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Chile

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor  

An estimated 3.5 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were counted as working in Chile in 2003.  
Approximately 4.4 percent of all boys 5 to 14 were working compared to 2.6 percent of girls in the same 
age group.  The majority of working children were found in the services sector (66.6 percent), followed by 
agriculture (24.7 percent), manufacturing (6.6 percent), and other sectors (2 percent).

1060
  The rate of child 

work is higher in rural than in urban areas, although the absolute number of working children is higher in 
urban areas.  Frequent activities undertaken by children in urban areas are working in supermarkets, 
waiting tables in restaurants, selling goods on the street, and caring for parked automobiles.  Children also 
work in fishing, and assist others in construction, industrial, and mining activities.

1061
  Child labor is one of 

many problems associated with poverty. In 2000, less than 2 percent of the population in Chile were 
living on less than USD 1 a day.

1062
   

 
Children are also victims of commercial sexual exploitation, in some cases as a result of internal 
trafficking.  In 2003, the Government of Chile estimated that there were approximately 3,700 children 
involved in some form of commercial sexual exploitation.

1063
  The commercial sexual exploitation of boys 

appears to be increasing.
1064

   
 
Education in Chile is free and compulsory for 12 years for all children and adolescents through the age of 
20 years.

1065
  In 2003, the gross primary enrollment rate was 98 percent and the net primary enrollment rate 

was 85 percent.
1066

  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally 
registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  In 2003, 
97.2 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were attending school.

1067
  However, attending school does not 

preclude children in Chile from working.  A 2003 child labor survey conducted by the National Statistics 
Institute in coordination with ILO-IPEC found that 78.9 percent of children performing “unacceptable 
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work” also attend school.
1068

  As of 2002, 99 percent of children who started primary school were likely to 
reach grade 5.

1069
   

 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Code sets the minimum age for employment at 15 years.
1070

  In order to work, children 15 and 16 
years of age must have completed obligatory schooling and must obtain permission from their parents or 
guardians.  Such children may only perform light work that will not affect their health or development.

1071
  

Children ages 16 to 18 years may work if they receive authorization from their parents or guardians and 
may not work in occupations that may be dangerous or require excessive force.  Children under age 18 are 
also not permitted to work more than 8 hours per day, at night between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. 
(excluding work in a family business), or in nightclubs or similar establishments in which alcohol is 
consumed.

1072
  All persons under the age of 21 are prohibited from working underground without 

undergoing a physical exam.
1073

  The minimum age for compulsory military service in Chile is 18.
1074

 
 
The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Chile.  The Chilean 
Constitution and the Labor Code prohibit forced labor.

1075
  The prostitution of children and corruption of 

minors are prohibited under the Penal Code, providing for substantial prison sentences and fines.
1076

  The 
Penal Code contains a prohibition against the sale, distribution, and exhibition of pornography and calls 
for fines and imprisonment for those convicted of such acts.

1077
  In 2004, Law No. 19.927 was established, 

which aims to combat child pornography, including on the Internet.
1078

  Although there is no single law 
that generally addresses trafficking in persons, the Penal Code does prohibit trafficking for prostitution 
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and imposes increased prison terms and fines if the victim is under the age of 18 years.
1079

  In addition, 
current laws governing sexual crimes, kidnapping, and criminal association could be used to prosecute 
traffickers.

1080
  Since 1999, the Government of Chile has submitted to the ILO a list or an equivalent 

document identifying the types of work that it has determined are harmful to the health, safety or morals 
of children under Convention 182 or Convention 138.

1081
 

 
The Ministry of Labor's Inspection Agency enforces child labor laws. The National Service for Minors 
within the Ministry of Justice investigates exploitative child labor related to pornography, the sale of 
drugs, and other related criminal activities.

1082
  The Investigations Police’s Sexual Crimes Brigade 

investigates complaints involving the commercial sexual exploitation of children, internet pornography 
and the trafficking of persons for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation.

1083
  The government has 

launched investigations against some traffickers but lacks a nationally coordinated enforcement strategy, 
which impedes country efforts to gather data on trafficking-related cases.

1084
   

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

As part of its 2001 to 2010 National Policy on Childhood, the 
Government of Chile has adopted a national child labor 
action plan that focuses on awareness-raising, data collection, 
promotion of legislative reform in compliance with ILO 
conventions, development of targeted intervention 
programs, and ongoing monitoring and evaluation.

1085
  The 

national action plan was developed by the National 
Advisory Committee for the Prevention and Progressive 
Eradication of Child and Adolescent Labor.  This committee 
is composed of representatives from the government, civil 
society, workers and employers organizations and is coordinated by the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Welfare.

1086
  In addition, the Government of Chile, along with ILO-IPEC and MERCOSUR

1087
 governments, 
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 
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ILO-IPEC Associated Member                

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  
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Exploitation) 
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is implementing the 2002-2005 regional plan to combat child labor.  This regional effort is funded by the 
Government of Spain.

1088
 

 
The Government of Chile also collaborates with ILO-IPEC on projects to address the worst forms of child 
labor.  In 2004, with technical assistance from ILO-IPEC, the National Institute of Statistics released the 
results of a child labor survey

1089
 and the National Institute for Minors (SENAME) published the results of 

a study on the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.
1090

  Also in 2004, the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Welfare, the National Statistics Institute and SENAME, in collaboration with ILO-IPEC, 
published a qualitative study on the worst forms of child labor in Chile.

1091
  In September 2004, USDOL 

funded a USD 5.5 million ILO-IPEC regional project to continue to combat the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children in Chile and in other countries in the region.

1092
   

 
The government has increased funding for programs targeting at-risk children, adolescents and 
families.

1093
  SENAME oversees ten projects to benefit street children and adolescents, providing them with 

services including drug treatment and prevention, school reinsertion and skills building.
1094

  Government 
agencies including SENAME, the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare and the Police have developed a 
list of the worst forms of child labor.

1095
  Based on this list, SENAME developed and maintains a register of 

documented worst forms of child labor cases with input from the Chilean police forces and the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Welfare.

1096
  

 
Efforts to combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children are coordinated under the country’s 
action plan to combat child labor.

1097
  SENAME is expanding its provision of services to children and 

adolescents engaged in commercial sexual exploitation to four new regions.
1098

  The Investigations Police’s  
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Sexual Crimes Brigade educates the public on topics related to sexuality, including the sexual exploitation 
of children.

1099
 

 
The government operates various programs to encourage school attendance.  The Chile in Solidarity 
program provides families in extreme poverty with psychosocial services, various subsidies, (including 
for children under the age of 18 years), and access to social services such as health and education.

1100
  In 

addition, the Ministry of Education implements the Full School Day Reform program.  The program, 
adopted in 1996, extends the school day by four hours and provides a new curriculum framework, 
incentives for teacher professionalism, and a network to model and disseminate innovative teaching, 
learning, and managerial practices at the secondary level.

1101
   

 
The Ministry of Education currently implements four programs that promote improved learning in urban 
and rural areas of high vulnerability.

1102
  In order to encourage students to stay in school for a full 12 years 

as now required under Chilean law, the government recently instituted the “Pro-retention Specialized 
Subsidy” for schools that serve low income populations.  Through this program, the government provides 
additional resources to target schools, enabling them to provide extra support to at-risk students so that 
they can complete the obligatory 12 years of schooling.

1103
  At the same time, the government has instituted 

a scholarship program under the “Degree Program for All,” in order to encourage students with very 
limited resources to finish secondary school.

1104
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