Oil Spills Clean up Activity

Directions: Your group is to complete the assigned oil spill simulation exercise from the
NOAA Spill Tools software loaded on your computer. When you have conducted your
test, you need to turn in the final printout with the rest of your assignment.

Each group will be testing a different simulation, we will then compare the different
methods to clean up oil as a class. Based on our class discussion and your group’s
iniormation, your group needs to turn in the following:

e Your printout from the oilspill simulation

e Answers to the questions from your assigned simulation

e A summary of what you think would be the best response for an oil spill. You
should make up a mythical oil spill, describe the parameters of the oil spill, and
which method would be best to clean up the oil spill.

This will be due on Monday.
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Oil Spill Solution

After reviewing the data we have concluded that the dispersant method is the best

solution because it is the most efficient, the fastest and is best for the environment. It is the
quickest because according to the data it only takes 4.2 hours as apposed to burning which takes
25 hours to burn the entire slick and the mechanical equipment but, it only picks up 1.5 % in the
allotted time. The dispersant method is better for the environment because it is safe and easy.
Burning the oil emits toxic gas into the air which pollutes the environment and other marine
habitats. The mechanical equipment is more complicated and therefore disturbs the environment
and creates problems. With the mechanical method we see with that with the time available it is
only able the recover a small amount of the spilled oil. This shows it is not worth the time and
money utilize this method. The burning method has the possibility of being successful however, it
is too dependent upon environmental conditions such as the weather. In conclusion, the

dispersant method is most effective way to properly expel harmful oil while accommodating the

well being of the environment. W
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