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LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION
45 CFR Part 1812

Restrictions on Cartain Activities

AGENCY: Legal Services Corporation. -
ACTION: Final rule. '

SUMMARY: Section 1007(a}{5)}{A) of the
Leyal Services Corporation Act, 42
U.S.C. 2996f, requires the Corporation to
ensure that funds awarded 10 recipients
are not used for legislative advocacy
except as part of the representation of
an eligible client, at the request of a
legislative bady, or in connection with a
meesure which directly affects the
activities under the provisions of the Act
aof the recipient or the Corporation. On
july 28, 1878, the Corporation
promulgated Part 1812, § 18124, in order
to implement the limitations of the Act.
After some experience with these
provisions. it has become necessary to
impose new requirements in order to
ensure that day-to-day observance of
these limitations by recipients..

DATES: Effective April 13, 1981,

Aobness: Legal Services Corporation,
733 15th Street NW,, Suite 700, -
Washington, D.C. 20006,
FON FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Linda Hanten, 202-272-4010,
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
December 31, 1880 (46 FR 88511) thase
" requiremnents were published for
comment in the Faderal Register. All
comments received supporied their
adoption. The Board of Directors of the
Legal Services Corporation authorized
the publication of these requirements as
final at their March 8, 1981 meeting.
These requiremeants are part of an
overal] efforl to ensure that all recipient
legislative advocacy is conducted in
compliance with the congressionaily
imposed restrictions. In addition to
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promuiga Ung these regulatory changes.
the Corporation {s focusing on .
monitoring snd treining to ensure that
recipients ere aware of and understand
congressional limitations on legislative
advocacy. Further, a formal complaint
procedure Is being lnl!inted so thal
complaints of impermissible leglslative
advocacy will be resolved in a
consistent and timely mannar.
~ The first addition to Part 1812,
§ 1812.4{b), will require reciplents to
implement a system under which
appropriate documentation will be
secured before any legistative advocacy
is undertaken by an employee. if
legislative advocacy Is to be undertaken
on behalf of an eligible client, the
recipient will secure an agreement in
writing or other appropriate .
documentation specifically authorizing
such representation. Similarly, if the
recipient has been requested by a
member or a committee of the
legislature to engage in legislative
advocacy, the request mustbe
appropriately documented. Finally, if
legislativa advocacy is undertaken
because of possible lagislation dlmctm
affecting the activities of a udp!wt.
axecutive or program director will
suthorize the initlation of such advocacy
in writing. Recipfents will further be
_required to notify their staff of this
system of prior authorization for
legislative Iqu and to insure lbntlt
fs complied with.

A-second addition to Part 1612.4,
§1812.4{c] will prohibit programa from
establishing Iegillnﬁve offices until the
recipient’s board of directors, primarily
composed of sttorneys, approves such
an action conslstent with the programs’

_ priorities. the ettorneys’ professional
responsibility and as an economical and
efficient approach to meeting clients’
needs for legislative tation,

Finally, becauss of the amendments, it
will be necessary to redesignate current
§ 1612.4(b) as § 1612.4{d).

Bection 1812.4 i3 amended by :
redesignating parugraph (b) as (d} and
adding new parsgraphs (b) and (¢} to
read as follows: .

§ 16124 .wmw _
representation. :

* - - - -

{b) Recipients shall adopt lpproprhte

and forms to document thet

the legislative activities in which thay
engage {all within the activities - -
pumlllcd in § 1612.4(a).

(c) Reciplents may not establish lnll
tima tive offices uniess the
decision to establish such an office ls

of the recipient coasietent with the
mdbﬁmlmwﬁdhl

the leglslative activities of these offices
are solely activities permitted under

I 161&1(-)

Marlc l-o\'il.

General Counsel, Legal Services Corporation.
{FR Doc. #1-7687 Fied 5-11-81: 844 an]
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