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KOREAN AIRLINER SPEECH SP799

MY FELLOW AMERICANS, I AM COMING BEFORE YOU
TONIGHT ABOUT THE KOREAN AIRLINE MASSACRE -- THE ATTACK
BY THE SOVIET UNION AGAINST 269 INNOCENT MEN, WOMEN AND
CHILDREN ABOARD AN UNARMED KOREAN PASSENGER PLANE,

THIS CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN,
HERE OR THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, _

OUR PRAYERS TONIGHT ARE WITH THE VICTIMS AND THEIR
FAMILIES IN THEIR TIME OF TERRIBLE GRIEF. OUR HEARTS
GO OUT TO THEM -- TO BRAVE PEOPLE LIKE KATHRYN
MCDONALD, THE WIFE OF A CONGRESSMAN, WHOSE COMPOSURE
AND ELOQUENCE ON THE DAY OF HER HUSBAND‘S DEATH MOVED
US ALL. HE WILL BE SORELY MISSED BY ALL OF US HERE IN
GOVERNMENT,

THE PARENTS OF ONE SLAIN COUPLE WIRED ME: "QUR
DAUGHTER . , , AND HER HUSBAND . . . DIED ON KORFAN
AIRLINE FLIGHT 007. THEIR DEATHS WERE THE RESULT OF
THE SOVIET UNION VIOLATING EVERY CONCEPT OF HUMAN
RIGHTS.” THE EMOTIONS OF THESE PARENTS -- GRIEF,
SHOCK, ANGER -- ARE SHARED BY CIVILIZED PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE. FROM AROUND THE WORLD PRESS ACCOUNTS
REFLECT AN EXPLOSION OF CONDEMNATION BY PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE,
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LET ME STATE AS PLAINLY AS I CAN: THERE WAS
ABSOLUTELY NO JUSTIFICATION, EITHER LEGAL OR MORAL, FOR
WRAT THE SOVIETS DID, ONE NEWSPAPER IN INDIA SAID, "IF
EVERY PASSENGER PLANE . , , IS FAIR GAME FOR HOME
AIR FORCES , ., . IT WILL BE THE END TO CIVIL AVIATION
AS WE KNOW IT.*®
| THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THE SOVIET UNION HAS
SHOT AT AND HIT A CIVILIAN AIRLINER WHEN IT OVERFLEW
ITS TERRITORY, IN ANOTHER TRAGIC INCIDENT IN 1978, THE
SOVIETS ALSO SHOT DOWN AN UNARMED CIVILIAN AIRLINER
AFTER HAVING POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED IT AS SUCH, IN THAT
INSTANCE THE SOVIET INTERCEPTOR PILOT CLEARLY
IDENTIFIED THE CIVILIAN MARKINGS ON THE SIDE OF THE
AIRCRAFT, REPEATEDLY QUESTIONED THE ORDER TO FIRE ON A
CIVILIAN AIRLINER, AND WAS ORDERED TO SHOOT IT DOWN
ANYWAY, THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT WITH A MISSILE AND MADE A
CRASH LANDING. SEVERAL INNOCENT PEOPLE LOST THEIR
LIVES IN THIS ATTACK -- KILLED BY SHRAPNEL FROM THE
BLAST OF A SOVIET MISSILE,

IS THIS A PRACTICE OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE
WORLD? THE ANSWER IS NO. COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT FROM THE
SOVIET UNION AND CUBA ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS HAVE
OVERFLOWN SENSITIVE U,S. MILITARY FACILITIES. THEY
WEREN'T SHOT DOWN, WE AND OTHER CIVILIZED COUNTRIES
BELIEVE IN THE TRADITION OF OFFERING HELP TO MARINERS
AND PILOTS WHO ARE LOST OR IN DISTRESS, ON THE SEA OR
IN THE AIR., WE BELIEVE IN FOLLOWING PROCEDURES TO
PREVENT A TRAGEDY, NOT TO PROVOKE ONE,
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BUT DESPITE THE SAVAGERY OF THEIR CRIME, THE
UNIVERSAL REACTION AGAINST IT, AND THE EVIDENCE OF
THEIR COMPLICITY, THE SOVIETS STILL REFUSE TO TELL THE
TRUTH.  THEY HAVE PERSISTENTLY REFUSED TO ADMIT THAT
THEIR PILOT FIRED ON THE KOREAN AIRCRAFT. INDEED, THEY
HAVE NOT EVEN TOLD THEIR OWN PEOPLE THAT A PLANE WAS
SHOT DOWN,

