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elican Island, a small
three-acre island on Florida’s
east central coast, holds a
unique place in America’s
history. In
1903,
Pelican

Island

became
the nation’s first national
wildlife refuge. From this
small beginning has grown a
national wildlife refuge
system of over 500 refuges
encompassing over 92

million acres.
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Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge
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c¢/o Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge

P.O. Box 6504
Titusville, Florida 32780
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Pelican
Island
National
Wildlife




Wildlife

After years of decimation at the hands of plume
hunters and the ravishing effects of DDT, the birds
have begun to make a comeback. The diversity of bird
species as seen in 1859 can be seen again. However, the
total number of birds that once were counted in the
thousands, are now
counted in the
hundreds. One
explanation is that
the island has
dimished in size
due to erosion.
Another reason
may be that the
once ground-
nesting pelicans
compete with other
birds for the

limited space in

mangroves.

At least a dozen
different species of
colonial nesting
birds use Pelican
Island. Those
include the Brown
Pelican, Great
Egret. Snowy
Egret. Reddish
Egret. Cattle Egret.
Great Blue Heron,
Little Blue Heron,
Tricolored Heron,
Green-backed
Heron, Black-
crowned Night
Heron, Double-
crested Cormorant,
White Ibis and Wood Stork. The Wood Stork and White
Ibis first started to appear in the 1960’s as a result of

losing habitat in the Everglades.

Other species that nest within the refuge include the

“To waste, to destroy, our
natural resources...will result
In undermining in the days of
our children the very
prosperity which we ought by
right to hand down to them.”

American
Opyster-
catcher,
the
Anhinga.
and the
Osprey.
The
Roseate
Spoonbill
visits the island during the summer. along with Magnificent
Frigatebird. and Least Tern. Winter visitors include White
Pelican. migrating Double-crested Cormorants. a variety of

waterfowl, gulls, terns, and shorebirds.

Pelican Island is also home to about a dozen different
federally listed species including the endangered Wood
Stork, West Indian Manatee, Green Sea Turtle, Hawksbill
Sea Turtle, and the Short-nosed Sturgeon. Threatened
species include the Bald Eagle. Roseate Tern. Piping Plover.
Loggerhead Sea Turtle, Atlantic Salt Marsh Snake and
Eastern Indigo Snake.

The waters of Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge
contain important seagrass and mangrove habitat for over
600 species of fish. a significant population of immature sea
turtles. and playful marine mammals like the manatees and
bottlenose dolphins. Year-round slow speed zones within 600
feet of the shoreline, including Spratt Creek. protect the

manatees in these important foraging areas.

Location

Pelican Island is

located in the Indian

River Lagoon between g’
Sebastian, the official .§
“home of Pelican §
Island™ and Wabasso. ¥
Situated in northern
Indian River County, ROSELAND
Sebastian and

Wabasso are accessible

from I-95 via State

Road 512. State Road

510 provides a direct

link between 512 and

Wabasso.

For more information,
contact:

Refuge Manager
Merritt Island National

Wildlife Refuge A
P.O. Box 6504

Titusville, FL. 32780

407/861-0667

Jungle Trail

Brevard County

Indian River County

mn1mn 11 Current boundary

Public Boat Ramps

Recreation

Pelican Island offers good sportfishing opportunities as
well as clamming and oystering. Popular fish among
anglers include Snook. Spotted Sea Trout. Redfish,
Tarpon, Black Mullet and Mangrove Snapper. The
waters of the refuge are Class 1l designated. the only
waters in
Indian River
County clean
enough for
harvesting and
consuming

shellfish.

Other wild-

life-oriented

recreational
opportunities
include
wildlife
observation
and photogra-
phy.

Nonwildlife-

oriented

recreation
includes boating. which is permitted throughout the
refuge. Boating near Pelican Island. however, is
restricted to outside the posted closed area surrounding
the island. Please use caution when
boating over shallow grass beds and

near bird rookeries.

Picnicking and overnight camping is
permitted on the Spoil Islands 1R4.
IR5. and IR6. opposite the Sebastian
Yacht Club and Main Street boat
ramps. Please remove all trash after
visiting the refuge. Plastic bags and
fishing lines can be especially

hazardous to fish and wildlife.

To report marine turtle or marine
mammal strandings, call 1-800-
DIAL-FMP.

Sebastian Inlet
State Recreation

Pelican
Island
National
Wildlife
Refuge

A

Archie Carr
National
Wildlife
Refuge
(Segment 4)

WABASSO

Environmental
Learning Center



