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Clinical Description

Clinical picture compatible with diphtheria, i.e., an upper respiratory tract illness
characterized by sore throat, low-grade fever, and an adherent membrane of the tonsils, pharynx,

or nose or nonrespiratory diphtheria; cutaneous, conjunctival, otic, and genital lesions.

Laboratory Criteria for Diagnosis

Isolation of diphtheria toxin—producing corynebacteria from a clinical specimen.

Case Classification

Possible: Not applicable

Probable: A clinically compatible case that is not laboratory confirmed and does not have

an epidemiologic link to a laboratory-confirmed case.

Confirmed: A clinically compatible case that is laboratory confirmed with the isolation of
a toxigenic strain of Corynebacterium diphtheriae, C. ulcerans, or C. pseudotuberculosis or has

an epidemiologic link to a laboratory-confirmed case.
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Confirmed (other): Nonrespiratory/cutaneous diphtheria cases with isolation of toxigenic strains,
or cases not meeting the specified clinical criteria but with isolation of toxigenic strains (e.g.,
mild respiratory diphtheria, or respiratory diphtheria with absence of membrane).

Asymptomatic carriers: asymptomatic carriers (any anatomical site) with toxigenic strains.
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