THEY HAVE SPUN A CONFUSED TALE OF TRACKING THE
PLANE BY RADAR UNTIL IT JUST MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED
FROM THEIR RADAR SCREENS; THAT NO ONE FIRED A SHOT OF
ANY KIND. BUT, THEN, THEY COUPLED THIS WITH CHARGES
THAT IT WAS A SPY PLANE SENT BY US AND THAT THEIR
PLANES FIRED TRACER BULLETS PAST THE PLANE AS A WARNING
THAT IT WAS IN SOVIET AIRSPACE.

LET ME RECAP FOR A MOMENT AND PRESENT THE
INCONTROVERTIBLE EVIDENCE WE HAVE, THE KOREAN
AIRLINER, A BOEING 747, LEFT ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, BOUND
FOR SEOUL, KOREA, ON A COURSE SOUTH AND WEST WHICH
WOULD TAKE IT ACROSS JAPAN, OUT OVER THE PACIFIC, IN
INTERNATIONAL WATERS, IT WAS FOR A BRIEF TIME IN THE
VICINITY OF ONE OF OUR RECONNAISSANCE PLANES, AN
RC-135, ON A ROUTINE MISSION, AT NO TIME WAS THE
RC-135 IN SOVIET AIRSPACE. THE KOREAN AIRLINER FLEW ON
AND THE TWO PLANES WERE SOON WIDELY SEPARATED,
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THE 747 1S EQUIPPED WITH THE MOST MODERN
COMPUTERIZED NAVIGATION FACILITIES, BUT A COMPUTER MUST
RESPOND TO INPUT PROVIDED BY HUMAN HANDS., NO ONE WILL
EVER KNOW WHETHER A MISTAKE WAS MADE IN GIVING THE
COMPUTER THE COURSE OR WHETHER THERE WAS A MALFUNCTION,
WHICHEVER, THE 747 WAS FLYING A COURSE FURTHER TO THE
WEST THAN IT WAS SUPPOSED TO FLY -- A COURSE WHICH TOOK
IT INTO SOVIET AIRSPACE,

THE SOVIETS TRACKED THIS PLANE FOR 2% HOURS WHILE
IT FLEW A STRAIGHT LINE COURSE AT 30 - 35,000 FEET,
ONLY CIVILIAN AIRLINERS FLY IN SUCH A MANNER, AT ONE
POINT, THE KOREAN PILOT GAVE JAPANESE AIR CONTROL HIS
POSITibN AS EAST OF HOKKAIDO, JAPAN, SHOWING THAT HE
WAS UNAWARE THEY WERE OFF COURSE BY AS MUCH AS OR MORE
THAN 100 MILES.

THE SOVIETS SCRAMBLED JET INTERCEPTORS FROM A BASE
IN SAKHALIN ISLAND,

JAPANESE GROUND SITES RECORDED THE INTERCEPTOR
PLANE’S RADIO TRANSMISSIONS -- THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH
EACH OTHER AND WITH THEIR OWN GROUND CONTROL, WE ONLY
HAVE THE VOICES FROM THE PILOTS; THE SOVIET GROUND TO
AIR TRANSMISSIONS WERE NOT RECORDED, IT IS PLAIN,
HOWEVER, FROM THE PILOT’S WORDS THAT HE IS RESPONDING
T0 ORDERS AND QUERIES FROM HIS OWN GROUND CONTROL,

HERE IS A BRIEF SEGMENT OF THE TAPE WHICH WE ARE
GOING TO PLAY IN ITS ENTIRETY FOR THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL TOMORROW.

