work: 151958

Age to which education is compulsory: 151959

Free public education: Yes1960

Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 129%1961

Net primary enrollment rate in 2002: 93%1962

Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2000: 95.8%1963

As of 2001, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 64%1964

Ratified Convention 138: 4/15/19981965

Ratified Convention 182: 1/15/20011966

ILO-IPEC Member: Yes, associated1967
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years, with some exceptions.1973 Children
less than 15 years of age may be employed in technical schools provided such work is approved
and supervised by the public authority.1974 Children younger than 16 years are prohibited from
night work and employment in industrial undertakings.1975 There are penalties of fines for
employers and parents who are guilty of direct involvement with child labor.1976

All forms of trafficking are prohibited by law, and penalties include life imprisonment, forfeiture
of property, and payment of full restitution to the trafficked person.1977 Special provision is
made for the evidence of victims who are children, defined as persons under 18 years.1978

Although child pornography or prostitution is not specifically mentioned in Guyanese law, the
laws prohibit the selling, publishing, or exhibiting of any obscene matter1979 and the abduction of
a girl under 18 years for “unlawful carnal knowledge.”1980 Also, the law sets the age of sexual
consent at 16, thus prohibiting sex with children younger than 16, regardless of profession of
consent.1981 Forced labor, including by children, is prohibited by the constitution.1982 The law
sets the minimum age for voluntary enlistment in the armed forces at 18 years.1983

The Ministry of Labor, Human Services and Social Security has principal responsibility for
enforcing legislation relating to child labor. 1984 The Ministry of Labor has 20 labor officers who
have authority to enter all workplaces to conduct inspections, including inspections concerning
child labor.1985 Within the Ministry, an anti-trafficking in persons unit has been established to
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enforce anti-trafficking laws.1986 In the areas of worst forms of child labor, including trafficking,
the Ministry’s enforcement efforts are supported by the Guyanese police force.1987 In addition,
the Ministry of Education has responsibility for enforcing provisions of the Education Act
relating to the employment of children.1988 As such, the Ministry of Education’s attendance 
officers are authorized to enter any premise or place between 6 a.m. and 5 p.m. on any day
except Sunday and enquire whether any child resides or is employed there.1989 However, the
Ministry was unable to provide information regarding the number of violations of child labor
laws in 2006.1990

Although there are laws that restrict child labor, according to the U.S. Department of State, the
Ministry of Labor lacks sufficient inspectors to enforce child labor laws effectively, particularly
in the country’s interior.1991

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Guyanese Government continues to participate in a USDOL-funded USD 2 million project
implemented by an NGO (Partners of the Americas) to combat exploitive child labor through
education, which aims to withdraw 1,267 and prevent 1,777 children from exploitive labor.1992

The project aims to build the capacity of the Guyanese Government to combat child labor by
advocating for the establishment of a permanent coordinating institution within the government
to lead efforts to combat child labor, and the development of a National Strategy on Child
Labor.1993
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