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Septic System Use

This fact sheet presents data on soil-based septic systems collected by the U.S. Census Bureau for
the 2007 American Housing Survey, based on a sampling of 55,000 housing units.

B In 2007, an estimated

20 percent (26.1 million) of
total U.S. housing units were
served by septic systems. This is
an increase of 1.54 million septic
systems since 1985.

B 1In 2007, 22 percent (1.6
million) of all housing units less
than 4 years old used septic sys-
tems.

Demographics

Total housing units served by
septic and centralized/
clustered systems

centralized/clustered
systems** (80%)

Total housing units served
by septic systems

| | | |
22 23 24 25 26 27
total housing units (millions)

B In 2007, 50 percent (13.1
million) of total housing units
with septic systems in the United
States were in rural areas, 47
percent (12.3 million) were in
suburbs, while 3 percent
(774,000) were found in central
cities.

B 1n 2007, 46 percent (10.1
million) of occupied housing units
with septic systems were located
in the southern region of the
United States, followed by the
midwest with 22 percent (4.8
million), the northeast region
with 19 percent (4.2 million),

Total housing units served by
septic systems, by rural/
urban/suburban classification

central cities
3%)

Suburb

(47%)

Occupied housing units served
by septic systems, by U.S.
Region***

Northeast
(19%)

West

(13%)

South (46%)

*Total housing units served by a soil-based septic system for 5 or fewer units.

**Total housing units connected to a city, county, sanitary district, neighborhood, or
subdivision sewer system serving 6 or more units (includes centralized and clustered
onsite systems). ***Based on occupied housing units served by a soil-based septic
systems (total housing units not available by region). Source: U. S. Census Bureau -
American Housing Surveys for the United States, 1985 through 2007, Tables 1A-4, 1B-
4, 1C-4, 1D-4, and 2.4.

and the west with 13 percent (2.9
million).

The American Housing Survey is conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and Household Economic Statistics Divi-
sion every two years to determine up-to-date housing statistics. Field data cover an average of 55,000 housing units. A
sample of housing units in all survey areas was selected from the decennial census. The survey goes back to the same
housing units on a regular basis, recording changes in characteristics, adding and deleting units when applicable. This
cross-sectioning of the housing inventory gives a picture of houses and households as they change over long periods of
time. Since these estimates are based on samples, they may differ from the results that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken under the same interviewing conditions.

Web site - www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/ahs/ahs.html

US EPA Decentralized Wastewater Program - For more information visit www.epa.gov/owm/onsite

EPA# 832-F-08-057 Oct. 2008



www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/ahs/ahs.html
www.epa.gov/owm/onsite


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