[PLAY 30 SECONDS OF TAPE]
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THOSE WERE THE VOICES OF THE SOVIET PILOTS, IN
THIS TAPE, THE PILOT WHO FIRED THE MISSILE DESCRIBES
HIS SEARCH FOR WHAT HE CALLS THE TARGET. HE REPORTS HE
HAS IT IN SIGHT, INDEED HE PULLS UP TO WITHIN ABOUT A
MILE OF THE KOREAN PLANE, MENTIONS ITS FLASHING STROBE
LIGHT AND THAT ITS NAVIGATION LIGHTS ARE ON, HE THEN
REPORTS HE IS REDUCING SPEED TO GET BEHIND THE
AIRLINER, GIVES HIS DISTANCE FROM THE PLANE AT VARIOUS
POINTS IN THIS MANEUVER, AND FINALLY ANNOUNCES WHAT CAN
ONLY BE CALLED THE KOREAN AIRLINE MASSACRE. HE SAYS HE
HAS LOCKED ON THE RADAR, WHICH AIMS HIS MISSILES, HAS
LAUNCHED THOSE MISSILES, THE TARGET HAS BEEN DESTROYED,
AND HE IS BREAKING OFF THE ATTACK.

LET ME POINT OUT SOMETHING HERE HAVING TO DO WITH
HIS CLOSE UP VIEW OF THE AIRLINER ON WHAT WE KNOW WAS A
CLEAR NIGHT WITH A HALF MOON, THE 747 HAS A UNIQUE AND
DISTINCTIVE SILHOUETTE UNLIKE ANY OTHER PLANE IN THE
WORLD, THERE IS NO WAY A PILOT COULD MISTAKE THIS FOR
ANYTHING OTHER THAN A CIVILIAN AIRLINER, AND IF THAT
ISN'T ENOUGH, LET ME POINT OUT OUR RC-135 I MENTIONED
EARLIER HAD BEEN BACK AT ITS BASE IN ALASKA, ON THE
GROUND, FOR AN HOUR WHEN THE MURDEROUS ATTACK TOOK
PLACE OVER THE SEA OF JAPAN,
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AND MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT, THIS ATTACK WAS NOT
JUST AGAINST OURSELVES OR THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THIS
WAS THE SOVIET UNION AGAINST THE WORLD AND THE MORAL
PRECEPTS WHICH GUIDE HUMAN RELATIONS AMONG PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE., 1T WAS AN ACT OF BARBARISM, BORN OF &
SOCIETY WHICH WANTONLY DISREGARDS INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND
THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE AND SEEKS CONSTANTLY TO EXPAND
TO DOMINATE OTHER NATIONS.

THEY DENY THE DEED, BUT IN THEIR CONFLICTING AND
MISLEADING PROTESTATIONS, THE SOVIETS REVEAL THAT, YES,
SHOOTING DOWN A PLANE -- EVEN ONE WITH HUNDREDS OF
INNOCENT MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN AND BABIES - IS A PART
OF THEIR NORMAL PROCEDURE IF THAT PLANE IS IN WHAT THEY
CLAIM IS THEIR AIRSPACE,

