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Climate change-related resources relevant to the decision-making needs of coastal
resource managers currently exist but are scattered in many different locations, making
access difficult and time-consuming. The need for climate change information is
particularly acute in the Pacific Islands.

The virtual library has been designed to enable Pacific Island coastal managers to quickly
find relevant and accessible climate information and tools so that they can incorporate
climate change information into their decision-making processes. The forum, or
community of practice, is a place where coastal manager’s can pose questions and share
information about their climate interests and projects. The tools will assist communities
in their efforts to become more resilient to climate variability and the impacts of climate
change

The initial virtual library and forum development focused on Samoa and American
Samoa and the information needs identified by the islands’ coastal managers. However,
it is anticipated that most of the information will be of interest to coastal managers
throughout the Pacific and other regions as well. The portal has been designed as a
prototype that can be easily expanded and transported to additional geographies.
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