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Access to Archival Databases (AAD)

www.archives.gov/aad
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About the Archival Research Catalog 
(ARC)

• The Archival Research Catalog  or 
ARC is the online catalog of NARA's 
nationwide holdings in the 
Washington, DC area, Regional 
Archives and Presidential Libraries. 

• ARC is a work in progress. Currently 
over 68% of our records are 
described in ARC.  More descriptions 
are added regularly.

• ARC allows you to search for records 
in all NARA facilities across the 
country.

• ARC contains descriptions of NARA 
records and approximately 155,000 
digitized copies of records.

• ARC is a catalog.  It is not a 
database of records like AAD or 
Ancestry.com.

Illustrated family record (Fraktur) found in Revolutionary War 
Pension and Bounty-Land-Warrant Application File W26223, 
for David Lockwood, Connecticut., ca. 1800 - ca. 1900 (ARC 
Identifier 300182 ).

Presenter
Presentation Notes


It is currently a work in progress with NARA staff nationwide preparing descriptions of our records a regular basis.  





ARC Basic Search Screen

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screen shot of the basic search page.  You can enter keywords in the search box to search over 4 million descriptions of records in the National Archives.  



Advanced Search Features


 

Keyword Options:



 

All of the words



 

Exact phrase



 

At least one of the words



 

Without the words



 

Title only



 

Description Identifier Search



 

Type of Archival Materials



 

Location of Archival Materials



 

Level of Description



 

Date Options



 

Date range



 

Descriptions created or 
updated since

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screen shot of the advanced search page.  This page allows you to refine a search, to search by identifiers associated with records, to search by type of materials (such as textual, moving images, or maps), to search just records from one NARA office, or to search by level of description.



Case Study of Joseph Giles Pase

Enter keywords: Joseph G. Pase









Letter from Joseph G. Pase Detailing His Experience as a 
Prisoner of War during World War II



Clearance Form for Joseph G. Price



Order to Buy Beer for Ito House



Joseph Pase’s Office Military 
Personnel File for the Marine Corps

U.S. Marine Corps



Searching in ARC for Other Records



Searching in ARC for Other Records



Muster Roll for Joseph G. Pase, 
June 20, 1938 in Shanghai, China



Searching in ARC for Other Records



Records of World War II 
Prisoners of War



Linking from 
ARC - 

AAD Series 
Description 

Page: 
Records of 

World War II 
Prisoners of 

War



AAD Fielded Search Page: 
WWII Prisoners of War



AAD Display Partial Records Page: 
WWII Prisoners of War



AAD 
Display Full 

Records 
Page: 

World War II 
Prisoners of 

War



AAD Main Page



AAD Free-Text Search Results Page



AAD Display Partial Records Page: 
WWII Army Enlistment Records



AAD Display Full Records Page 1: 
WWII Army Enlistment Records



AAD Display Full Records Page 2: 
WWII Army Enlistment Records



AAD Display Full Records Page: 
Accessing FAQs & Series Description



AAD Free-Text Search Results Page



Questions Raised in the Records

• Why did Joseph switch from the Marine 
Corps to the Army?

• What was Joseph’s military service after 
World War II?

• Where are the other records Joseph refers 
to in the letter detailing his experiences as 
a prisoner of war?



Case Study of Herman Timm



AAD Main Page



AAD List of Passenger Lists Series Page



AAD Fielded Search Page: 
Germans to America Passenger Data File



AAD 
Advanced 

Search 
Page: 

Germans 
to 

America 
Passenger 
Data File



AAD 
Display 
Partial 

Records 
Page: 

Germans 
to America 
Passenger 
Data File



AAD 
Display 

Full 
Records 

Page: 
Germans 

to America 
Passenger 
Data File



AAD List of Passenger Lists Series Page: 
Selecting Manifest Header Data File



AAD Fielded Search Page: 
Manifest Header Data File



AAD Display Partial Records Page: 
Manifest Header Data File



AAD Display Full Records Page: 
Manifest Header Data File



AAD Detailed Field Information Window: 
Manifest Identification Number Field 



AAD 
Display 
Partial 

Records 
Page: 

Germans 
to America 
Passenger 
Data File



AAD 
Display 

Full 
Records 

Page: 
Hermann 
Timm’s 
Record



AAD 
Display 

Full 
Records 

Page: 
Clara 

Timm’s 
Record



AAD Display Full Records Page: 
Record for Manifest ID 42834





Herman Timm’s Land Records



Land Record for Herman and Clara Timm



Naturalization Certificate of 
Herman Timm



1910 Census for Herman Timm



World War I Draft Registration Cards



World War I Draft Registration Card 
for Herman Timm Jr.



Additional World War I Draft Records 
from Washington State



1900 Census for Henry Timm



Passport Applications



Passport 
Application 
of Henry 

Timm



Questions Raised in the Records

• Why did Herman go to Wyoming when his 
brother was already settled in Missouri?

• How did he meet Clara?  Did he return in 
1893 to just marry Clara?

• Why did Herman eventually move to 
Washington State?

• Where are Henry’s passenger lists?
• Where are Henry’s naturalization records?
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Want to Know More?

• AAD on the Web:
• http://www.archives.gov/aad

• ARC on the Web:
• http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/

http://www.archives.gov/aad
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/
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