THEY OWE THE WORLD AN APOLOGY AND AN OFFER TO JOIN
THE REST OF THE WORLD IN WORKING OUT A SYSTEM 70
PROTECT AGAINST THIS EVER HAPPENING AGAIN, AMONG THE
REST OF US THERE IS ONE PROTECTIVE MEASURE: AN
INTERNATIONAL RADIO WAVE LENGTH ON WEICH PILOTS CAN
COMMUNICATE WITH PLANES OF OTHER NATIONS IF THEY ARE IN
TROUBLE OR LOST, SOVIET MILITARY PLANES ARE NOT S0
EQUIPPED BECAUSE THAT WOULD MAKE IT EASIER FOR PILOTS
WHO MIGHT WANT TO DEFECT.
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OUR REQUEST TO SEND VESSELS INTO SOVIET WATERS TO
SEARCH FOR WRECKAGE AND BODIES HAS RECEIVED NO
SATISFACTORY OFFER., BEREAVED FAMILIES OF THE JAPANESE
VICTIMS WERE HARASSED BY SOVIET PATROL BOATS WHEN THEY
TRIED TO GET NEAR WHERE THE PLANE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE
GONE DOWN IN ORDER TO HOLD A CEREMONY FOR THEIR DEAD,
BUT WE SHOULDN'T BE SURPRISED BY SUCH INHUMAN
BRUTALITY, MEMORIES CAME BACK OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA,
HUNGARY, POLAND, THE GASSING OF VILLAGES IN
AFGHANISTAN., IF THE MASSACRE AND THEIR SUBSEQUENT
CONDUCT IS INTENDED TO INTIMIDATE, THEY HAVE FAILED IN
THEIR PURPOSE. FROM EVERY CORNER OF THE GLOBE THE WORD
IS DEFIANCE IN THE FACE OF THIS UNSPEAKABLE ACT AND
DEFIANCE OF THE SYSTEM WHICH EXCUSES IT AND TRIES TO
COVER IT UP., WITH OUR HORROR AND OUR SORROW, THERE IS
A RIGHTEQUS AND TERRIBLE ANGER. IT WOULD BE EASY TO
THINK IN TERMS OF VENGEANCE, BUT THAT IS NOT A PROPER
ANSWER. WE WANT JUSTICE AND ACTION TO SEE THAT THIS
NEVER HAPPENS AGAIN.

OUR IMMEDIATE CHALLENGE TO THIS ATROCITY IS TO
ENSURE THAT WE MAKE THE SKIES SAFER AND THAT WE SEEK
JUST COMPENSATION FOR THE FAMILIES OF THOSE WHO WERE
KILLED,

SINCE MY RETURN TO WASHINGTON, WE HAVE HELD LONG
MEETINGS, THE MOST RECENT YESTERDAY WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP. THERE WAS A FEFLING OF UNITY
IN THE ROOM AND I RECEIVED A NUMBER OF CONSTRUCTIVE
SUGGESTIONS., WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THE
CONGRESS REGARDING OUR RESPONSE TO THE MASSACRE,
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AS YOU KNOW, WE IMMEDIATELY MADE KNOWN TO THE
WORLD THE SHOCKING FACTS AS HONESTLY AND COMPLETELY AS
THEY CAME TO US.

WE HAVE NOTIFIED THE SOVIETS THAT WE WILL NOT
RENEW OUR BILATERAL AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION IN THE
FIELD OF TRANSPORTATION SO LONG AS THEY THREATEN THE
SECURITY OF CIVIL AVIATION,

SINCE 1981 THE SOVIET AIRLINE AEROFLOT HAS BEEN
DENIED THE RIGHT TO FLY TO THE UNITED STATES. WE HAVE
REAFFIRMED THAT ORDER AND ARE EXAMINING ADDITIONAL
STEPS WE CAN TAKE WITH REGARD TO AEROFLOT FACILITIES IN
THIS COUNTRY. WE ARE COOPERATING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES
TO FIND BETTER MEANS TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF CIVIL
AVIATION AND TO JOIN US IN NOT ACCEPTING AEROFLOT AS A
NORMAL MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AIR COMMUNITY
UNLESS, AND UNTIL, THE SOVIETS SATISFY THE CRIES OF
HUMANITY FOR JUSTICE. I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT
CANADA TODAY SUSPENDED AEROFLOT’S LANDING AND REFUELING
PRIVILEGES FOR 60 DAYS,

WE HAVE JOINED WITH OTHER COUNTRIES TO PRESS THE
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION TO
INVESTIGATE THIS CRIME AT AN URGENT SPECIAL SESSION OF
THE COUNCIL. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE LISTENING MOST
CAREFULLY TO PRIVATE GROUPS, BOTH AMERICAN AND
INTERNATIONAL, AIRLINE PILOTS, PASSENGER ASSOCIATIONS
AND OTHERS, WHO HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST IN CIVIL AIR
SAFETY,
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1 AM ASKING THE COMGRESS TO PASS A JOINT
RESOLUTION OF CONDEMNATION OF THIS SOVIET CRIME.

WE HAVE INFORMED THE SOVIETS THAT WE ARE
SUSPENDING NEGOTIATIONS ON SEVERAL BILATERAL
ARRANGEMENTS WE HAD UNDER CONSIDERATION,

ALONG WITH KOREA AND JAPAN, WE CALLED AN EMERGENCY
MEETING OF THE U.N, SECURITY COUNCIL WHICH BEGAN ON
FRIDAY, ON THAT FIRST DAY, KOREA, JAPAN, CANADA,
AUSTRALIA, THE NETHERLANDS, PAKISTAN, FRANCE, CHINA,
THE UNITED KINGDOM, ZAIRE, NEW ZEALAND AND WEST GERMANY
ALL JOINED US IN DENOUNCING THE SOVIET ACTION AND
EXPRESSING OUR HORROR, WE EXPECT TO HEAR FROM
ADDITIONAL COUNTRIES AS DEBATE RESUMES TOMORROW,

WE INTEND TO WORK WITH THE THIRTEEN COUNTRIES WHO
HAD CITIZENS ABOARD THE KOREAN AIRLINER TO SEEK
REPARATIONS FOR THE FAMILIES OF ALL THOSE WHO WERE
KILLED, THE UNITED STATES WILL BE MAKING A CLAIM
AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK TO OBTAIN
COMPENSATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE VICTIMS’ SURVIVORS.
SUCH COMPENSATION IS AN ABSOLUTE MORAL DUTY WHICH THE
SOVIETS MUST ASSUME.

IN THE ECONOMIC AREA IN GENERAL, WE ARE REDOUBLING
OUR EFFORTS WITH OUR ALLIES TO END THE FLOW OF MILITARY
AND STRATEGIC ITEMS TO THE SOVIET UNION,
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SECRETARY SHULTZ 1S GOING TO MADRID TO MEET WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF 35 COUNTRIES WHO, FOR 3 YEARS, HAVE
BEEN NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT HAVING TO DO WITH, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, HUMAN RIGHTS. FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO
OF THE SOVIET UNION IS SCHEDULED TO ATTEND THAT
MEETING, IF HE DOES COME TO THE MEETING SECRETARY
SHULTZ IS GOING TO PRESENT HIM WITH OUR DEMANDS FOR
DISCLOSURE OF THE FACTS, CORRECTIVE ACTION, AND
CONCRETE ASSURANCES THAT SUCH A THING WILL NOT HAPPEN
AGAIN AND THAT RESTITUTION BE MADE,

AS WE WORK WITH OTHER COUNTRIES TO SEE THAT
JUSTICE IS DONE, THE REAL TEST OF OUR RESOLVE IS
WHETHER WE HAVE THE WILL TO REMAIN STRONG, STEADY, AND
UNITED. I BELIEVE MORE THAN EVER, AS EVIDENCED BY YOUR
THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF WIRES AND PHONE CALLS IN
THESE LAST FEW DAYS, THAT WE DO,

I HAVE OUTLINED SOME OF THE STEPS WE ARE TAKING IN
RESPONSE TO THE TRAGIC MASSACRE, THERE IS SOMETHING
I'VE ALWAYS BELIEVED IN, BUT WHICH NOW SEEMS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN EVER: THE CONGRESS WILL BE FACING KEY
DEFENSE ISSUES WHEN IT RETURNS FROM RECESS, THERE HAS
BEEN LEGITIMATE DIFFERENCE OF OPINION ON THIS SUBJECT I
KNOW, BUT 1 URGE THE MEMBERS OF THAT DISTINGUISHED BODY
TO PONDER LONG AND HARD THE SOVIETS’ AGGRESSION AS THEY
CONSIDER THE SECURITY AND SAFETY OF OUR PEOPLE, INDEED
ALL PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN FREEDOM,
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SENATOR HENRY JACKSON, A WISE AND REVERED
STATESMAN, AND ONE WHO PROBABLY UNDERSTOOD THE SOVIETS
AS WELL AS ANY AMERICAN IN HISTORY, WARNED US, “THE
GREATEST THREAT THE UNITED STATES NOW FACES IS POSED BY
THE SOVIET UNION,” BUT, SENATOR JACKSON SAID: “IF
AMERICA MAINTAINS A STRONG DETERRENT ~- AND ONLY IF IT
DOES -- THIS NATION WILL CONTINUE TO BE A LEADER IN THE
CRUCIAL QUEST FOR ENDURING PEACE AMONG NATIONS,”

THE LATE SENATOR MADE THOSE STATEMENTS IN JULY, ON
THE SENATE FLOOR, SPEAKING IN BEHALF OF THE MX MISSILE
PROGRAM HE CONSIDERED VITAL TO RESTORE AMERICA’S
STRATEGIC PARITY WITH THE SOVIETS,

WHEN JOHN F, KENNEDY WAS PRESIDENT, DEFENSE
SPENDING AS A SHARE OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET WAS
70 PERCENT GREATER THAN IT IS TODAY, SINCE THEN, THE
SOVIET UNION HAS CARRIED ON THE MOST MASSIVE MILITARY
BUILD-UP THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN. UNTIL THEY ARE
WILLING TO JOIN THE REST OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, WE
MUST MAINTAIN THE STRENGTH TO DETER THEIR AGRESSION,

BUT WHILE WE DO SO, WE MUST NOT GIVE UP OUR EFFORT
TO BRING THEM INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY OF NATIONS,
PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH AS LONG AS NECESSARY BUT NEVER
GIVING UP OUR EFFORT TO BRING PEACE CLOSER THROUGH
MUTUAL, VERIFIABLE REDUCTION IN THE WEAPONS OF WAR.,
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["VE TOLD YOU OF NEGOTIATIONS WE’VE SUSPENDED AS A
RESULT OF THE KOREAN AIRLINE MASSACRE, BUT WE CANNOT,
WE MUST NOT, GIVE UP OUR EFFORT TO REDUCE THE ARSENALS
OF DESTRUCTIVE WEAPONS THREATENING THE WORLD.
AMBASSADOR NITZE HAS RETURNED TO GENEVA TO RESUME THE
NEGOTIATIONS ON INTERMEDIATE-RANGE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN
EUROPE, EQUALLY, WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR ARMS
REDUCTIONS IN THE START TALKS THAT RESUME IN OCTOBER,
WE ARE MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER TO REDUCE AND, IF
POSSIBLE, ELIMINATE THE THREAT HANGING OVER MANKIND,

WE KNOW IT WILL BE HARD TO MAKE A NATION THAT
RULES ITS OWN PEOPLE THROUGH FORCE TO CEASE USING FORCE
AGAINST THE REST OF THE WORLD. BUT WE MUST TRY,

THIS IS NOT A ROLE WE SOUGHT -- WE PREACH NO
MANIFEST DESTINY. BUT LIKE AMERICANS WHO BEGAN THIS
COUNTRY AND BROUGHT FORTH THIS LAST, BEST HOPE OF
MANKIND, HISTORY HAS ASKED MUCH OF THE AMERICANS OF OUR
OWN TIME. MUCH WE HAVE ALREADY GIVEN, MUCH MORE WE
MUST BE PREPARED TO GIVE,

LET US HAVE FAITH, IN ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S WORDS,
“THAT RIGHT MAKES MIGHT, AND IN THAT FAITH, LET US, TO
THE END, DARE TO DO OUR DUTY AS WE UNDERSTAND IT.” IF
WE DO, IF WE STAND TOGETHER AND MOVE FORWARD WITH
COURAGE, THEN HISTORY WILL RECORD THAT SOME GOOD DID
COME FROM THIS MONSTROUS WRONG THAT WE WILL CARRY WITH
US, AND REMEMBER FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES,

THANK YOU, GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOOD NIGHT,

###
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about ==

-=- the attack
Jesr—ygewk by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This im==

™~ B o .
crime against humanity WEE"Q@; never fé%@.‘iom;ﬁmt OR THROUGHLT [HE WORLD ,

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families
in éﬁggkterrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloguence on the day of her
husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously
represented.éga.»wéli Roa parsall ANAQAAA\.Qrg‘oJ3\“@'MA J%Nda)4;~2f~5?.
The parents <f one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . ar< her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every cincept of human rights." The emotions of these

parents ~- grief, zhock, anger -- are shared by civilized people

FRott Ateuno THE wortd PRESS ACcoun(s REGECT AN
everywhere. éxplosion of condemnation
BY Peoecs EVERY WHere ,

Let me Wﬁéﬂ There %3 absclutely no
justification, e:i~zer legal or moral, for what the Scoviets did.
#&s @ne newspaper .- India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for --me air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation &: we know it."
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NSLe
-N62—%g this¥the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. A=
They . e
matiersaifnet, 1n 1978, 4de—Bewsees positively identified one
: e, . . RADVOZD
alrcraft as a civilian airliner. The pilot &=s=d the name on the

side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it

down. Tharplane escaped destruction by making a crash landing on

G/ SaxﬁTS

: e iyo,. —on Fﬁﬂe&a}g.n
‘s TTHS A PQMT(S!: OF OTHER. CounTRIGS (A TRE oL me: ASWEA LS AO.
ajyreraftr-rrrer— S orritrerrreven—though CQmmerc1al aircraft

. . oA A AUIBER. OF oceasiopds
from the Soviet Union and CubaY have overrlown sensitive U.S.
e E¥ WEREME SHST Dowgs. .
militar acilitTies N We and other civilized countries believe in

the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are

lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.
But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Rorean aircraft.

THER DwA
Indeed, they have not even told the=Rassitwzm people that a plane

ST, . .
a frozen lake, bityfThnocent civilians lost their lives.— KKED BY MHACHHNE

was shot doif;jﬂﬁﬂ—-ggviet Government callg”the whole thing an

accident. I call it mwrder. ILet me repeat the stark words of

aling that his missile

warheads were locked on the liner: "I have executed the

klaunch. The target is de I am breaking off attack."

The world must he Tomorrow the Security

Council of the Unitgd Nations will healX them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are pla in public.
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of this freat and free lanpfl,
this ferrible tragedy. e
el our eyes on the

peace. \The real tegt of our

rgsolve is whefher we have 1 to remain s{rong, gteady, and
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Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in

history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now

faces is posed by the Soviet Union."™ But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial

quest for enduring peace among nations."
The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on

the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile

program -- a=preewam he considered vital to restore America's
trategi it ith th iet (5‘ <« o~ mx ¥
strategic parity wit e Soviets. S ¥ boe oo ‘L“(ft* l-...‘_,,_._)
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thw;ggﬁﬁme-’-w~;wq_"_LUe come together in the true spirit

cfF Amerdea, to ph€lp the familieg farmed by the Sovie

aggression, et us also reded
pursued from the beginni
forward with policies ba

willingness o talk We know it .will be hard to make a nation

that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But s e : .

This is not a role we sought.—— we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to givé.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, “"that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we é;ggﬁ together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this monstrous wrong that we will carry with

us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.



